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Getting Digital on Testing

1. Warming-up.

We live in the age of great changes, high speedchandtechnologies. Our pupils
were born in this age and sometimes they feel #meaohds of the day much better than we
do. It is much easier for them to get used to ti@& reality and except the rules of our
changing world. In the methodological literature seenetimes meet such termsdigital
natives and digital immigrants. Digital native is "someone who grows up using
technology and who thus feels comfortable and cdemfi with it — typically today’s
children. Their parents, on the other hand, tendetaligital immigrants, who have come
late to the world of technology, if at all. In macgses, teachers are the digital immigrants
and our younger students are the digital nativés81{9].

So, comment on the meaning of these terms. Thiokitayourselves and say if
you are digital natives or digital immigrants anowhconfident you feel about using
information and communication technologies (ICTsyour professional activity.

2. Presenting the Material.

Testing is an essential part of foreign languagehing, and ICTs can help us in
this sphere as well. With the help of technologstitey can be modern, interactive and
exciting. To illustrate the different ways of magitests with the help of ICTs let me tell
you a short story "The Adventures of a Small TeSt, listen to the story and tell what
types of tests were mentioned in the story, whagmms were used for producing them
and what kinds of tests you can produce yourselves.

The Adventures of a Small Test

Getting Digital on Testing

To be
continued...

Once upon a time there lived an English teaches. \@&rked at school and liked
her work very much. One day she was preparing dofdsson in the"®form. The lesson
was devoted to Christmas. In one of the newspagierdound a wonderful letter of a girl
teenager who was writing to Santa Claus about hestiens caused by listening to
Christmas music. Though she was 15 years old $hthie mysterious spirit of Christmas
as if she were a small child [2: 14]. The letteswaally amazing, and the teacher wanted
to discuss it with her pupils during the lesson.thare were no tasks to this letter in the
newspaper, she decided to create some tasks h@&selfer handwriting was not so good.




Besides she was in a hurry. So, she wrote the taithsher pen, made some photocopies
and they looked in the following way:
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Certainly, she saw that the way she presentedatiies twas far from perfection.
So, next time she decided to use a computer antthem

ALetter to Santa 2. On Christmas Exve Amy was waiting for the presents from Santa.
3. Amymads her mother check for prammatical srrors n the list of
I Choosethe correctvariant: presents i fear that Santa may not understand.
1. How oldis Amy? I, Maich theparts of the seiences:
2) fifteen;
ety 1. Sautaalways knew what Amy wanted ) that bumed all Christmas. Eve,
<) tirzen, 2Itwasawadion mAmyshouss  bto make pemmut burter cookies
2; What tioés she do'dbmpstéyery day? 3. Ourstockings were bung overa firsplace  ¢) andever disappoinied her
) Sheplays volleyball
) Shelistens to music; i 3 i
¢) She visits her friends,
3. Whete did she live in het childhood? IV Fillin thegaps:
2) inan old Victorian house;
b) ma block of flas; We'd g0 church. T'd sing (great; preater: the
<) pahostl restest) songs in the world and I'd fesl like 2n znpel (came

They looked much better than the previous onesMene too traditional. So, the
teacher decided to use additional options of tlognam MS Word and improve the tasks

in such a way that they could be done not in atgdivariant but in an electronic one.
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I Chaosethe sorrestvarisnt: IV.Fillin the gaps: 4

1. How oid s Amy? fliesn 4
we'dgo church. 1d sing BESRERE $hnas inthe viard and 14

2, Wratases she do simost svery dsy? EIEREOISE
3. Whare 3 she fivein her chiibood?

1 =)1n an old Victorian house;

[t} ina block of fsts;

Tcyina nostet.
4. Who wanted the biggest tree on Christmas? FEfimiether

wbody. T so full &
nd joy 1falt then can
never EakER from me| nd for, that Christmas
standsfor, is alive and ok tha iy A
generation in my family. Thank you for being a part ofit. Thank you for &
beinghelped us remember what's really important.

feel like an angel &g
of Christmas spirit a

I Saywhether the swaements are rue or false (i the i
anes)
O Amy would play Johony Mathis whis her garents were gisying A
Disney Famiy Shristmas
B On Chrisimzs Eve Amy was waiting for the presents from Sants.
B Ay mase hes moter sheck o gemmtslerers n v isiof - J
presants infasr that Santa may ot understand 4

bbhbbbbbbbbbibddd hbhbbbbbbbbbdddd

B, BB o e, e B B B B Bt B e B et B b
Lo o G A L A A L A L M

B Bt 0o 0 B B B B B B B B B B B B B B e, o o R, e,
Lol il o o A A A
Loall il ol L A A A A M

B Wi Bt B B i o B Mo, B B B e e B b B B b B b B B
Lol il ol T A A Al




But the program Microsoft Word did not allow cheuki the results
automatically. This could be done by another Officegram Microsoft Excel.
|

| A \B\CEDEE!FEGEHEIEJ!ﬁ
8
= WHATDOYOUKNOWABOUTSANTA?
|3 ANSWER
| 2 Santa Claus comes through chimney 2
| 5 He puts the presents into stocking (1]
| 6 |What animals are there in Santa's harness?  deer 2
| 7 |What tree is the symbol of Christmas? fir-tree 2
| 8 |What colour is Santa's hat? red 1 2
|2
20
| 12|YOUR MARK 8 1
|12
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4
|
|22
|22
|28
|22
2
|5
=
==
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Then she found special authoring programs whiclidcmake different types of
interactive exercises and add our own feedbackedially she liked the program "Hot
Potatoes" and created the following tests baséddretter to Santa".

[ | fifteen

D ? | seventeen

Oh no, sheis a well-bred girl.

ok |

2 What does she do almost every day?

A ? | she plays volleyball.
B ? | She listens to music
C ? | she visits her friends.

D ﬂ She fights with bays.




In order to use such electronic materials at yogligh lesson you should install
the corresponding program to your computer, créetdasks, save them and upload these
files to all the computers in the computer lab., S8ah lessons need special preparation
beforehand. But one day there appeared a probletheicomputer lab of our teacher
(maybe, it was a virus), and some necessary file® wleleted from the computers. The
teacher was rather upset because she had to ctienpglan of the lesson. She thought that
it would be very nice if she had some place whée culd store her materials and the
pupils could also find and make the exercises femm place: school, their homes, even
from the street. The only way to do it was to st#vem in the Internet. So, the teacher
created one more Christmas test with the help obmine program on the web-site
http://www.tolearnenglish.com

't/t Intermediate
English exercise "Funny Christmas Quiz" created by zimolena (01-10-2009) with The test builder
Click here to see the current stats of this English test

. In England and America Santa Claus comes through the door el
. He puts the presents into the fridge x| . door

.There are dogs  ~ in S8anta's harness. window
. chimney

. Santa's hatis red =/,

. On Christmas Eve people decorate a fi-tree v .
. At Christmas dinner British people traditionally eat ice-cream - for dessert.
. They also exchange kisses beneath a sprig of mistletoe ~ /.
. The traditional Christmas song is Ring Ring > .
10. In the song "The Twelve Days of Christmas" on the fifth day "my true love sent to me" five rings ~ .

1
2
3
4.
5. The name of Santa's reindeer is Mustang =/ .
6
7
8
9

CLICK HERE TO CHECK YOUR ANSWERS

RESULTS

1. In England and America Santa Claus comes u.mugh the CHIMNEY ~ .
2. He puts the presents into the
3. There are HORSES x DEERS in Santa's hamess

4. Santa’s hatis RED / .

5. The name of Santa's reindeeris ROCINANTE « RUDOLF .

6. On Christas Eve people decorate A FIR-TREE 7 .

7. At Christmas dinner British people traditionally eat PUDDING « for dessert.

8. They also exchange kisses beneath a sprig of MISTLETOE ~ .

9. The traditional Christmas song is JINGLE BELLS

10. In the song "The Twelve Days of Christmas™ on the fifth day "my true love sent to me"” five KISSES k RINGS .

>ATTENTION: GE TEST EST EN ATTENTE DE VALIDATION, IL PEUT DONC CONTENIR DES ERREURS AU NIVEAU
DES QUESTIONS, DES REPONSES OU DE SA CONCEPTION,

Les notes de ces tests ne sontpas prises en compte sur le livret scolaire. Aska question | Report an emor
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Your mark: 60 /100 i

Twitter

Results of the 2 people who have taken this test:
Average mark: 81.5 100

<25/100: 1 0%
25 - 49.99/100: 1 0%
[voul50 - 74.99/100; —— 0%
79 - 99.99/100: 10%
Perfect: — 50

So, our small Christmas test had an exciting adwentlong the road of
perfection and it passed the following "checkpdints

An
electronic
test in the
program authoring
Microsoft program
Excel Hot
Potatoes

A simple A printed An
written test in thq electronic
test program test in the
Microsoft program

Word Microsoft
Word




To sum it up, let’s recollect the main ways of proihg tests using ICTSs.

Software for Producing Tests: Office Programs

» Office Programs

e Microsoft H 18
Word i
»Authoring Tools

»Online Resources e Microsoft I
Excel L .0ffice ExceIA2007|

o \ /

e Hot Potatoes ® http://www tolearnenglish.com
® Quandary e http://www.easytestmaker.com/default.aspx

e http://puzzlemaker discoveryeducation.com/

ep

This story is to be continued because modern tdopies are being developed

with a very high speed and maybe tomorrow we’llabée to learn about an entirely new
way of creating such materials.

http://www.halfbakedsoftware.com/

iz

3. Laboratory Work.

Now let’s try to create some tests with the helphef software mentioned above.
We'll be using the materials of the book "Your BEaglSelf* [3]. While making a test we
should mind that there are different types of eiseicwhich can be included into the test:
multiple choice exercises, matching exercises,true/false/no information exercises,
sequencing exercisesgap-filling exercisesppen-cloze exercises,sentence transformation
exercisesword formation exercises, etc [4: 73-133]. A test may include ¢kercises of
one type or it may be mixed. Anyway, we should gralthe software we’re working
with from the point of its possibilities to creatdéferent types of exercises.

1) Creating Tests with the Help of Office Programs.

a) The program Microsoft Word allows you to crealteypes of exercises which
can be presented in a printed or electronic formcreate an electronic test with help of
this program we should use the toolbar "Forms".

» Click on "View", then "Toolbars" and finally "ForthsYou will see a
new toolbar.

» Write an easy question, for example "What's theitehpof Great
Britain?"




» Click on "Text Form Field" and a grey space wilpapr. Then click on
"Protect Form" and you’ll be able to write in tisisace.

» x| Forms X

NMEEIEEEE P R e
Texk Forri Field [E=——

| “What iz the capital of Great Britain? London | |

»  Click on "Check box Form Field" and you’'ll get fck" sign. Then
click on "Protect Form" and you'll be able to phétcross in it.

abl [ | 8 4 0 EEja

- ac “What is the capital of Great Britain?
2

B London

L[] Glasgew
heck Box Form Field| [ Manchester

» Click on "Drop-Down Form Field" and you'll see aegrspace again. Then
click on "Form Field Options Field", insert the pide variants of
answering your question and click "OK". Then préss "Protect Form"
button and you'll be able to choose the correciavdr

abl 7 [ 2 oalle & A E e EE e e

Drop-Dawn Form Field| Farm Figld Optil:uns|

at is the capital of Great Britain? [London *|

Drop-down iker: Items in drop-down lisk:

[
Glasgaow
e Manchester GIESQDW
Maove hest
Manchester
Remove E]

The advantage of creating tests using this progianthat it is simple. The
disadvantage is that the answers cannot be checkethatically.

To get more information about creating tests usinms see the references [1:15-19],
[5:28-31] (Module 7).

b) Creating tests in the program Microsoft Excelnisre difficult and time-
consuming. You should have some skills of workirithwhe table redactors and inputting
formulae into the cells. To learn how to creatéstesing this program see the references
[5:36-48] (Module 8).

Here is the sample of a gap-filling test createdhwhe help of the Office
program MS Word and based on the extract fromake"Time Capsule" [3:105-106].



Fill in the Dlanks.

Buzz-buzz. The telephone isringing. Pick up the receiver, please. You are on the
phene now. You can to a relative or friend who is far away. It was Alexander Bell who

made it possible for you by inventing an apparatus *| sending or receiving sound in

1876. The telephone was big and immobile me, but today there cell-

phones, that is small gadgets which you can carry here. But don't take it fora

children’s game “Telephone” which is popular in 1

2) Creating Tests with the Help of Authoring Tools.

Authoring toolis "an installable program that allows you to ceeataterials in
electronic format which can then be distributedao€D-ROM, DVD, USB pen drive,
floppy disk or via a web page to your learners" 29]. One of the most popular
authoring programs is "Hot Potatoes" which can bewrdoaded freely from
http://hotpot.uvic.ca/installed on your computer and used for educatipurposes free
of charge. It allows you to creataultiple-choice exercises,short-answer exercises,
hybrid questions (short-answer questions that turn intdtipherchoice questions after
several attemptsyap-fill exercisesjumbled-sentence exercisesmatching exercises etc.
To get started you should use the Help Contentstlamdutorials of the program. Let’s
create a simple matching exercise.

» Load the program Hot Potatoes from your computer.
» Watch the video tutorial to the program from theoWHto Teach English
with Technology" CD-ROM (Chapter 10) [1].

how to teach english with technology how to teach english with technology

e= _—
> FoIIow the |nstruct|ons |n th tutonal and createhort matching exercise

(instead of the video tutorial you may use a texorial in the "Help"
menu of the program).

The advantage of creating tests using the progrddos Potatoes" is that we can
create interactive tests with our own feedback, addtimedia to the tests and make
different types of exercises, which can be put orte unit with the help of the additional
program Masher. The disadvantage is that it illa kit time-consuming.

To get more information about creating tests usinthoring tools see the references
[1:129-135], [6:59-61].

Here is the sample of a matching exercise creatttdthe help of "Hot Potatoes" and
based on the text "Talking about TV Programmesl{3:116].




Talking about TV Programmes

Matching exercise

Match the parts of the dialogue on the right to the corresponding items on the left.

.
Sorry! Try again. Incorrect matches have been
removed.

Your score is 75%.

Hooray! It’s Friday. We can enjoy
ourselves to our hearts’ content.
What are your plans? m

I've got a lot of to do about the Why7 Are you expecting guests?
house first: cleaning my room,
ironing my clothes, and food
shopping. Importantly, Il have to
cope with all that by 5 o'clock.

lam going to a football match at
What kind of quiz-show is it? It’s a general knowledge quiz show 4.20 p.m. and then | am going to
“Mastermind”. listen to my favourite FM radio
station.

If 'm not mistaken, there will be a Oh? You mean that funny guy who
humorous TV show called “Mr. almost never speaks and fails at
Bean” around 7 p.m. everything he tries todo?

2) Creating Tests with the Help of Online Resources
Online resources can help us to create tests orBiome recourses suggest only
printable tests, for examplettp://www.easytestmaker.com, some of them — interactive
tests, for exampléttp://www.tolearnenglish.comTo make an interactive test you need
more time than we have at this lesson. So, legatera simple printable test with the help
of an online program alttp://www.easytestmaker.com. This test builder allows us to
create different types of tests suchnastiple choice tests,trueffalse tests,short answer
tests,matching tests andill in the blank tests. You can also create a mixed test which
includes different types of exercises.
» Visit the websitehttp: //mwww.easytestmaker.com and login (now your may
use the presenter’s login and password but latgster yourselves).
» Press the "Click here" button to read the textrtatdo the test builder.

On each test you create you can add as many or as few gquestions of each type all on thg
test could be all multiple choice ar half multiple choice and the restfill in the hlank. You ar|
any number of test questions or how you mix the test with different question types.
Click here to learn how to manage ) . .
your tests with EasyTestMaker, Click the guestion type below to see it's features:
Click here to learn how to add + Multiple Choice
questions to your tests. + Irue and False
) ) + Matching
Click here to learn how to print your + FEillin-the-blank
test, + Shott Answer
L] fasy estllaker « The easy way ko make your terts
Fo e e . m.u.,“m—.% = — = =
o ] Lo ShnRme iy 5| [seowsTest freane o
5 Krause's [<= Back to bast] F
: E Inst e blank | instructs d.)
= £l Instructions (leave blank f no spacial instructions are requira:
= DIy ﬁmﬁﬁggg % |B £ U Al SljSnFE ==
g #1|  [Match up the calors wiht the type of object they generally belong to.
E| | Alaska is one of the 50 states in the US?| 3
g
. Rasat Oedor | Randomiza Onder | Rosat Onder | Randomize Onder | 2|
&) True  Order Answer Order
© b) False 1 | — N
| | T —— ( = R
I™ Start question on = new page ®sky 3 =] [bue 3
™ Check to continue adding auestions, T —— |—_|: S e

» Click on "Create a new test" and choose the tyghefest.



» Follow the instructions step by step, create atdlest and print it.

The advantage of creating tests using online te#tldrs is that we can save all
our tests in our personal "box" at the web site amdcan work with them in any room
which has at least one computer connected to tteenet. The disadvantage is that you
should have the access to the Internet and beutavieh copyrights especially if your test
is published for everybody’s usage.

To get more information about creating tests usimiine resources see the
references [1:126-129], [6:57-59].

Here is the sample of a multiple choice test (ireketronic variant) based on the
text "Save Rare Animals" [3:87-88].

Truef

Test Preview Fales | Mtipe Chaios | Shart Answer | Matohing | Fillin the blank
Ed | R
T‘t Save Rare Animals _Edit 1) whatis the most famous rare animal?
P Uy
Dewn  PErhaps the most famous rare animals is the panda. Twenty years ago it was nearly extinct. P a) Cheetah
It’s even become a symbol for wildiife conservation, Dawn b) Pand.
Delete: ) Panda
There is a serious hahitat problem because of number of reasons, Delete
1. after pollution or destruction (the natural home of plant or animals) habitats takes it many ¢} Elephant

years (sometimes hundreds or even thousands) to grow again,
2. Poliution and destruction change the balance of nature. Each species in a hahitat (far
example, wood, jungle, marsh or forest needs and helps the rest), If one animal, bird or

F:‘;“:' Mitiple Choice | Short Answer | hatching | Fill in the biank

insect disappears, all the others suffer toa At o) yyhatis s habitat?

Habitats and animals are disappearing in Africa, Asia and Europe. Since 1947 in Britain, far up P "

axample: a) A set of individual habits of a person
S0% of the woods have disappearsd; Dawn b) A resident of some area

50% of the marshes have disappeared; Delete

95% of meadows have disappeared. &) The natural home of plants or animals

And what has taken the place of these green, natural places? Houses, farms, cities, streets,
roads and factories. Because of this rare species are dying.
There's only one way to save wild animals and wild habitats - conservation, that means
protecting animals in danger by law, creating necessary conditions for their life. If this Edit 3
doesn’t happen, many rare wild animals will soon have just one habitat - the zoo, Up
Trued
False

True! .
ot | Miphe Chaics

Shart Answer

Matching [ Fill in the blank

What happens with many species of rare animals?
a) They are disappearing
b) They are propagating

Dawn

Wit Crie | shr scer | itng | 6 i th hrk | Socon Wontng Gy qustions fom st et
Delete

c) They are killing each ather

In conclusion it's worth saying that testing istran easy process both for the
teachers of foreign languages and the pupils. Bleigrating ICTs into this process can
really help us to make it interesting, less diffiand more successful.
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