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TUBILHM CBOKO MPAL0 PO3BUTKY TEOPETUYHOTO MIAXOAY A0 MCHUXOJIOTIi, M0 BIH
Ha3BaB «paliorymMaHiaMom». B IbOMY MIAXOAl ... «PO3YM» CIYKHUTh «OyTTE-
BUM» IIHHOCTAM (MacioB), Tum, mo ix dinin Jlepir Ha3uBae «TPaHCIEPCOH a-
JeHUMMWY ... » [5; ¢. 291].

AHami3 eTuko-ncuxonoriyamx mpaue . O. banna cBiquuTh Mpo MIIAHICTE A0C-
JTHULIBKOTO TIIX0MY, OPIEHTOBAHOTO HA CUHTE3 TYMAHICTUYHOI i PalliOHaTICTUYHOT

TPAUIIIiA, Ta CIIOHYKAE IO MOJATBIIOI TOCTAHOBKH MPOOJIEM Y 3a3HAUECHIN [TApUHI.
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PSYCHOLOGY OF THE IMAGE OF THE ENEMY
IN MASS CONSCIOUSNESS

Sociopolitical confrontation, which is based on the existence of contradictions
and clearly expressed conflict of an interregional, interstate and global nature, can

lead to direct physical and mental violence. The basis of any military confrontation
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1s the struggle for resources and the possibility of possessing them. Material (natu-
ral) resources, as well as spiritual, intellectual assets, and ideological convictions
act as resources that can be the subject of conflict. The motivational potential of
waging war 1s always more powerful if the external, resource-based reasons for its
occurrence are based on high ideological convictions that differentiate people into
«owny and «foreign» people.

Military confrontation can take place in the physical, economic, cultural, so-
cio-political and informational spheres. The integration and globalization processes
of the 21st century, which despite everything (the struggle for resources, overpopu-
lation of the planet) acquire a humanistic color, form in society a sharp and unam-
biguously negative attitude towards physical violence. Any physical aggression
must be justified, especially when it i1s carried out within a territorially and socio-
culturally integrated community.

The modern socio-economic infrastructure of most developed countries 1s
so integrated into each other that in most cases the physical seizure of territory
for the purpose of owning resources is impractical. Physical and economic con-
frontation leads to the emergence of economic, demographic, environmental
problems, which, in case of victory of one of the parties, fall on the shoulders
of the winner.

At the current stage of society's development, a strategically balanced mil-
itary campaign begins with an informational, ideological and cultural confron-
tation. If before that the basis of the processes of group differentiation, which
was the basis of any armed confrontation, was the division into «us» and
«themy, the modern information war takes place in the direction of uniting dif-
ferent "them" into a single «we». For a military aggressor, the main thing is to
spread the sphere of influence over new territories, not to physically occupy
them and destroy the population.

The modern information war is a war, first of all, a worldview, a struggle for
the human mind and its beliefs, which are the highest regulators of social activity.

Destruction of the social and economic infrastructure of the region does not make



economic sense, so such wars «without shots and victims» have not only a humani-
tarian focus, but also, above all, resource efficiency. The resource base for con-
ducting information wars is the mass media, which make it possible to control the
media environment in general.

The vast majority of ordinary citizens under the influence of mass media take
as a basis a generally accepted way of analyzing the environment, which includes
not only physical elements, but also specific connections between them. The atti-
tude towards the enemy is determined not by the psychosocial properties of an in-
dividual subject, but by the generally accepted model of interaction with enemies.
Mass media impose a generally accepted model of perception, media education -
teaches a person to improve and change it in accordance with the life and social
situation. Social stereotypes, which form the basis of information models of per-
ception, are the result of the analysis and structuring of individual experience. In
everyone's experience and at the level of individual consciousness, «enemiesy,
«heroesy, «poets» are connected with specific people who have met us in one way
or another on the path of life.

The war begins with the processes of differentiation and group polarization,
which can arise both in the process of civilizational development and as a result
of the artificial division of the community into groups based on a certain charac-
teristic. In general, aggression against «strangers» in order to protect «own» in-
terests remains justified.

In the minds of people, defensive wars have an ideologically justified basis.
The propaganda of such military confrontations is filled with the slogans «Let's
protect the motherland», «we will not surrender to the enemy», «away with the
fascists». A state that claims world recognition and leadership positions cannot
wage open wars of aggression, because such open aggression can lead to the
consolidation of other states against it, however, a war of liberation will always
have a positive effect on it, even if the «liberators» behaved worse than the

«invadersy.
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The emergence of a number of psychological problems is directly related
to the «defenselessness» of a person in front of the media environment, which
gradually, under the pressure of transnational processes of globalization, turns
into a giant, independent substance. In the 21st century the world is ruled

by the media.
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