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ABSTRACT

The purpose of article is to use the example of Zhytomyr Oblast and describe the daily
survival practices of women collective farmers in the conditions of the reconstruction of the
collective farm system and the famine of 1946-1947 and the peculiarities of their perception
of those transformational processes, which they were witnesses and participants of.

Scientific novelty. The topic of everyday life in the Ukrainian village in the period of late
Stalinism is considered from the aspect of experience of Ukrainian collective farmers women
for the first time in Ukrainian historiography.

Conclusion. The core of the post-war reconstruction of the Ukrainian village was the
restoration of the collective farm system. Given the changes in the demographic situation
caused by the war and the German occupation of Ukrainian territories, women were the main
mobilization resource for replenishing the ranks of collective farm workers. The memories of
peasant women/peasants of Zhytomyr region provide grounds for the conclusion that in the
period under study, the collective farm system had a distinctly discriminatory nature for
women. Labor relations in the structure of the collective farm, which during the famine of
1946-1947 had a repressive character, had a dominant influence on the everyday lifestyle of
the rural family.

According to the stories of our respondents, in the period we studied, the responsibility for
the survival of the family mostly rested on the woman-mother. In historiography, this status of
hers is usually called ‘double burden’. There have been certain changes in the spatial and
temporal dimensions of women'’s everyday life. The woman had to combine hard work in the
collective farm with work in the household and care and upbringing of children. During the
famine of 1946-1947, women’s survival practices to some extent depended on her status:
either she was a ‘widow’ (the breadwinner of the family) or ‘had a husband’ (responsibility for
providing for the family was shared between spouses). In general, it can be confidently
asserted that the strategies of everyday behavior of the peasants in the first years of post-war
reconstruction had a clear imprint of gender-colored labeling.

Keywords. Collective farm, collective farmer, everyday life, woman, peasant, famine,
working day (trudoden’)
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AHOTALIA

Mema cmammi - Ha npukiazi KUTOMHUPIIMHM OXapaKTepu3yBaTH MNPaKTUKHU
MOBCSAK/AEHHOTO MpO/BMXUBAaHHS >KIHOK-KOJITOCIIHUIb B YMOBax BiZilGyZ0BH KOJTOCITHOI
cucteMu 1 rosony 1946-1947 pokiB Ta 0COGJMBOCTI CHOPUMHATTA HHUMH THX
TpaHchopMaLilHUX MPOLECIB, CBiJKAMU 1 yYaCHUKAMU SIKHUX BOHU OYJIH.

Haykoea HoBU3Ha TIOJIITAaE Y TOMYy, L0 BIepllie B yKpaiHCbKiK icTopiorpadil Tema
[IOBCAK/J€HHSA YKPalHCHKOTIO ceJla y Iepio/ Ni3HbOTO CTaliHi3My PO3IJIAJAETHCA 3 TOYKHU 30pYy
NPOKMBAHHS KOT0 YKPaiHCbKUMM KIHKaMH KOJITOCITHULAMHU.

BucHoeku. CTepXHeM IIOBOEHHOI BifOyZl0BM YyKpaiHCbKOro cesia 6yJi0o Bi/[HOBJIEHHS
KOJITOCIIHOI CHCTeMHU. 3BaXKalO4yW Ha 3MiHM JieMorpadiyHoi cuTyarlil, 3yMoBJieHi BiHHOWO Ta
HIMEIbKOI0 OKYMAI[i€l0 YKpPaiHCbKUX TEPUTOpid, OCHOBHMUM MOOii3aliiHuM pecypcoM
MONOBHEHHsI JIaB KOJITOCIIHUKIB, BHUCTynasio KiHonTBo. Crnoragu cesisTHOK/cessiH
KutoMupummHM fAaroTh MiJCTaBU AJA BUCHOBKY, L0 Y JOCJHi[pKYBaHMW HaMM Iepiof,
KOJITOCIHA CHUCTeMa MaJia BUPa3HO AUCKPUMIiHALIMHUN XapakTep A XKiHOK. Ha cTuiicTuky
MOBCAK/JIEHHA CiJIbCbKOI POJAMHU JOMIHYIOUHMM BIJIMB MaJId TPYZOBi BiAHOCUHU B CTPYKTYpIi
KoJIrocny, ki y nepiog rosiony 1946-1947 pokiB HOCHJIK pellpeCUBHUM XapaKTep.

Cyaaun 3 poO3NOBifed HallMX PEeCHoHJEHTIB, y JAOCHI[KYBaHMM HaMu Iepioj
BimoBigabHiCTE 32 NMpo(BU)KUBaHHSA POAWHH 3/1€6iBIIOrO JeXasa Ha KiHmi-mMaTepi. B
icropiorpadii Takumii ii cTraTyc NPUHHATO HA3WBATU «IOABIMHMM HaBaHTAXKEHHSIM».
Bizn6ysvcs neBHi 3MiHM y IPOCTOPOBOMY Ta 4YaCOBOMY BHMipi xkiHOYOTO MOBCAKAeHHS. XKiHKa
3MylleHa OyJia TOEAHYBAaTH BaXKy Npali y Kojarocmi 3 po6oTOl B JOMAIIHbOMY
rOCHOAApPCTBI Ta JOIJIAAOM i BUXOBAaHHAM AiTel. Y nepion rosony 1946-1947 pokiB xiHoui
NPAaKTUKW BI)KMUBAaHHsS MEBHOIO Mipolo 3ajexanu Big ii cratycy: Gysa me «BAOBa»
(rogyBasbHULS POJMHM) YU «MaJsla 4YOJIOBiKa» (BiANMOBiJasbHICTH 3a 3a6e3nedeHHs CiM'i
po3noiisanaacs MiXK NOAPYHOKAM). 3arajioM, MOXKHa BIIEBHEHO CTBEP/PKYBATH, IO CTpaTeril
MOBCSK/IEHHOI OBE/[IHKHU CeJISTH Yy Teplli pOKH MOBOEHHOI BiJ0Y0BH MaJsIk 4iTKUH BiAOUTOK
reH/IepHO 3a6apBJIEHOr0 MapKyBaHHS.

Kawuoei caoea: xoirocn, KOJTOCHHUIS, MOBCAKJEHHS, XKiHKa, CeJfdHKa, TOJIOZ,
TPYZLOJEHb

The study of the problem of everyday life of the Ukrainian village during the
period of late Stalinism appears to be a promising direction of scientific research. In
the rather voluminous historiographic array of works on the topic of post-war
reconstruction of agriculture, this aspect still remains insufficiently covered. The
limitation of the public women’s narrative about the late-Stalin period, insufficient
representation in the public and scientific discourse in aspect of the «female
construction of subjectivity»! is noticeable.

The personal trajectories of the peasant women’s experiences of the crisis

1 Dobre C.-F. Women remembering communism in Romania: former political detainees’ perspectives.
Women and Minorities Archives: Subjects of Archiving. 2011. Vol. 3. S. 42-58.

Eminak, 2022, 3 (39)



CYYACHA ICTOPIA 127

circumstances associated with the restoration of the collective farm system in 1944-
1945, the famine of 1946-1947 and the actual lack of everyday goods remained
outside the scope of historical research for a long time, with the exception for some
aspects that attracted the attention of ethnographers. This kind of historical sources
«were not very «desirable» in the Soviet practice of collecting and storing
information»2. However, in the modern conditions of the development of domestic
historical science on the basis of «methodological pluralism (multiparadigmality)»3, it
is obvious that methodological approaches have shifted to the niche of «gender
history»4, «everyday life of the era of socialism»5 and «oral history»6. This
determined the active attention of researchers «to the person as an active agent of
history, and to personal experience as a basic socio-cultural value of society»?.

The reconstruction of individual components of rural everyday life of the post-war
era is carried out by us on the basis of the methodological principles of «women'’s
history»® using the «oral history»® method. Our research is based on archival
documents and sources of personal origin - memories of women of Zhytomyr Region.
In the process of working on the problem, we processed 48 stories from the lives of
women residents of the Zhytomyr region, as well as five men born in 1934-1938,
collected during 2017-2021. Based on the goal and tasks of our research, the process
of information gathering took place in the form of conducting a «problematic (single-
issue) interview aimed at studying the «experience» of a person»10 of the dramatic
realities of the post-war period (mid-1940s - first half of 1950s years) and
«combined method during which the intervention of the correspondent in the
structure of the interview is minimal»11, It should be noted that all respondents were
elderly at the time of the survey. At the time of the end of the occupation, the oldest

2 Cmsnekina O. JlroavHa B pafsHChKiN npoBiHLii: ocBoeHHs (Big)MoBu. JJoHenpk: JJonHY. 2013. 296 c.

3 [1omo3da K. CydacHi morsiafib Ha Npo6JeMy IepeoCMUCJeHHs iCTOPUYHOro MHUHYyJOro. Ykpaiua:
Ky/bmypHa cnadwuHa, HayioHaabHa cgidomicmy, depocasHicms. 2006-2007. Ne 15. C. 842-854.

4 Kico 0. YKiHoua icTopia fK HampsMOK ICTOPHUYHUX JOCHI[PKeHb: CTaHOBJIEHHs QeMiHicTcbKOl
MeTozo10ril. Ykpaincokutl icmopuunuil scypHan. 2012. Ne 2. C. 159-172.

5 [lanunexko B. TloBcakAeHHE XXUTTS YKPalHCbKUX ceJisiH y TOBOeHHUH nepiof (1945-1953 pp.). Ykpaina
XX cm.: kyabmypa, ideosozis, noaimuka. 2005. Bum. 9. C. 3-16.

6 I'pinuenko I. YcHi icTopii: MeToau aHami3y Ta BapiaTUBHICTb my6JiKaliil pe3y/bTaTiB JoC/ipKeHHS.
Bicnuk Xapkiecbkozo HayioHasnbHo20 yHigepcumemy: Cepia «lcmopia YkpaiHu. YkpaiHo3Hagcmeo:
icmopuuni ma ginococoki Haykur». 2010. Bum. 13. N2 906. C. 6-15

7 I'pinuenko I, Pe6posa I, PomaHosa I. YcHa icTopisi B MOCTPaASHCbKUX JOCAIAHUIBKHX TPAKTUKaxX (Ha
npukaazi cydacHux Binopyci, Pocii Ta Ykpainu). Ykpaincokuil icmopuunuti scypraa. 2012. Ne 4. C. 172-
187.

8YcHa »xiHoya ictopisa. [loBepHeHHs: IcTopiorpadis cifbcbKMX KIHOK B KOHTEKCTi CYCIiJIbHO-
icropuunux ¢akTopiB pajsHcbKoro i mepexigHoro mepiogiB. Kui: XL «Cnagmwuna», 2003. 372 c.;
lllymoea O.M. YcTHas v reHJiepHast UCTOPUS B CBeTE aHTPOIOJIOTU3A MU UcToprorpaduu. eHIIUHEBI B
HCTOPHUU: BO3MOXHOCTB ObITh YBUJEHHbIMU: C6. Hayd. ctaTel / mog pef. U.P. Unkanosoi. Munck: BI'ITY,
2001. C. 55-74.

9 Kicb 0. YcHa icTopisi: cTaHOBJIEHHS, Tpo6JieMaTHKa, MeTOA0JI0TiuHi 3acaau. Ykpaina ModepHa. T. 11.
2006. C. 7-24; XacaHoe O.P. MeTobl YCTHOH UCTOPUM B MU3yYeHUH MOBCEJHEBHOU »KHU3HU COBETCKOIO
KpecTbsiHCTBA. Becmhuk Camapckozo 2ocydapcmeenHozo yHusepcumema. 2014. C. 53-59.

10 ['pinvenko I'. YcHi icTopii: MeToau aHaizy... C. 11.

11 Mosadascvka T. «CBosI» i «He CBOsI»: paZifiHCbKa Ta YKpaiHChbKa BJIaJia B YyCHOMY CeJIIHCbKOMY HapaTHBi
CrenoBoro [loguinpos’ss. CycninbHi 34amu | nogsopomHi momeHmu: Makponodii Kpisb npusmy
asmoobiozpagiuHoi po3nogidi: Mamepiaau MixcHapoodHoi Haykoeoi koH@epenyii, 25-26 Bepecusa 2014 p,,
M. JIbBiB. JIbBiB: IHCTUTYT Hapo03HaBCTBa, 2014. C. 148.
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woman interviewed was 22 years old (born in 1922). The vast majority of the rest of
the women entered the post-war period as children and adolescents: from 4 (born in
1940) to 15 (born in 1929). The events that formed the basis of their stories took
place during their childhood or adolescence. On the one hand, this questions the
reliability of their memories, makes them «unreliable witnesses, not only because the
details are erased, but also because the past, when confronted with the present, is
romanticized, seems more correct and understandable»!2. But at the same time, this
«subjectivity is the life experience of an individual»!3 who experienced a socio-
political crisis in the first post-war years, «a certain construct of the past, a
representation that is largely determined by the contexts of these women'’s lives» 14.
Women's memories give us an idea of the unique behavior patterns of women in an
economically backward, agrarian region, their ways of adaptation and survival in the
conditions of post-war devastation, famine (1946-1947), the omnipotence of the
collective farm leadership, and extreme material and financial poverty.

For a long time, the topic we defined remained outside the scope of historical
research. Only recently, several scientific investigations have appeared, in which the
anthropology of the memory of the rural women of Zhytomyr region about the post-
war everyday life, their practices of living it in the conditions of the reconstruction of
the collective farm system is highlighted!5. Some of its aspects are touched upon in
the candidate thesis of N.Kovalenkol6. Since the methodological principles of our
scientific research go beyond the scope of one methodological approach, the
historiographical basis of writing the article became works on the problems of the
socio-economic development of the Ukrainian villagel?, the organization of peasant
life!8. Given the subject of the research, the study is of particular interest of the
gender-tinged experience of the population during certain periods of the

12 Cmsaoxckina O. JlrogyHa B paZHCBKIH MpOBIHII: OCBOEHHS (Bix)MoOBHL. URL:
https://uamoderna.com/md/212-212

13 XacsHoe O.P. MeTo/ibl YCTHOM UCTOPHHU B U3y4eHHUU OBCEJHEBHOM XKU3HU COBETCKOI'0 KPeCThsIHCTBA.
Becmuuk Camapckozo eocydapcmeerHozo yH-ma. 2014. Ne 1. C. 57.

14 Kico O. YcHa xiHo4a icTopisi sik deMiHiCTCbKUN MpoeKT: 3axifHi Teopii, mocTpaJgaHCbKI KOHTEKCTH,
yKpaiHCchbKi npakTUKU. HapodosHasui 3owumu. 2015. N2 6 (126). C. 1392.

15 Starodubets G. Anthropology of memory of rural women of Zhytomyr region about post-war everyday
life. IHmepmaym: icmopis, noaimuka, Kysnemypa. 2021. Ne9. C.195-208; Starodubets G. Women'’s
Experience of Participation in the Sovietisation Process in Ukrainian Villages in the 1920s and 1940s in
Terms of Regional Peculiarities. Pamieé i sprawiedliwos¢: Pismo naukowe poswiecone historii najnowszej.
2020. Ne 1 (36). S. 153-168; Cmapodybeys I'. [loBoOEHHe NOBCAKAEHHS KPi3b MPU3MY KiHOYOI'0 JOCBifY.
BinHuyuuHa 8 poku /J]pyzoi ceimoeoi giiinu. [Jo 80-piuyus nouamky HiMmeybko-padsiHcbKoi giliHu: mamepiaau
XXXII Binnuyvkoi eceykpaitcbkoi Haykosoi icmopuko-Kpae3Hagyoi koHgpepeHyii 3 midcHapodHow yuacmio
/ Biam. pen. 10.A. 3inbko. Binnunga: Himau-JIT/, 2021. C. 131-134.

16 Kosasienko H./I. ColjiasibHO-eKOHOMIYHUHM Ta KyJbTYpPHUH PO3BUTOK YKPaiHCBKOIO Cesla HaMpPHUKiHLI
1943 - nepioi nosoBuHu 1953 pp. (Ha MaTepianax Kutomupcbkoi o6sacTi). Juc... k. ict. H.: 07.00.01 -
ictopis Ykpainu / HaunioHanbHu# yHiBepcuTeT «OcTpo3bka akageMis». Octpor, 2017.

17 Cywuxk 1.B. BonuHb MOBOEHHA: COLja/IbHO-eKOHOMIiUHI Ta Ky/bTypHi nponecu 40-50 pp. XX cT. JIynbk:
Bexa-/lpyk. 2019. 276 c.; Janusenko B, Jlaac H., CmoabHiybka M. YKpaiHCbKe CYCHiJIbCTBO: BiJj Mi3HBOIO
CTaJsiHI3My 10 XpyIIoBCbKOl «Bigauru». Ykpaina XX cm.: kyabemypa, ideonozis, noaimuka. 2014. Bum. 19.
C.5-19.

18 Iko6yyk H.0. YKpaiHCbKe CycHiJbCTBO y MOBOeHHUU mnepion (1945-1953 pp.): couiasbHUNA BUMID i
MOBCAKAEHHICTb. Bilicbkogo-icmopuyHuii mepudian. Enekmponnuil Haykosuli ¢paxosuil sicypHas 2019.
Bun. 2 (24). C.99-113; Kosnak/I.B. CoujiaJbHO-IOGYTOBI YMOBH XKUTTSI HaceJeHHd YKpaiHU B JApyTid
nosioBuHi XX cT. (1945-2000 pp.). Kuis: In-T icTopii Ykpainu HAH Ykpaiuu, 2003.
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Soviet/communist regime. Among the most notable are the works of O. Stiazhkina??,
0. Kis20, K. Kobchenko?! and others22.

For a deeper understanding of the ontological essence of Bolshevism/Stalinism, it
is interesting to compare women’s experience of postwar everyday life in the
conditions of the establishment of a communist regime in Central and Eastern
Europe, which is analyzed in the works of Polish and Romanian researchers. In
particular, the participants of the Polish-Romanian research project «Returning the
Future by Restoring the Past: Women’s Narratives of Life under Communism»
published an article based on the results of their research, the comparative structure
of which allows us to identify the common and distinctive features of women’s
practices of experiencing the events of the period under current research in Romania,
Poland and East Germany?3. The topic of open science up for more female experiences
and for more of her stories is raised in the monograph of Polish researchers under
the general editorship of Urshula Markowska-Manista and Justyna Pilarska?4. So, the
historiographic work on the problems of women’s experience of surviving/living in
social cataclysms in the conditions of the Stalinist totalitarian regime is quite
voluminous. However, the topic of everyday rural women/collective farmers in Volyn
still remains poorly researched.

The purpose of article is to use the example of Zhytomyr Oblast and describe the
daily survival practices of women collective farmers in the conditions of the
reconstruction of the collective farm system and the famine of 1946-1947 and the
peculiarities of their perception of those transformational processes, which they were
witnesses and participants of.

The liberation of the Zhytomyr region from the German occupiers began at the end
of 1943, and in fact, reconstruction processes unfolded in parallel. The scale of losses in
the region during 1941-1943 was impressive both in terms of material and technical
dimensions, and quantitatively - in terms of human casualties. In particular, «the total
losses of the region reached 22 billion roubles»25 and «more than 400,000 residents (in
fact, every fourth) did not return home due to various reasons»26, In 35 districts of the
region, 73 settlements were completely destroyed, 454 were partially destroyed 27.

The demographic situation in the region, as well as in Ukraine as a whole, has

19 Cmsckina O.B. YKinku YkpaiHu B NOBCAKAeHH] okynanii: BigMiHHOCTI cueHapiiB, iHTeHLil i pecypcu
BWXKUBAHHSA. YkpaiHcokull icmopuyHutl scypHaa. 2015. Ne 2. C. 42-66.

20 Kico O. Yxkpainku B 'YJIATy: Bu2kuTH 3Ha4UTh nepeMorTH. JIbBiB: IH-T Hapogo3HaBcTBa HAH Ykpainy,
2017.287 c.

21 Kobuenko K. TeniepHa nosiTuka pajgsHcbKol Biaagu 1930-x pokiB: Mk Mponara’zon Ta peabHiCTIo.
Haykosi 3anucku HayioHaibHozo yHigepcumemy «Ocmpo3vka akademisi». Cepisi: ['eHziepHi JocipKeHHS.
2016. Bum. 2. C. 56-72.

22 Mammineni /. «KiHKM B KoJrocmax - BeJIMKa CHJIa»: XTO BOHM - YKpPAlHCBbKI NpPU3BiJHHULI
T'onomomopy? Ykpaina Modepra. 2018. 20 Bepecus. URL: http://uamoderna.com/md/matlingly-women-
in-kolkhoz

23 Dobre C.-F,, Jonda B., Skorzyniska I, Wachowiak A. Regaining the future by rebuilding the past? Women'’s
narratives of life during communism. Sensus Historiae. 2015. Vol. 18. N2 1. S. 11-34.

24 Markowska-Manista U, Pilarska]. An introspective approach to women'’s intercultural fieldwork:
female researcher’s narrations based on their intercultural experiences from the field. Warszawa:
Wydawnictwo Akademii Pedagogiki Specjalnej, 2017. P. 43.

25 ) KutoMupIiyHa: iCTOpUYHUM Hapuc: HaBd. moci6. / A.B. Boiitenko, O.M.IBamenko, O.C.Ky3bmiH.
Kuromup: loniceg, 2003. C. 176.

26 Kosasienko H. ConiaibHO-eKOHOMIYHUH Ta KYJbTYPHUN po3BUTOK... C. 59-60.

27 The State Archives of Zhytomyr Region (SAZhR). Fund P-2622. List 1. File 1248. P. 21.
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shown an obvious reduction in the number of the male population. For example, only
in the Korostyshiv district (northern part of the region) «the population of the
destroyed collective farms, in a large part - men able to work, was destroyed on the
spot. Most of the women were taken to Germany. And the rest of the population,
mostly old people, women and children settled in other villages of the district»2s.

Given the situation, it is clear that the main burden of reconstruction processes fell
on the shoulders of women. The peasant woman took responsibility for fulfilling her
obligations to the state and her family quite consciously and, even if forced, but
voluntarily. In modern historiography, this informal status of hers is called «double
burden», «woman for everything»2°.

Paying tribute to the researchers of this period, we note that traditionally
historiography (including the Soviet one) emphasizes the special role of a woman in
process of reconstruction of various spheres of the «national economy». However, her
image in the scientific literature is rather «collective» «generalized» rather than
«individual», «personalized». She is considered as an important labor resource
mobilized by the state to solve economic, cultural, educational, etc. issues. Behind the
facade of the «working everyday life» of a collective farm woman, painted in different
colors and shades, depending on the period of the historiography, the individual
trajectory of her life during this period is faintly visible.

Work in a collective farm. Practices of survival in the conditions of the
famine of 1946-1947.

The lion’s share of the respondents we interviewed are peasant women, so their
memories are closely related to life on a collective farm. For the vast majority of them,
it was an objective reality in which they grew up and without which they could not
imagine their lives. It should be noted that our respondents consider work to be an
important element of their identity as a member of a rural micro-society. Usually,
they consider women'’s experience of living in the occupation and post-war periods as
an unalterable, natural given, which is perceived as the natural state of a woman.

Very often in their stories, the word «work» is used as a synonym for the phrase
«collective farm» («we went to work all the time»30). For an agrarian region such as
Zhytomyr region, working in a collective farm was actually the only option for
employment for peasant women - «we did not know another life. We have to go,
either we want it or no» 31, «by this time everyone had already gone to the collective
farm, where else would we go»32, «maybe not everyone wanted to, but everyone went
to the collective farm. There was no discussion about whether you want it or not»33,
«then everyone went to the collective farm, everyone went to do the norms»34, «and

28 SAZhR. Fund P-2622. List 1. File 1248. P. 119.

29Dobre C.-F,, Jonda B., Skérzynska 1., Wachowiak A. Regaining the future... S. 24.

30 Recorded on November 28, 2019 in the village of Uzhachyn, Novograd-Volyn district, Zhytomyr region
from Zagryva Nina Silvestrivna, born in 1936.

31 Recorded on December 14, 2017 in the village of Pavlenkivka, Zhytomyr district, Zhytomyr region
from Shevchuk Nadiya Petrivna, born in 1937.

32 Recorded on December 25, 2017 in the village of Yosypivka, Starokonstyantyniv district, Khmelnytskyi
region from Vasyliuk Maria Demyanivna, born in 1931

33 Recorded on December 25, 2017 in the village Karvynivka, Romanivska district, Zhytomyr region from
Halitska Halyna Stanislavivna, born in 1936.

34 Recorded on November 8, 2020 in the village of Sloboda Sholomkivska, Ovrutsky district, Zhytomyr
region from Turbal Hanna Oleksiivna, born in 1937.
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where else we could go, if not to the collective farm»35. As a rule, both women’s and
men’s memories of the daily life of the collective farm are filled with negative
connotations - «the collective farm as a horror... God...»36. First of all, they emphasize
that the work was daily and very difficult, especially for women. The strategy of
women'’s behavior was determined by «a wide range of social roles»37. Thus, during
the period of field work in the spring, summer and autumn, they had to combine work
in the collective farm («kolhospnytsia») with running their household («housewife»)
and taking care of the family («mother»).

For a peasant woman, self-care was always not in the first place, moreover in the
first post-occupation years. «Transferring the slogans of the war into post-war
everyday life, the state urged its citizens to leave all personal dreams, experiences,
and hopes for «better times»»38. Instead, ideas of overcoming difficulties for the sake
of a bright future were promoted in various variations.

For objective reasons, industrial relations in agriculture were subjected to
feminization due to the use of the labor of the female population. «If in 1940, men
accounted for 49% among the collective farm workers able to work of Ukraine, then
at the beginning of 1945 - a little more than 20%»39. The situation in Zhytomyr
region was similar. For example, in 1946, the collective farm peasantry of the Bazar
district was structured by gender as follows: men able to work aged 16 to 60 made up
2 535 people (30%), women aged 16 to 55 - 5809 people (70%)40. Due to the actual
lack of the necessary agricultural machinery, collective farm women, as the main
labor force of the collective farm, in the first years after the war cultivated the fields
manually. «Quite often we had to dig with shovels. For example, in the spring of 1944,
peasants dug up 500 hectares in the Radomyshl district»*!. «These women are poor,
harnessed to and by cows and plowed and dragged. They had to cultivate at least
their own field and went to the (collective farm) field. They were pushed. She had no
right to lie down and sleep at night. It is a whole night that she has to spin the ropes
and do the binding. And the hoe is with her. As soon as she prepared the ropes, she
goes hoeing the beetroots. Everything was done manually. It was very difficult for
them», - sums up H. Bilonig#2. Mothers often took their children with them, who «even
though they were small, but went to help»#3, «to work in the field»#4, «to weed the

35 Recorded on May 15, 2021 in the city of Radomyshl, Zhytomyr region from Shevtsova Nadiia
Semenivna, born in 1940.

36 Recorded on December 30, 2017 in the village Sadky, Zhytomyr district from Hryshenchuk Halyna
Yuriivna, born 1938.

37 Cykoeamas B. YcTHble MCTOpHUH, reHJepHasl NMaMATb U KEHCKHEe CTpaTerMy BbDKUBAHMUA B 3MOXY
craaunusMa. 3 apxieie BYUK I'TlY-HKB/-KT'B. 2010. Ne 2 (35). C. 347.

38 CmosbHiybka M. Jlo mpo6yieMH CTAaHOBUIIIA YOJIOBIKIB i )KiHOK ¥ cisibcbkoMy corjiymi B YPCP B cepeguHi
1940-x - Ha moyaTKy 1950-X pp. Ykpaina XX cmoaimms: kyabmypa, ideoso2is, noaimuka. 2013. Bum. 18.
C.174.

39 [cTopist yKpaiHCbKOr0O CeJITHCTBA: HAPUCH B 2-X ToMax / roJ. pegaktop B.M. JlutBuH. Kui: HaykoBa
nyMmka, 2006. T. 2. C. 454.

40 SAZhR. Fund P-2622. List 1. File 1173. P. 59.

41 Kogasenko H. ConjiaIbHO-eKOHOMIYHMH Ta Ky/JIbTYPHUHU PO3BUTOK... C. 57.

42 Recorded on April 11, 2021 in the village of Sokilcha, Popilnyan district, Zhytomyr region from Bilonih
Halyna Lavrivna born in 1939.

43 Recorded on November 10, 2020 in the village of Velika Tsvilya, Horodnytsia district, Zhytomyr region
from Yakymets Olga Vasylivna, born in 1933.

44 Recorded on April 18, 2021 in the village of Romaniv, Shepetivka district, Khmelnytsk region from
Yakovchuk Valentyna Andriivna, born in 1940.
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linen»45, «to run behind the harrow»46. In this way, the children were not left
unattended, and on the other hand, they helped their mothers earn a «trudodenj»
(labor day)#47.

In the story of each village respondent, the collective farm is associated not only
with hard work, but also with the absence of salary, and therefore - absence of
livelihood. According to the calculations of domestic researchers, «work in a
collective farm gave peasants only 0.5% of monetary income (95% of the money they
made by selling products grown on the homestead, primarily to pay taxes to the same
state)»8. Instead, their work was paid in so-called «trudodni», «they were also called
«sticks». As if they put «sticks» for days worked4°. For each such day, «at the end of
the year, collective farmers were paid 100 grams of grain»5° and «once per year they
were given some kopeck»51, «for this stick they gave 10 or 20 kopecks... Was different
- as they could. And 200 grams of grain was obtained. One worked for whole year this
way, and brought this grain home on the shoulders»52.

Accounting of worked «trudodni» was carried out by brigadier and accountants
very carefully. Failure to meet the mandatory minimum threatened the collective
farm worker with criminal liability. He could be excluded «from the collective farm
and deprived of the right to a homestead plot53. «Those who did not have the
minimum number of trudodni (10 more trudodni were required) were sent there
further. For harmful works to Russia. Then Katka Benediuchka and Galia Ilchenko
were sent away, because they had not enough trudodni...»5%. In order to earn one
«trudodenj», it was often necessary to work for two or three days. The decision on
this matter was made by the local «management». Therefore, every peasant tried not
to conflict with them. In their memoirs, the women almost never talk about the
regional or district leadership, instead they often mention the brutality of their fellow
villagers, who were the managers of the middle rung of the collective farm:
«Brigadiers were already shouting. Like: «Go to work! To work!». Leave everything.
They could also put the water on a fire in the stove to go to work. They pushed, oh...
they pushed a lot to go to work»55; «objeschiky were bad. They beated children on the

45 Recorded on December 25, 2017 in the village Karvynivka, Romanivsky district, Zhytomyr region.
from Halitska Halyna Stanislavivna, born in 1936.

46 Recorded on November 8, 2020 in the village of Sloboda Sholomkivska, Ovrutsky district, Zhytomyr
region from Turbal Hanna Oleksiivna, born in 1937.

47 Trudoden’ - is a measure of assessment and a form of accounting for the quantity and quality of labor
on collective farms in the period from 1930 to 1966.

48 Koenak /1.B. ConiaIbHO-IOGYTOBI YMOBH KUTTS HacesleHHS YKpaiHu B Apyriit mosioBuHi XX cT. (1945-
2000 pp.). KuiB: In-T icTopii Ykpainu HAH Ykpainy, 2003. C. 16.

49 Recorded on December 25, 2017 in the village Karvynivka, Romanivsky district, Zhytomyr region from
Halitska Halyna Stanislavivna, born in 1936.

50 Recorded on May 6, 2021 in the village Kukilnia, Berdychiv district, Zhytomyr region from Panasyuk
Victor Hryhorovych, born in 1937.

51 Recorded on January 1, 2018 in the village of Chopovichi, Zhytomyr region from Honcharenko Halyna
Mykolaivna, born in 1940.

52 Recorded on May 19, 2021 in the village of Studenytsia of Korostyshiv district, Zhytomyr region from
Honcharuk Olha Savetivna, born in 1936.

53 [lodkyp P. Peaxuia cisbcbKOro HacesieHHI Ha BHUMOIY BHKOHAHHS O00OB’SI3KOBOrO MiHIMyMy
KOJITOCITHOTO TPYyZAoZAHs y noBoeHHiH YPCP. Ykpaina XX cmoaimms: kyabmypa, ideosozis, noaimuka.
2011. Bum. 16. C. 63.

54 Recorded on November 18, 2020 in the village of Barashivka, Zhytomyr district, from PantusTetiana
Ivanovna, born in 1925.

55 Recorded on December 5, 2020 in the village of Sorochnia Yemilchyn district, Zhytomyr region from
Buynova Viera Franzovna, born in 1935.
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shoulders with a whip. Petro Denysovych Kyryliuk was in the collective farm, very
bad»56. Should be noted that despite the obvious feminization of agricultural labor in
the 1940s, women occupied the lowest levels in the hierarchical structure of the
collective farm society, «they were mostly of low ranks. There were women in the
village councils, but they were not the heads. The brigadier was also mostly a man»>7.

The greatest tragedy of the postwar period was the famine of 1946-1947. Analysis
of the testimonies of our respondents allows us to conclude that there is an implicit
expectation of hunger in their memories. The experience of the Holodomor of 1933
has not been erased from public memory and was included in the associative series
with the «collective farm». Both women and men tell about the horrors experienced
by their families in the hungry years of 1932-1933, drawing parallels with 1946-
1947. Since Zhytomyr region was one of the most affected regions during the German
occupation®8, in their memories respondents often «tie» the famine of the war period
to the famine of 1946. In the public consciousness, rural everyday life during the war
and the first years of the post-war period did not change much in essence.

Another social cataclysm, determined by the Party-Soviet government, led to the
transformation of rural life and prompted women to find new everyday practices
aimed at the survival of their families. First of all, it was about providing food for the
family. The vast majority of families did not have men who either died in the war or
still have not returned from the front. Therefore, women remained the main
breadwinners of children and old parents. The topic of the famine of 1946-1947 is
quite widely presented in historical literature?, so we will not stop at a detailed
analysis of its causes and consequences of its deployment in Ukraine. Instead, the
analysis of the memories collected by us allows us to highlight generalizations of the
practice of living during the famine years. They were both universal and unique, given
the geographical location of Zhytomyr region.

The analysis of the stories of our respondents provides grounds for distinguishing
two groups that experienced the famine of 1946-1947 in different ways. For some, it
was a time of survival on the brink of starvation. As a rule, the mother was the
breadwinner in such families. The woman combined work in the collective farm with
daily care of children. «I know, «Olha Mykhalchenko recalls, «that the cow
disappeared from us in 1946. That cow was butchered and skinned, and then roasted
in front of the fire. Mother roasted these skins for us, hid them and went to work. And
we found it and ate anyway»6%; «in 1947, people dried potato skins, ground them in
millstones and baked pancakes, which tasted extremely. My mother told me: «Take

56 Recorded on May 6, 2021 in the village Kukilnia of Berdychiv district, Zhytomyr region from Panasyuk
Victor Hryhorovych, born in 1937.

57 Recorded on December 30, 2017 in the village Sadky, Zhytomyr district from Hryshenchuk Halyna
Yuriivna, born 1938.

58 More about this, see Kosa.senko H. Bkas. mip.

59 For an example, see Becesnosa 0.M., Mapouko B.I, Mosuyax O.M. Tonomomopu B Ykpaini 1921-1923,
1932-1933, 1946-1947: 3nouns npoTtH Hapogy. Kuis-Hero-Mopk, 2000. 274 c.; Pa6enuyk 0. Tonon, 1946-
1947 pp. B YKpaiHi: BIUIMB Ha CBiJIOMICTb Ta NOBeJiHKY HaceJileHHA. YKkpaiHa XX cmoaimmsa: Kysabmypa,
ideoso2is, nosimuka. 2008. Ne13. C.271-282; Tonox B YkpaiHi y nepmiit mosoBuHi XX cTOMTTA:
OpUYMHK Ta Hacmiaku (1921-1923, 1932-1933, 1946-1947). Marepianu MikHapozHOoi HaykoBOi
koHdepenil (Kuis, 20-21 nuctonaga 2013 poky). Pen.: JI. I'v6epcokutl, C. Keim, B. Cmoniti. Kuis, 2013;
HAanunenko B.M. TlepenymoBu rosiony 1946-1947 pp. B YkpaiHi. Ykpaina XX cmoaimmasa: Kyabmypa,
ideonozis, nonimuka., 2008. Ne 13. C. 42-50.

60 Recorded on December 7, 2019 in the village of Levkiv of Zhytomyr district from Mykhalchenko Olga
Volodymyrivna, 1939.
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two spoonfuls of sour milk and bite a pancake once». Even ordinary wheatgrass was
tastier and sweeter than these pancakes»¢l. The presence of a nursery/kindergarten
in the village was a huge help for the woman, which was a rarity in the period we
have defined: «children went to nursery, the collective farm supported the children.
They cooked some kind of soup there»¢2. At school, the children also received some
kind of food.

Another part of the respondents indicates that they know and remember the famine
of 1946-1947, but «we had a father, so there was something to eat»63; «Dad brought
corn bread, 2-3 loaves (they gave the workers). The Jews helped us, they helped my
parents. We were not starving»64. At the same time, in their memoirs, they emphasize
that other «people suffered. A lot of people were dying, a lot of people»s5. Thus,
women'’s survival practices in post-war famine conditions were similar but depended
on the status of a woman - a ‘widow’ (the breadwinner of the family) and the one who
‘has a husband’ (the duty of providing food was shared between spouses).

A common practice of the hungry post-war years was a trip ‘to Zapadna’ for food.
‘Western’ in the imagination of the inhabitants of Zhytomyr region looked like «a
region where they lived better»66. Based on the stories of our respondents, men,
children and women went in search of food outside the region. In general, «a lot of
people went to the west. They exchanged stuff from home for food and flour»¢.
Driven by despair, the woman was forced to take such a risky step, leaving her
children to fend for themselves: «My mother took to the west all the clothes, any skirt
she had. She took things there, exchanged and brought grain. We rub it with a bottle
and boiled them»¢8; «My mother will go to the west on foot, because there was no
money, so they walked with my brother on foot. They brought a pound of grain each,
we grinded it on a millstone and cooked a soup. This is the way we suffered, but we
survived like that»69. Women's clothing was mostly the object of exchange: «my father
took a bag and put there: a skirt and my grandmother’s apron. He collected all this
and went there to exchange for potatoes and bread»70. Forced trips to the western
regions of Ukraine, on the one hand, gave the woman/man a chance to save their
family from starvation. But on the other hand, this way of obtaining food was
accompanied by many dangers: to be robbed by criminals (which happened most
often), to be detained by the police, etc.

61 Recorded on November 27, 2020 in the village of Andriyashivka, Berdychiv district, Zhytomyr region
from Lompas Olena Yosypivna, born in 1939.

62 Recorded on May 6, 2021 in the village Kukilnia of Berdychiv district, Zhytomyr region from Panasyuk
Victor Hryhorovych, born in 1937.

63 Recorded on November 28, 2019 in the village of Uzhachyn, Novograd-Volyn district, Zhytomyr region
from Zahryva Nina Silvestrivna, born in 1936.

64 Recorded on December 15, 2020 in the village Myropol, Zhytomyr region from Dikhtiaruk Hanna
Olesiivna, born in 1926.

65 Ibidem.

66 Starodubets G. Anthropology of memory of rural women of Zhytomyr region... C. 203.

67 Recorded on December 12, 2019 in the village of Romaniv, Zhytomyr region from Kostinskyi Felix
Antonovych, bornin 1934.

68 Recorded on December 7, 2019 in the village of Levkiv of Zhytomyr district from Mykhalchenko Olga
Volodymyrivna, 1939.

69 Recorded on May 13, 2021 in the village of Talky, Zhytomyr district from Parii Vira Hryhorivna, born
in 1930.

70 Recorded on April 16, 2021 in the village of Chernyakhiv, Zhytomyr region from Protsenko Halyna
Ivanovna, born in 1938.
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In addition to the physical suffering caused by hunger, the suffering of a moral and
psychological nature was no less painful. After all, beggars from the ‘East’, or
‘collective farmers’, as they were called by the residents of western Ukraine, were
perceived by the vast majority of people as beggars. However, should be noted that
none of our respondents emphasized this in their stories. Instead, it was emphasized
that this method/practice of obtaining food saved children’s lives.

Household organization. Care and upbringing of children.

In addition to fulfilling the duties that depended on a woman as a member of a
collective farm, no one exempted her from the need to solve the issue of arranging
daily life and raising children. In everyday rural practice, there is a traditional gender
division of responsibilities, primarily regarding household running. As a rule, hard
physical work fell on the man’s shoulders (plowing, mowing, gathering food for
livestock, building a house, etc.). Some functions were shared between men and
women, such as tending livestock. However, the issues of feeding the family,
providing it with clothes, and taking care of the children, as a rule, were handled by
women. As a result of the gender inversion of traditional roles, caused both by the
objective reality of the change in the social structure of the Ukrainian village and by
coercion on the part of the state, the forced muscularization of women’s everyday
practices was perceived by her as an internal instruction. The fact that the rural
society and, first of all, the woman recognized that performing the «male» functions
of the breadwinner of the family (work in the collective farm), while leaving behind
the custody of the family life as «her» duty can be treated as a manifestation of the
interiorization of social norms. It is significant that in women’s and even men'’s
stories, a woman is the main subject of post-war everyday life. Thus, V. Stavskyi,
answering the question about what the children usually did in the summer,
answered: «I helped my mother»7l. Obviously, this assistance did not include the
kitchen or the house. The children performed hard physical work together with their
mother: «they ground bread, folded skins»72, «carried manure to the fields on their
shoulders. [ myself carried, went to the first class and carried manure to the field»73.

There have been certain changes in the spatial and temporal dimensions of
women'’s everyday life. Caring for and raising children, cooking, cleaning the house,
etc., took a back seat and were of secondary importance, compared to labor duties in
the collective farm. The woman was forced to perform these vital functions outside
the working hours, which in the spring-autumn period could last «from dawn to
dusk». One of the most acute problems of post-war life remained the problem of
purchasing clothes, shoes, hygiene products for the family, in particular, soap.
«Satisfaction of the consumer needs of rural residents was very difficult due to the
lack of transport infrastructure, trade network establishments, the availability of
qualified personnel, interruptions in the supply of the food»74 In addition, the

71 Recorded on May 5, 2021 in the village Yablunets Yemilchyn district, Zhytomyr region from Stavskyi
Viktor Oleksiyovych, bornin 1936.

72 Ibidem.

73 Recorded on May 6, 2021 in the village Kukilnia, Berdychiv district, Zhytomyr region from Panasyuk
Victor Hryhorovych, born in 1937.

74 KysomeHko B. lebinuT B MOBCAKJEHHUX MPAKTHUKAX CilbcbKUX UTesiB YPCP B 1950-1960-x pokax
(3a maTepiasamu YepHiriBcbkoi o61acti). Emuiuna icmopis Hapodie €eponu. 2017. Bun. 53. C. 131.
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peasants had practically no money, because the collective farms, as a rule, paid «in
nature» and the payment was made at the end of the year. The most common way of
obtaining money was trading in the market with products from one’s own
household/farm. «Market trade in the post-war years was an integral element of
Soviet everyday life, both for peasants and townspeople, due to many circumstances,
remaining a source of filling the budgets of collective farm worker families»75.

Not every peasant could afford to travel to the regional or even district center.
Those who lived near Zhytomyr «went to the market. They sold what they had: a liter
of milk that they had saved, or an egg, or an onion from the garden. There was no
transport, the bus did not run. They took large boxes and walked to Zhytomyr on foot.
They traded, and then bought, maybe half a loaf of bread, because after the war they
only gave half a loaf»76. As a rule, women did not risk going on such a journey alone.
«A group of women gathered together, four or five of them, and thus they went.
Because they didn’t want to go on their own, because it’s scary and far from the city -
20 or more kilometers. They get up at dawn and go, returning late at night. I bought
kerosene for lamps there, some kind of soap, some sugar and flour, threads, some
fabric. Brought fresh bread»?’. Barter exchange with the so-called «hangers», or, as
they were also called, «khunuchnyky» was a much safer and easier way to acquire
things necessary for the household. As a rule, these were men who traveled around
the villages and offered various goods to the villagers. «The changers drove (they
called it labutnytsi) a cart. One would collect old pants, shirts that were lying around.
Changer weighed all the stuff and paid with something accordingly. [ had two kilos of
feathers and we took a woolen scarf with my mother»78,

In the stories of our respondents, quite a lot of space is devoted to the topic of how
they purchased clothes and the details of their description. Almost every one of them
emphasizes how poor their clothes were, because «there was nothing to buy for,
because there was no money»7? and how much effort their mothers put in to dress
their children («When my mother brought a dress, it was a luxury for us with my
sister, my sister and I have one for two. Then we are extremely happy»80. «My mother
really wanted me to be nicely dressed. My mother received a little sugar for a
trudodenj, then she took it to the market and sold it so that she could buy some fabric
and sew a dress for her daughter. As soon as the war ended, some kinds of silks were
brought from Germany. So my mother would buy it for me, and Zhenia Nima will sew
it. She sewed well. But it was just one dress»8!). However, not all peasant women had

75 Ky3bmenko B. Topris/isl Ha KOJITOCIHOMY PUHKY B [TOBCAKJEHHOMY KHUTTI Ci/IbCbKUX »xUTeiB YPCP B
1940-1960-x pokax (3a MaTepiasamu YepHiriBcbKoi o6sacTi). Emuiyna icmopisi Hapodie €sponu. 2016.
Bum. 49. C. 117.

76 Recorded on May 19, 2021 in the village of Studenytsia of Korostyshiv district, Zhytomyr region from
Honcharuk Olha Savetivna, born in 1936.

77 Recorded on December 14, 2017 in the village of Pavlenkivka, Zhytomyr district, Zhytomyr region
from Shevchuk Nadiya Petrivna, born in 1937.

78 Recorded on December 16, 2017 in the village of Martynivka, Starokostyantyniv district, Khmelnytskyi
region from Kozak Nadiia Semenivna, born in 1937.

79 Recorded on May 05, 2021 in the village Cir of Lyubeshiv district, Volyn region from Hubaryk Nina
Mykhailivna, born in 1936.

80 Recorded on December 14, 2017 in the village of Pavlenkivka, Zhytomyr district, Zhytomyr region
from Shevchuk Nadiya Petrivna, born in 1937.

81 Recorded on April 11, 2021 in the village of Sokilcha, Popilnia district, Zhytomyr region from Bilonih
Halyna Lavrivna, born in 1939.
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such a luxury of wearing a dress made of silk or simpler dress fabric. Immediately
after the war, mostly, the main material for sewing clothes was «tents. Skirts were
sewn from tents. Mom sewed a skirt. She would get some fabric from somewhere and
would make some dress. It was what we wore»82. «Mother sewed skirts from bags.
They were so hard, so slapped the feet so much»83,

The practice of using home-spun fabrics for sewing clothes continued in the post-
war period in the Ukrainian village. «<We made things from canvas, painted them, and
the grandmother sewed a dress»84. Adult members of the family dressed in the same
way. The women recall that «<mother sewed pants for father manually herself. Boil it
in beets to paint it»85. In the rural microenvironment, the ability to sew was extremely
highly valued. As a rule, women were «tailors» in the village and their tailoring
services were in great demand. Sewing to order was one of the women’s practices
that helped to survive in the extreme conditions of the war and post-war periods.
Women also mention this in their memoirs: «The old woman knew how to sew. She
sewed everything for us and also sewed for strangers to order»8é; «our neighbor
Kateryna sewed a coat»®?, «one woman sewed, everyone went there to her»8s,
«seamstresses sewed. We always brought to seamstresses»8°.

Due to her constant employment, the woman was deprived of the opportunity to
emphasize her femininity and, despite the public display of indifferent attitude to her
appearance, deep inside she remained psychologically traumatized due to the
unrealization of her aesthetic needs and requests. The external manifestation of this
stigmatizing pain can be found in the respondents’ focus on individual details of
clothing: «They bought a little red dress with polka dots. I was taken there on a photo.
It was 1948»99; «a German lived in our house during the war. And then he gave a gift
to my older sister - this kind of scarf: the middle is white, it is thin-thin and the ends
with such beautiful flowers. When someone was getting married, they always
borrowed from Vera, they said: «Vera, lend me the veil that the German gave you»9L.

The poverty of rural everyday life was even more pronounced against the
background of the better, in the opinion of the villagers, life of the rural intelligentsia.
In the stories of peasant women, we find stories in which they recall that «the children

82 Recorded on May 19, 2021 in the village of Studenytsia of Korostyshiv district, Zhytomyr region from
Honcharuk Olha Savetivna, born in 1936.

83 Recorded on December 7, 2019 in the village of Levkiv of Zhytomyr district from Mykhalchenko Olga
Volodymyrivna, born in 1939.

84 Recorded on December 5, 2020 in the village of Sorochnia Yemilchyn district, Zhytomyr region from
Buynova Viera Frantsovna, born in 1935.

85 Recorded on December 29, 2019 in the village Zabolot, Radomyshl district, Zhytomyr region from
Klymchuk Halyna Hryhorivna, born in 1932.

86 Recorded on April 18, 2021 in the village of Romaniv, Shepetivska district, Khmelnytskyi region from
Yakovchuk Valentuna Andriivna, born in 1940.

87 Recorded on April 11, 2021 in the village of Sokilcha, Popilnia district, Zhytomyr region from Bilonih
Halyna Lavrivna, born in 1939.

88 Recorded on May 5, 2021 in the village Yablunets Yemilchyn district, Zhytomyr region from Stavskyi
Viktor Oleksiyovych, bornin 1936.

89 Recorded on December 15, 2020 in the village Myropol, Zhytomyr region from Dikhtiaruk Hanna
Oleksiivna, bornin 1926.

90 Recorded on December 5, 2020 in the village of Sorochnia Yemilchyn district, Zhytomyr region from
Buynova Viera Frantsovna, born in 1935.

91 Recorded on May 15, 2021 in the city of Radomyshl, Zhytomyr region from Shevtsova Nadiia
Semenivna, born in 1940.
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of rich teachers, livestock doctors did not graze livestock, but the children of collective
farmers grazed livestock separately. These richer kids ran out to us, they would play
with us and leave. We say: “Lucky they are, instead, we graze livestock all day”»92.
Obviously, for women, the description of beautiful things, admiration for the
everyday life of the rural intelligentsia was one of the ways to go beyond the daily life
of the collective farm, within which they had to constantly survive.

Since the woman worked either in the collective farm or in the household almost
all the time, she did not have time for work that was traditionally considered
feminine - spinning, weaving, embroidery, sewing. In their memoirs, the peasant
women emphasize that, being in fact children, they helped their mothers not only in
the field, in the garden, but also «wove clothes, spun day and night. I get up at 5 in the
morning and go to bed at 12 at night. They spun, wove, and mother sewed little linen
shirts for us. She spun on a loom and sewed skirts and my mother also painted it
green»93. Children grew up quickly and became irreplaceable helpers of their mothers
in running the household («mother was at work, and we worked in the garden»?4; «in
the summer, those who had already grown up all grazed: some herded cattle, some
herded geese, and those herded pigs»®5. «children stood in lines for days while
mothers were at work, for half a loaf of bread»%; «mother went to work, and I would
bake bread, and bake pies, and cook food. I also looked after my little sisters»?7.

The care of the younger brothers or sisters also fell on the shoulders of the elders:
(«mother would take me to the field so that I could look after the younger one, to sit
under the haystack with her. Because | was born in 1936, and the younger sister was
born in 1939, and the brother was the smallest since 1942, so... where can you take
them?»98). Often, small children were left under the supervision of older family
members, because «there were no kindergartens when we were children. And most
of them played there on the street»%. It is significant that men in their memoirs
emphasize the manifestations of sacrificial behavior of mothers in everyday survival
practices in the first post-war years. «If someone had a father, then it’s ok. But if the
mother is alone - imagine, there were five, six, four children. Halia was 2 years old,
her brother Vasyl was just born, and her older sister was born in 1937. The younger
sister (2 years old) holds her brother in her arms, while the mother watches and
milks the cows. That’s how we survived»100,

92 Recorded on May 8, 2021 in the village of Raci Romanivsky District, Zhytomyr Region from Siviuk
Hanna Vasylivna, born in 1943.

93 Recorded on May 15, 2021 in the village Cir of Lyubeshiv district, Volyn region from Hubaryk Nina
Mykhailivna, born in 1936.

94 Recorded on December 29, 2019 in the village Zabolot, Radomyshl district, Zhytomyr region from
Klimchuk Halyna Hryhorivna, born in 1932.

95 Recorded on May 8, 2021 in the village of Raci Romanivsky District, Zhytomyr Region from Siviuk
Hanna Vasylivna, born in 1943.

96 Recorded on November 27, 2020 in the village of Andriyashivka, Berdychiv district, Zhytomyr region
from Lompas Olena Yosypivna, born in 1939.

97 Recorded on May 18, 2021 in the village Galchyn, Andrushivka district, Zhytomyr region from
Afanasieva Halyna Andriivna, born in 1933.

98 Recorded on May 19, 2021 in the village of Studenytsia of Korostyshiv district, Zhytomyr region from
Honcharuk Olha Savetivna, born in 1936.

99 Recorded on May 14, 2021 in the city of Khmilnyk, Khmilnyk district, Vinnytsia region from Safonova
Tamara Stepanivna, born in 1939.

100 Recorded on on May 6, 2021 in the village Kukilnia, Berdychiv district, Zhytomyr region from
Panasyuk Victor Hryhorovych, born in 1937.

Eminak, 2022, 3 (39)



CYYACHA ICTOPIA 139

Hygienic aspect was a separate aspect of complex post-war life. Under the
conditions of actual impossibility of purchasing hygiene products, in particular soap,
washing powder or shampoo, peasant women widely used traditional rural practices
of washing clothes: «they made lye and poured it over, boiled it and washed the
clothes like that»101, «there was the white clay. If you wash something, rub it with a
little white clay and clean it»192. Soap was mostly used to maintain personal hygiene,
«it was called lordly soap. Jews sold hygiene products»103. Being limited in money,
women «took it somewhere. They bought, exchanged, sometimes for beans or for
onions»104, and even «when a dog dies, they made it of a dog»1%5. In general, women'’s
practices of household organization in the first post-war years were based on the
social experience gained during the years of German occupation. In the conditions of
restoration of the process of functioning of the collective farm system, they adapted
to the new realities.

Conclusions

The core of the post-war reconstruction of the Ukrainian village was the
restoration of the collective farm system. First of all, it was about its economic
component, such as: material and technical base, agricultural land, animal husbandry.
In the structure of production relations of this system, the main labor force was the
collective farm worker. Given the changes in the demographic situation caused by the
war and the German occupation of Ukrainian territories, women were the main
mobilization resource for replenishing the ranks of collective farm workers. The
memories of peasant women/peasants of Zhytomyr region provide grounds for the
conclusion that in the period under study, the collective farm system had a distinctly
discriminatory nature for women. As a rule, they did not hold managerial positions in
the organizational and management structure of the collective farm. The
«professional career» of a collective farm woman was mostly limited to the roles of
low ranks.

Labor relations in the structure of the collective farm, which during the famine of
1946-1947 had a repressive character, had a dominant influence on the everyday
lifestyle of the rural family. According to the stories of our respondents, in the period
we studied, the responsibility for the survival of the family mostly rested on the
woman-mother. In historiography, this status of hers is usually called «double
burdenn».

There have been certain changes in the spatial and temporal dimensions of
women'’s everyday life. The woman had to combine hard work in the collective farm
with work in the household and care and upbringing of children. In the absence of her
husband, she adapted the traditional practices of everyday behavior to the realities of

101 Recorded on May 14, 2021 in the village Zozulyntsi, Khmilnytskyi district, Vinnytsia region from
Soroka Mariia Serhiivna, born in 1940.

102 Recorded on May 19, 2021 in the village of Studenytsia of Korostyshiv district, Zhytomyr region from
Honcharuk Olha Savetivna, born in 1936.

103 Recorded on December 15, 2020 in the village Myropol, Zhytomyr region from Dikhtiaruk Hanna
Olesiivna, born in 1926.

104 Recorded on May 8, 2021 in the village of Raci Romanivsky District, Zhytomyr Region from Siviuk
Hanna Vasylivna, born in 1943.

105 Recorded on May 6, 2021 in the village Kukilnia, Berdychiv district, Zhytomyr region from Panasyuk
Victor Hryhorovych, born in 1937.
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the new time, looked for ways to provide her own family with clothes, food, and
everyday items in conditions of limited opportunities and resources. During the
famine of 1946-1947, women'’s survival practices to some extent depended on her
status: either she was a «widow» (the breadwinner of the family) or «had a husband»
(responsibility for providing for the family was shared between spouses). In general,
it can be confidently asserted that the strategies of everyday behavior of the peasants
in the first years of post-war reconstruction had a clear imprint of gender colored
labeling.

Further research in this direction can be focused on the study of women’s
experience of survival under the pressure of harsh repressive measures of the Soviet
authorities against the so-called violators of the Charter of the Silhospartil
(agricultural artil).
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