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Each stage in the social development puts forwtarceguirements to specialists
especially to teachers, as they prepare new gémesato living and performing
various tasks of the modern society. The beginoirige XXI century is identified as
the period of transition from the Industrial to t#méormation Society which requires
the acquisition of new skills and abilities on thart of teachers in general and
teachers of the Humanities in particular. They udel the ability to deal with the
huge amount of information, to use Information @&wmmunication Technologies
(ICTs) in their professional activity, teachersadaess to the innovative activity, etc.
Hence in the Information Society it is necessargrepare prospective teachers of the
Humanities for the usage of ICTs in their futur@fpssional activity. One of the
trends of using ICTs in the educational procesgraglucing didactic materials for
pupils which can be presented in electronic ortpdriorms.

In our previous publications we paid our attentimostly to using Office
programs (MS Word, MS Excel, MS Publisher and MSv&oPoint) for creating
such materials [1: 90-91The aim of this article is to describe the possibilities of the
so called authoring tools for producing pupils’atitic materials and suggest the plan
of the practical class included in the specializedrse "Forming professional skills
of prospective FL teachers using ICTs" for the stud of the Institute of Foreign
Philology of the Zhytomyr State University nameteatvan Franko.

In generalauthoring tool also known asuthorware is "an installable program
that allows you to create materials in electrooierfat which can then be distributed
on a CD-ROM, DVD, USB pen drive, floppy disk or \aawveb page to your learners"
[2: 129]. The distinction between authoring toatsl programming tools is not clear-
cut. Typically, though, authoring tools requiredeéschnical knowledge to master and
are used exclusively for applications that presentixture of textual, graphical, and
audio data [3]. So, the teacher can create anretectteaching aid without having
special programming skills that is especially intpot for the teachers of the
Humanities who are not as computer-literate asedehers of Computer Science.

Some authoring tools allow us to make tests orlpszihe others — to write in a
text related to class work. The most popular tygfemsks which authoring tools can
provide for teaching languages are gap-filling, tiple#-choice, true or false,
sequencing, total-deletion, matching exercises[4tcThere are a lot of programs
which are available in the Internet and they cdp he to make any didactic material
in a few minutes, which we can use in a printedaverror in an electronic variant
online. Of course, if a teacher has no accessetdntiernet, it is better to use offline
authoring programs for creating electronic didactaterials.



In this article we’ll analyze two online authorimyograms such as Puzzle

Maker

(http://puzzlemaker.discoveryeducation.gomand Easy Test Maker

(http://www.easytestmaker.com/default.aspxd one of the offline authoring tools

Hot Potatoes http://www.halfbakedsoftware.com These three programs, in the
author’s opinion, are especially useful for teast@rthe Humanities as they have the
following advantages:

they are free of charge (for the educational puapps

it doesn’t take a lot of time to create materialthwheir help and they are
very easy to use, that gives the opportunity to tasen both for teachers’
and pupils’ creative work during the lesson;

they enable to create exercises of different types;

the exercises produced with their help can be samddoresented in printed
variant;

some of them (Hot Potatoes) have the possibiltfesmserting multimedia

(pictures, animation, sound) and hypertext;

some of them (Hot Potatoes) provide the automatemadback and different
modes: the beginner mode and the advanced mode.

The authoring online program Puzzle Makesates such types of puzzles for

the language teaching a®rd search puzzes, criss-cross puzzlesdouble puzzles
fallen phrases puzzles|etter tiles puzzles anaryptograms. For using this program
you should have the access to the Internet. Inréggd and 2 we present the
fragments of the materials produced by the studehte Institute of Foreign
Philology of the Zhytomyr State University with thelp of this program.
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Fig.1.A Double Puzze (on the left)and a Criss-Cross Puzzie (on the right).



VEGETTALPELMNEZSULER \-egetables
EGOODOCF OOLEREOURH
EALTH+R+ETC+ 4+ + + v E G ET T AP ELNESG:LD
+++++++ R ++ L+ +++

EG O OCD OF OO0 LA DROTREH
++++++ 0+ L+EBT+ 4+ +
+ 4+ +T+W+++CB+ 0+ + EALTHIRTURTEDXHT
+ 4+ + 0+ + ++ + + L+ + + + G W QDD OQEURTE A AAEDRN
+++ N ++++++G++++ HN UEOQTO OGO GGALZOD0BTEPE WI
+++ L ++++++E+ + 4+ +

44 F TOQWEEBDLCEATGOZEZHN
++ +T++++++++++ +
+ 4+ + 0+ F A+ A¥ P OMEE R AEATC DT
+++++++++++++ QU HMHENECOERGSGFUEES
TOORTEETEB+ + + + + + + 0P E AD XWREUJTETLIT CTO OGTU
++++++++++++++ + LY & T L JIM I ZLPTERTEPTF
+ 4+ HOINO+++++ ++ +

EoHOOUT T T P T JI VY M R MW
{Cr¢er, Down, Direction) I LIy UTwWwWLIEROSTW
BEETROOT (5, 13, W) To0oO0ORTETEETSRTWYWWUW T G K
CABEALAGE(11,3,3) C FHYEBNEGZDATETH .ATG GQEG
CARROT (10, 6, N

Q I ¥ oI NOOQTUJDHTUTUTC
MARROW(11,1,3mW
CONION (7,15, W)

BEETROCT CABBAGE CARROT

POTATO (8,1, 3E) MARROW CNION POTATO
TOMATO (4,6, 3) TOMATO
Vegetables are good for ouwr healtcth, (| -~~~ ~"~~~~—~ —~— —~——— — 77— T 77

Fig.2. A Word Search Puzze with a Hidden Message (with the Solution).

The authoring program Easy Test Makeneates different types of test
(exercises) such aswultiple choice tests, true/false tests, short answer tests,
matching exercises anfill in the blank exercises. You can also create a mixed test
which includes different types of exercises. Onganfeature of this program is
saving all of the exercises produced in your paabkdrox" at the web site. So, you
can watch your tests in any room which has at leastcomputer connected to the
Internet. In Figures 3 and 4 we present the fragsnehthe materials produced by
the author and the alumna of ELT Summer Schoolf&8swonal Development of
Teachers in the Information Society" (Zhytomyr Staniversity, September 15-
19, 2008).
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Fig.3.A Matching Exercise (on the leftjand a True/False Exercise (on the right).
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Insert the auxiliary verbs into the sentences: 4
wWord Bank:
am are did
does had has
have is Was
were Wers will
1) The boy be seven next year,
2] they at the cinema last night?

Fig.4.AFill in the Blank Exercise.

All the exercises made with the help of the toctsalibed above are not
completed in the interactive mode online but aexuas a printable variant.

On of the most popular offline shareware authoringls is_Hot Potatoes
which can be downloaded freehhtip://hotpot.uvic.ca/index.htm#downlogds
installed on any computer and used for educatigneposes free of charge.
Actually, it includes five subprograms (Fig. 5):

1) JQuiz program which creates question-based quinz&gling multiple-
choiceguestions, short-answerquestions, hybrid tiqunss (short-answer
guestions that turn into multiple-choice questiafter several attempts),
and multi-select questions (in which the studerst to/achoose several of
a set of options, then check the choices);

2) JClose program which creates gap-fill exercises;

3) JCross program which creates crossword puzzles;

4) JMix program which creates jumbled-sentence exescis

5) JMatch program which creates matching or orderkegases.

In addition, there is a program called the Mashkicivis designed to create
complete units of material in one simple operaf&in

& Half Baked Software’s Hot Potatoes

File Potatoss Options Help

Hot Potatoes”

From Half-Baked Software Inc

Fig.5.Programs of the Hot Potatoes Suite.



In Figures 6-9 we present the fragments of the maddeproduced by the
author and the students of the Institute of Forélgiology of the Zhytomyr State
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University with the help of this program.
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Fig.6.A Matching Exercise (on the left)and a Criss-Cross Puzzle (on the right).
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Your score is 100%.

Show guestions one by one

1. 1.He........... abathwhenthe telephone rang.

2. Afterhe ........... tohis girlfriend, he telephoned his mother.

A, ? | spoke

B ? | was speaking
[ ? | has spoken
D ? | had spoken

Fig. 8.A Multiple Choice Test.

Your score is 100%.

Check | Restart | Hint |

|I| computer

Fig. 9.A Jumbled-Sentence Exercise.

All the exercises made with the help of the progralescribed above provide
automatical feedback (the score is given) and neagdmpleted in the interactive
mode both online and offline, using hints and withthem. It is possible to use
them in a printed variant as well but without tleeresponding feedback.

In order to prepare prospective FL teachers for ubage ICTs in their
professional activity as well as to form their medional skills we created a
specialized course "Forming professional skillspadspective FL teachers using
ICTs" for the students of the Institute of Foreighilology of the Zhytomyr State
University named after Ivan Franko. So, we sugtgestplan of the practical class
devoted to producing electronic materials with ltle¢p of authoring tools included
to this course.

Theme: Creating Didactic Materials with the Help of Authoring Programs

Aim: to analyze the possibilities of authoring progrdorscreating didactic
materials and create some materials for teachingiffL.the help of them.
Dominating skills developednformation-practical, constructive, cognitive.




Adjoining skills developed organizational, communicative, additional
(design skills).

Hardware necessargne computer per group of 3-4 students connected to
the Internet.

Software necessaryoffline authoring program Hot Potatoes, online
programs Puzzle Maker and Easy Test Maker, a catalof didactic materials
made with the help of the programs mentioned olaROM or installed on the
computers.

1. Questions to be discussed:

Possibilities of the authoring tools for creatindattic materials.

Types of tasks which are possible to create wighhiglp of authoring tools.
The ways these tasks can motivate the pupils andkills they can develop.
The algorithm of making didactic materials with tidp of authoring tools.

hronPE

2. Practical tasks to do:
|. Pre-computer work

1.Look at the screenshots of electronic didactic melsemade with the help
of the authoring programs Hot Potatoes, Puzzle Makd Easy Test Maker
and say what types of the exercises they suggest.

2. Try to predict other possibilities which these pargs may have.

[1. Computer work
1.Look through the computer version of the didactiatenals mentioned
above in the electronic catalogue and say if youeweght in your
predictions; define the teaching aims of the esesi topics and the stages
of the lesson, at which they can be used; complatee of the exercises.
2. Visit the websites  http://www.school.discovery.com and
http://www.easytestmaker.com. Analyze the possibilities of the program
Puzzle Maker for creating different kinds of puzszbnd the program Easy
Test Maker for creating different kinds of testdimmer create one short
puzzle and one short test yourself.
. Watch the tutorial to the program Hot Potatoes ftoex\CD-ROM [2].
.Load the program Hot Potatoes from your computeadrthe additional
information about the possibilities of this programthe Help Contents and
create one short exercise of any type.

W

[11. Post-computer work

1. Discuss the didactic materials which you've watchethe lesson, comment
on the way the teaching aims are achieved, comroantheir design,
common features and differences, analyze their emalspros and suggest
your ways of their improvement.

2. Explain the technology of making the didactic maierunder consideration
with the help of the programs which were analyzeith@lesson.




3. Suggest 2-3 exercises of different types and tegathifferent aspects of the
language which can be made with the help of autigdools.

V. Tasks for the next |aboratory work

1. Make up a catalogue of exercises made with the ¢dfefuthoring programs
for teaching different aspects of the language.

2. Divide them into two groups: exercises which canrteoduced in printed
variant and exercises which can be introduced wialya computer.

3. Design your own 3-4 didactic materials (on papee) prepared for creating
them in an electronic variant during your laborgtatork using online and
offline authoring tools for your Portfilio and tiferther presentation in class.

So, the professional preparation of prospectivehtes of the Humanities (and
FL teachers in particular) for producing electromnaterials with the help of
authoring tools is one of the important trendshieirt general preparation for using
ICTs in the future professional activity. In ourxb@ublications we’ll focus on the
other trends of using ICTs such as using Interesburces (websites, chats, blogs,
wed quests, E-mail etc.), multimedia CALL (comptdssisted language learning)
programs and the peculiarities of planning compassisted lessons.
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