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LANGUAGE MEANS OF EXPRESSING POLITICAL
BELIEFS IN NEWS HEADLINES
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Language functions as a potent instrument for communicating political beliefs
within American news headlines. From conservative to liberal media outlets, the choice
of words, framing, and emphasis in headlines reflects the underlying ideological
leanings of the publication. This article delves into the intricate ways language is
employed to represent political ideology in American news headlines, exploring the
role of linguistic devices, bias, and agenda-setting in shaping public discourse.

In the media realm, bias is an innate aspect, with news platforms frequently
associating themselves with particular political viewpoints. This bias manifests
through the language and presentation of news headlines, exerting subtle influence on
readers' perspectives and perpetuating ideological gaps. A study conducted by Media
Matters for America [3] analyzed the language used in headlines by prominent
conservative and liberal news outlets. The study found that conservative outlets tended
to use more negative language when referring to liberal politicians and policies, while
liberal outlets employed similar tactics when discussing conservative figures. This
asymmetry in language reflects the partisan nature of news coverage and contributes
to the polarization of public discourse. Moreover, bias can emerge in the choice and
portrayal of news narratives. Conservative outlets may prioritize stories that portray
liberals in a negative light, while liberal outlets may emphasize issues that align with
their ideological agenda. This selective reporting reinforces existing biases and shapes
readers' perceptions of political events.

The theory of agenda-setting suggests that the media holds significant sway in
shaping which topics are deemed significant by the public [5]. News headlines serve
as a primary means of agenda-setting, influencing the topics that receive attention and
influencing public opinion on political matters. Conservative and liberal news outlets
often have distinct agendas, reflected in the issues they prioritize in their headlines. For
example, conservative outlets may focus on topics such as immigration reform and tax
cuts, framing them in a way that aligns with conservative values of limited government
and individual freedom. In contrast, liberal outlets may prioritize issues like healthcare
reform and income inequality, framing them as social justice issues that require
government intervention [4].

The framing of news headlines also influences the salience of political issues in the
public consciousness. By highlighting specific facets of a story and downplaying
others, news outlets can shape the narrative surrounding political events [1; 2]. For
instance, conservative outlets may frame protests against police brutality as riots or
lawlessness, while liberal outlets may characterize them as peaceful demonstrations or
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calls for justice. These framing choices influence how the events are perceived by the
public and shape the debate surrounding them.

News headlines are succinct and attention-grabbing, making them an essential
element in shaping public perception. Stylistic devices such as euphemism, hyperbole,
and metaphor are frequently employed to sway readers' opinions in favor of a particular
political ideology. Euphemisms are often used to soften or disguise the true nature of
political actions. In reporting on military interventions, conservative media may refer
to liberation or defense, while liberal media might characterize the same actions as
invasion or occupation. These euphemisms subtly align with the ideological stance of
the publication and influence readers' perceptions of the events. Hyperbole is often
employed in news headlines to exaggerate or sensationalize political events.
Conservative outlets may use hyperbolic language to depict liberal policies as socialist
overreach, while liberal outlets might portray conservative initiatives as authoritarian
crackdowns. These exaggerated headlines serve to mobilize support among the
publication's ideological base and frame political issues in a way that reinforces
existing beliefs.

Metaphor plays a crucial role in framing political issues in news headlines. For
Instance, in coverage of economic policies, outlets might use metaphors like tax relief
and tax breaks for the wealthy. Let's analyze the two news headlines in terms of how
they reflect political ideology through language means: IRS reprieve: Places granted
tax relief due to natural disasters [The USA Today 15.04.2024
https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/taxes/2024/04/15/emergency-tax-extensions-
2024/73331563007/] and Wisconsin lawmakers vote on tax cuts, veto powers and
hunting fees in  final session push  [Fox News 20.02.2024
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/wisconsin-lawmakers-vote-tax-cuts-veto-powers-
hunting-fees-final-session-push].

The headline IRS reprieve: Places granted tax relief due to natural disasters
employs several language means to reflect a particular political ideology, which can be
characterized as conservative-leaning. The use of the term reprieve suggests a
temporary relief or respite from a burdensome situation. By framing the IRS action as
a reprieve, the headline implies that taxation is inherently burdensome and that any
relief from it is positive. This reflects a conservative ideology that tends to advocate
for lower taxes and limited government intervention. The part of the headline Places
granted tax relief due to natural disasters highlights the reason for the tax relief, which
Is natural disasters. By emphasizing the cause of the relief, the headline suggests that
the government is responding to a crisis rather than implementing broad tax policy
changes. This framing aligns with conservative views that prioritize targeted,
situational responses over broader government intervention in the economy. Overall,
this headline reflects a conservative political ideology by framing tax relief as a
positive action in response to specific circumstances, thereby promoting the
conservative values of limited government and individual responsibility.

The headline Wisconsin lawmakers vote on tax cuts, veto powers and hunting fees
in final session push employs language means that reflect a more neutral or bipartisan
tone, focusing on legislative actions rather than explicitly aligning with a particular
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political ideology. However, certain elements of the headline can still be interpreted in
terms of political ideology: Wisconsin lawmakers vote. This part of the headline
emphasizes the legislative process and the actions of elected officials, which is a neutral
framing that does not inherently reflect a specific political ideology. The mention of
tax cuts suggests a policy agenda that may align with conservative ideology, as tax cuts
are often associated with fiscal conservatism and smaller government. However, the
absence of qualifiers or descriptors in this part of the headline makes it less overtly
partisan and leaves room for interpretation. The inclusion of veto powers in the
headline highlights a procedural aspect of governance rather than a specific policy
agenda. While the use of veto powers can be influenced by political ideology, it is not
inherently partisan and can be wielded by lawmakers of any ideological persuasion.
Hunting fees in the headline focuses on a specific policy issue that may have bipartisan
support, as hunting and outdoor recreation are often valued across the political
spectrum. However, the inclusion of this topic alongside tax cuts and veto powers
suggests a diverse legislative agenda that reflects the complexity of governance rather
than a singular ideological focus. Overall, while this headline touches on policy areas
that can be associated with conservative ideology, such as tax cuts, it presents a more
balanced and nuanced view of legislative activity without overtly favoring one political
ideology over another.

So, we can conclude that language serves as a powerful means of representing
political ideology in American news headlines. Through the use of linguistic devices,
bias, and agenda-setting techniques, news outlets shape public perception of political
events and issues. Understanding the role of language in news headlines is essential for
critically evaluating media coverage and navigating the complex landscape of political
discourse in America.
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