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ELLIPTICAL LEXICAL UNITS IN THE ENGLISH MEDIA DISCOURSE OF
EARLY 21stCENTURY

L. M. Chumak*

The article focuses on the study of new lexemes constructed according to the model of elliptic
shortening in the English media discourse of early 21st century — their structural typology, semantic
content and functional implementation of constituting media discourse and its strategies. The
material of the researchwas taken form the fragments of English media discourse in on-line
versions of newspapers and magazines and lexicographic publications (explanatory dictionaries,
and dictionaries of neologisms). The methods of the research include the method of continuous
selection of the material, method of reconstruction of word-formation models, methods of
definitional and component analysis, methods of qualitative analysis, and linguopragmatic method.
The article proves the fact that elliptical lexical units are characterized by two types of ellipsis — the
ellipse of the headword and the ellipse of modificator with the predominance of the first type — the
process in which the remained adjective of a binary word-combination, known as a substantivized
one acquires the paradigm, syntactic functions and the semantic content of the noun. The author
comes to the conclusion that in particular it can be explained by the existence of greater number of
classifying components that denote not only the referents of reality but also indicate their
distinctive properties in the English media discourse as compared with the number of classified
components. The role of elliptical lexical innovations in the implementation of attention drawing and
appealing to necessities strategies for organizing English media discourse has been examined.
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ellipse of modificator, media discourse, strategies, tactics.

"PhD Doctor of Philosophy (Germanic Languages),
Senior Teacher

(Zhytomyr Ivan Franko State University)
liudmylachumak@gmail.com

ORCID: 0000-0001-6631-3403

82



Zhytomyr Ivan Franko State University Journal. Philological Sciences. Vol. 2 (90)

BicHur 2Kumomupcorozo 0epakasHoz0 YHigepcumemy imeHi Isana Pparka.
dinonoziuni Hayku. Bun. 2 (90)

EAITITH30BAHI AEKCHYHI OTHHHUIII B AHTAOMOBHOMY MEAIHHOMY
AHUCKYPCI I[TIOYATKY XXI CTOAITTSA

A. M. 9Yymax

Cmammsi npucesueHa 00C/OIKEeHHIO HOBUX JleKCceMm, YMEOPEeHUX 3a MOOE/II0 e/unmu3auyil, siki
po32nsidarome Yy CmpyKmypHO-CEMAHMUUHOMY MA JIH2Z8ONDAZMAMUUHOMY ACNEKMAx i3 no3uyil
peanizayii cmpamezili Op2aHi3auii aH210MO08H020 MeOliliHozo0 Juckypcy nouamky XXI cmoaimmsi.
Mamepianom 0o0cniOxeHHs cayyean ppazmeHmu aH210M08H020 MeOiliHo20 Juckypcy 3 on-line
gepcCill 2azem i JKYPHANIB, Y SIKUX SUOKPEMIIEHO eiNMU308AHI JIeKCUUHI OOUHUUL, a MarKox
JIeKCUK02PADIUHI 8UOAHHSL (MAYMAUHI CLOBHUKU MA CNLO0BHUKU Heosnozidmig). Ceped memoolis
00CNLIOIKEHHS, SIKL BUKOPUCMAHO 8 paMKax pobomu, eapmo 3a3HAUUMU Memoo CyyuinbHol subipku
Mmamepiany, cmpykmypHuii memol Y 8uzisiol KOHKPEMHUX MemoOuK: AHANIZY C/L08HUKOBUX
OeqpiHiyili, 3a  6e3nocepedHiMU  CKAAOHUKAMU  mMa  KOMNOHEHMHO20 aHalisy ma
JiH28ONPAMAMUUHUT Memo0. Y pe3ysnomami 00CNiOXKeHHsT 008e0eHO moll ¢haxkm, uio OAs
eninMmu308aHUX JIeKCUUHUX OOUHUYb pO3pPI3HAOMb 08a munu esinca — eainc siopa ma eninc
MOOUDIKAMOPA 3 NEPe8arKAHHIM Nepulozo muny C1080MeIipH020 Npoyecy, Y pes3yibmami sikozo
NPUKMEemHUK NOBHICIMIO nepexooums Y po3psi0 IMEeHHUKA, WO 8 JIH2BICMUUHIl JSimepamypi
gukKopucmosgyemscsi ik noHammsi "cybcmarmueayis”. Aemop npuxooums 00 8UCHOBKY Npo me,
Wo ue, 30Kpema, moxe bymu 3YymoeeHO ICHYBAHHAM OLIbUWOl KilbKoCcmi KAACUDIKY8ANbHUX
KOMNOHEHMI8, SKi 8 AH2/I0MOBHOMY MeOiliHOMY OUCKYPCL 8UKOPUCMOBYHOMbCS He MinbKU HA
nosHaueHHsi Hoeux pecgepeHmie OilicHocmi, ane U, 30Kkpema, Ol AKUEHMYBAHHSAM HaA Ix
oupepeHyioNbHUX 81ACmMU8OCMSX NOPIBHSAHO 3 KLIbKICMI0O OCHOB0MEIPHUX KOMNOHEHMIs.
PozensaHymo posb eninmu308aHUX JeKCUUHUX [HHOo8auill Y peanizayii HU3Ku cmpameeaiii
Op2aHI3aUil AH2/IOMOBHO20 MeOiliHO20 OUCKYPCY: NPUBEpPHEeHHsl Yysazu, aneasyii 0o nomped
iHOusioq.

Knrouoeicnoea: eninmu3o8aHi JIEKCUUHI OOUHUYL, MOO0esb eninmusauii, eninc saopa, eninc
Moougpixamopa, MediliHull Ouckypc, cmpameaii, maKmuKu.

Introduction. The English media
discourse of early 21st century shows a

Problem Setting. In linguistics the
concept of ellipsis was originally
associated with

tendency for lexical units to collocate
which results in a specific word being
used with the meaning of a binary
word-combination. The process of the
word elimination in the collocation is
known as ellipsis or elliptic shortening.
The problem of ellipsis has always

caused debate among linguists
(I. V. Arnold [5: 161], S. Greenbaum
[7: 416], H. Marchand [8: 361],

V. L. Silin [4]. The topicality of this
research is motivated by the necessity
for the systematic study of elliptical
lexical units in the English media
discourse of early 21st century. Its aims
are to single out, classify and
characterize the structural types of
word-formation model according to
which the elliptical lexical innovations
are formed, their correlation with the
relevant referents in the studied variety
of discourse.

syntax and
characterized sentences and
constructions with the eliminating part
or element that could be easily restored
in a given context or situation [1: 59].
The tendency to the linguistic economy
at the level of syntactic units also
shows up at the level of lexical units
and is related to the mechanism of
compression. The intention of the
author of the media discourse to use
the least amount of lexical units
without resorting to the search for a
special, relevant only for the given
referent, can be realized at the level of
the usage of elliptical lexical units.

The mechanism of compression
under examination is termed as elliptic
shortening and is connected with active,
dynamic modifications of Modern
English lexical system especially in the
process of the formation of lexical
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innovations. As a result of elliptic
shortening remains only one component
of a binary word-combination which can
be either signifying or signified. This
remained component acquires the
semantic and grammatical properties of
the whole phrase. The lexical ellipses of
the signifying and signified components
were studied in comparative terms on
the material of the Germanic languages
(V. L. Silin [4]) as well as one of the
word-formation models of shortening
(G. Stern [10]).

The signifying ellipse is also known
as the ellipse of modificator. The
principle of new lexical wunits
construction according to the elliptical
word-formation model is based on the
possibility of a remained noun to
generalizein its ownmeaning also the
semantic content of the modificator.

Another type of lexical ellipse is the
signified remained component or the
so-called ellipse of the headword in a
binary word-combination. The main
display of this ellipse is substantivation
— the word-formation process in which
a remained adjective acquires the
paradigm, syntactic functions and the
semantic content of the noun [2: 41].

Analysis Procedure. In the present
study two types of elliptical lexical units
used in the English media discourse of
early 21st century are being explored. In
terms of formal structure the gathered
material is represented by
substantivized adjectives and elliptical
nouns that are constructed in
accordance with two elliptical word-
formation models - ellipse of the
headword and ellipse of modificator.
The sample includes two sets of lexical
units: the elliptical lexeme and its
corresponding original binary word-
combination. The singled out lexical
innovations are also analyzed from the
point of view of their correlation with
the relevant referents in the English
media discourse.

Substantivation of a binary word-
combination Adj. + Noun is the result of
the ellipse of the headword model. From
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the point of view of semantics lexical
innovations constructed according to
this model are characterized by more
specific, detailed, distributive
indicationsand are used to nominate: a)
people by their group affiliation and age
(Millennials (the millennial generation) —
"born in the 1980s, 1990s, or early
2000s" [6], under-five (a child under the
age of five / a child aged under five
years / an underfive child [11]); b)
products and devices (Patriot (patriot
missile) — "a surface-to-air missile (SAM)
system, the primary of its kind used by
the United States Army and several
allied nations" [11], dialup (dialup
connection) - ‘"dial-up computer
systems, devices, and internet services
use a phone line to connect them"[6],
pop-up (pop-up ads) — "used to describe
an advertisement that is shown in a
new window in front of the window that
you are looking at on a website" [6] /
(pop-up window) — "a new window that
opens quickly on a computer screen in
front of what you are working on" [6],
beta (beta-version) "a piece of
software, etc. that is at the second
stage of development, during which
customers are asked to use it to see if
there are any problems that have not
been corrected" [6], junk (junk malil) -
"advertising material that is sent to
homes and businesses without their
asking for it" [6]); c) institutions (non-
profit (non-profitorganization) - "an
organization whose aim is to make
money for a social or political purpose
or to provide a service that people need,
rather than to make a profit" [6],
magnet (magnet school) — "a school that
specializes in particular subject in order
to attract students from a widearea"
[9]); d) social phenomena and processes
(presale (presale view) - ‘"sale to
individual customers some goods in
advance of a predetermined time" [9],
chicken-and-egg (chicken-and-egg
situation / question) — "a situation in
which it is impossible to say which of
two things existed first and which
caused the other one" [6], double-digit
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(double-digit gains / growth /
increases) — 'relating to a number or
series of numbers between 10 and 99"
[6]); e) spheres of activity
(facial(afacialoperation) - "a beauty
treatment that cleans and improves the
condition or appearance of the facial
skin" [9]).

Another represented group of lexical
innovations constructed according to
the ellipse of modificator model is
characterized by the invariable noun
while the attribute of the original word-
combination can be used in different
contexts. This type of new lexemes is
characterized by the process of
elimination of their signifying
component. Elliptical nouns are used to
name: a) people by their professional
activities (brass (top brass) — "high-
ranking officers in an organization, esp.
the military” [6]); b) social phenomena
(bang (big bang) - "the important
changes made in 1986 to the rules for
trading on the London Stock Exchange,
or similar changes to other
organizations" [6]); c) objects (shuttle
(space shuttle) — "a vehicle or aircraft
that travels regularly between two
places" [6]); d) products (fries
(Frenchfries) — "long thin pieces of fried
potato" [6], banner (web banner) — "a
form of advertising on the World Wide
Web delivered by an ad server" [6]); e)
processes (bypass (heart bypass) — "a
medical operation in which the flow of a
person's blood is changed to avoid a
diseased part of their heart" [6]).

Elliptical lexical innovations within
their possibility to refer to new concepts
play a decisive role in implementing the
English media discourse strategies, like
appealing to necessities, attention
drawing.

The usage of the elliptical lexeme, for
example, preschool in the following
media representation is the way the
lexical innovations function in this
variety of discourse: Most middle-class
parents can't afford a few hundred
bucks a week for private preschool.
(PressRelease, February 14, 2013). This

lexical ellipse is the instance of the
ellipse of the headword model, that is,
the example of substantivation of the
adjective. Its structural-semantic
content correlates with the following
referent — "a school for children who are
younger than five years old" [6].

Lexical units middle-class and
private preschool with their anaphoric
position arrangement in the analyzed
statement realize the tactics of
appealing to self-actualization and
sensual satisfaction that constitute
media discourse in terms of appealing
to necessities strategy. The anaphoric
organization of the new lexeme
preschool presentation is the realization
of attention drawing strategy in the
English media discourse. The
anaphoric arrangement of the elliptical
lexical innovation is given at the end of
the statement. This lexeme
arrangement is characterised by an
informationally strong position as it is
implemented on the principle of
hierarchical deployment of the
information about new realities.

The analysed media representation,
devoted to preschool educational
institutions, focuses attention of the
reader on the middle class of the social
ranking with the help lexemes that refer
to high social status — most and few,
denoting the social status of a person,
which is interpreted by means of the
concepts "above — below" [3: 56]. And it
is reported that this type of educational
institutions require heavy expenses (a
few hundred bucks a week) while the
parents are financially enable (parents
can't afford) to educate their children in
such private institutions paying for
tuition.

The official recognition as the
embodiment of appealing to necessities
strategy in the following media
representation is indicated by denoting
the institution of education and is
implemented with the help of the
elliptical unit magnets, that correlates
such institutions with different levels of
the social ranking [3: 188]: The reasons
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that magnets were developed were to
encourage desegregation by luring better
educated families into inner-city schools.
(Referenceand Education Community,
December 13, 2007).

Special schools, presented with the
help of a completely substantivized
adjective magnets, are compared with
ordinary inner-city schools. The verbs
used in the analyzed media discourse
sample (develop, encourage, lure) denote
the movement to achieve the desired
social status. The tactic of appealing to
the needs of an individual's recognition
correlates such referents as
schoolchildren and their families with
the highest level of social hierarchy
(better educated families).

The technique of information
detailization of the new phenomenon of
the reality denoted by the innovation is
represented by the elliptical lexical
innovation Millennials in the next media
representation: While 45 percent of
Baby Boomers (ages 49-67) say they
worry "often” about privacy, younger
generations (Millennials, ages 18-30)
are more likely to include the Web in
their definition of privacy and have
taken proactive steps to protect
themselves, such as creating content to
improve Google search results or using
multiple email addresses. (PR Newswire,
April 23, 2013).

The technique of detailization is
given with the help of emphasizing the
quantitative and age qualities of the
event participants. The analyzed
elliptical lexeme Millennials
demonstrates the age gradation of
"baby-boom" generation. The
expressions more likely and such as in
the mentioned above media
representation are the means of the
explanation of the phenomena tactic
that in its turn implements attention
drawing strategy in the English media
discourse. These expressions actualize
qualitative characteristics of two age
group participants — the Baby Boomers
and the Millennials. The way the new
word is presented and the new reality
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denoted by it is explained helps the
reader of the media discourse at least to
single out and identify it in some
contextual usage. The presented above
technique of detailization realized
within the explanation of the
phenomena tactic is used to draw
attention to new lexical units.

Conclusions and Perspectives.
Thus, in terms of formal structure,
elliptical innovations are represented by
two types: substantivized adjectives and
elliptical nouns. From the point of view
of semantics, substantivized adjectives
are characterized by more specific,
distributive features. Such lexical units
nominate subjects, institutions, people
by their age characteristics, processes,
types of activities, features of the
objects. At the same time, elliptical
nouns are characterized by
generalization. The semantic structure
of such innovations that are used to
denote  people by age, social
phenomena, scientific and technological
progress items, products, processes
completely coincides with the original
binary word-combination. In terms of
functioning the analyzed elliptical
lexical units constitute Modern English
media discourse and its strategies:
attention drawing, appealing to
necessities realized within particular
tactics and techniques.

The findings of the given analysis of
elliptical lexical units used in the
English media discourse provide
ground for further research,
particularly in the area of cognitive
mechanisms of  forming lexical
innovations involving a particular
model as well as in determining their
role in organization of other types of
discourse. Future work could also
consider a comparative study of
structure, semantics and pragmatics of
lexical innovations.
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