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The article considers different approaches to the interpretation of the essence of the concept of
"media education" by foreign and domestic scholars. The method of content analysis was used in
order to conduct research procedures and the definition in 25 sources from three scientific
directions was analyzed: pedagogical, psychological and sociological (partly).

The author's formulation of the concept of "media education" is presented, which is understood
as a process of personal development through and based on the media (television, radio, cinema,
Internet, etc.), aimed at forming an information culture, critical thinking, preparing the younger
generation for life in the information society and, as a result, achieving a certain level of media
literacy.

The necessity and prospects of introduction of media education in the educational process of
higher education institutions (HEIs) are revealed in the general context, as they form the media
competence of future primary school teachers.

The aim, key tasks, principles of media education are defined. The didactic aspect of media
education is described, as well as the main forms of its implementation, namely: integrated,
formalized, extracurricular and out-of-school. The main directions of effective development of the
media education system in Ukraine are stated.

Thus, media education is a leading direction of state development and an integral part of the
educational process. The main task of media education is to prepare society for life in the
information space, so the international organization UNESCO recommends media education for
inclusion in the national curricula of all countries, in the system of additional, non-formal and
"lifelong learning (lifelong continuos education)”.
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Mass-media, creating a special media space, influence the formation of social, moral, civic,
aesthetic values and interests of an individual. Therefore, the mass-media is an important factor
influencing the consciousness and worldview of the younger generation. Hence the need to
educate a media-competent consumer: the development of cognitive interests, critical thinking,
creative abilities of schoolchildren and students through the media and on the material of the
media. We see prospects for further research in identifying and justifying the directions of
development of media education for future primary school teachers in Ukrainian universities.

Key words: media education, media pedagogy, media literacy, media culture, media
competence, media technologies, media text, mass-media, education and upbringing process,
future primary school teacher.

TEPMIHOAOTTYHHH AHAAI3 CYTHOCTI KATEI'OPIi "MEOIAOCBITA"
O. A. lybaceHIok, I'. B. MapueHKO

Y emammi posansinymo pi3Hi nioxoou 0o iHmepnpemauii cymHocmi noHsmms "mediaoceima”
3apybKHUMU MA 8IMUUSHSAHUMU 6UeHUMU. Y pe3ysnbmami 00CAiOXKeHHsT 6Ysl0 8UKOPUCMAHO
Memo0 KOHMEeHM-AHANI3Y Ma NPOAHANI3080HO SU3HAUEHHS Y 25 O)kepenax 3 mpvbox HAYKO8UX
Hanpsimig: nedazo2iuHo20, NCUXOJI02IUHO20 MA NOUACMU COYI01021UHO20.

ITooaHo aemopcbke OpMYNtO8AHHS MmepmiHa "mediaoceima’, uo po3ymiemvcsi ik npoyec
possumry ocobucmocmi 3a 00NOM02010 Mma HA OCHO8L 3ac06i8 Maco8ol iHpopmayii (mesnebaueHHs,
padio, kiHOo, IHmepHem mowo), CNPSAMOBAHUIL HA POPMYBAHHS HPOPMAUILUHOL KYrbmypu,
KPUMUUHO20 MUC/IEHHSL, Ni020MO8KY Nidpocmarouo20 NOKONAIHHSL 00 Kummsi 8 IHPOopMayiliHoMYy
cycninbemsi i Ik pe3yibmam — 00CSZHeHHST Ne8HO20 PI8HSL MediazpaAMOMHOCMAI.

Poskpumo Yy 3azanbHOMYy KOHMeEKCmi HeoOXiOHIcmb ma nepcnekmueu enpo8adiKeHHs.
Mmediaoceimu 8 0C8IMHbBO-8UXOBHULL Npouec 3arnadie 8UU0l 0C8iMU, OCKLIbKU 80HU (Popmyromo
MediaKoMNemMeHMHICMb MAOYMHIX YuumeJlie nouamrKo8oi WKOoU.

BusHaueHo memy, KAOUO08L 3080aHHS, NpuHyunu wmediaocgimu. OnucaHo oudaKmMuuHUl
acnekm wmeodiaocgimu, mMaKkoXK OCHO8HI popmu i peanizauii, a came: IHMeE2ZPO8AHA,
opmanizogaHa, NO3AKAACHA MA NO3AWKLIbHA. BUK/N1a0eHO OCHO8HI Hanpsmu egeKmueHozo
possumky cucmemu meoiaoceimu 8 YKpairi.

Omoke, wmediaoceima € NPOBIOHUM HANPSIMKOM poO38UMKY OeprKkasu ma Hesid emMHO
UACMUHOI 0C8IMHBO-8UX0B8H020 npouecy. OcHog8He 3as0aHHsL Mmediaoceimu — nidzomysamu
cycninbecmgo 00 Kummsi 8 IHGPOPMAUILUHOMY NPOCMOPI, MOMY MIKHAPOOHA OpP2aHI3AULS
IOHECKO pekxomeHOye mediaoceimy Ol 3anpo8adsKeHHsl 8 HAYIOHANIbHI HA8UA/IbHI NIAHU 8CLX
depokas, y cucmemy 0odamrogoi, HechopmaneHoi ma "noxxummesoi oceimu”.

Mac-media, cmeoprorouu ocobusuili medianpocmip, 8nNAUBAOMb HA POPMYBAHHSL COULANbHUX,
MOPANBHUX, 2POMAOSIHCOKUX, eCcmemuuyHuUxX uyiHHocmell ma iHmepecie ocobucmocmi. Taxum
UUHOM, Mac-Media — BQXKAUBUL ¢aKkmop enaugy HA CeiI0oMICMb, CEIMO2/NSI0OHL NO3UYLL
niopocmarouoz0 NOKONIHHS. 38I0CU BUHUKAE HEOOXIOHICMb BUX08AHHSL MeliaKoMNnemeHmHOo20
CnoXKu8aua: po38UMOK NI3HABAIbHUX IHMepecie, KPpUMuUUH020 MUCTEHHS, meopuux 30i6Hocmetll
wKroasapie ma cmyoeHmig 3ae80aKuU 3acobam media U Ha mamepiani media. Ilepcnexmuesu
nodanbwux O00CniONeHb 8bauaemo Yy eusasneHHI ma OOTPYHMYBAHHI HANPAMIE pPO38UMKY
Mmediaocgimu MalibymHIX yuumesis nouamrogoi WKoAuU 8 YHigepcumemax YKpaiHu.

Knrouoei cnoea: wmediaocseima, wmedianedazozika, meoliazpamomHicms, mediakyaemypa,
MediaKoMnemeHmHIiCmsb, mediamexHos02ii, media mexcm, 3acobu macoeoi iHpopmauii, ocimHso-
8UX08HUIL npoyec, MalilbymHiil yuumesio NOUAMKOB80L UUKOU.

Introduction of the issue. The technologies in the modern world,
problems of education in Ukraine, include the search for new innovative
related to the rapid development of approaches to teaching and upbringing
information and communication the younger generation. Thus, the
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development of information technology
is a kind of prerequisite for creating a
new methodology of learning and
communication in general. In
particular, an important place in the
formation of modern society is played
by media education, where the purpose
of education is not only the transfer of
knowledge and acquisition of certain
competencies, but primarily the
formation of creative foundations of
interaction with the media and
formation of value-based attitude to the
mass-media.

The educational role of the media
doesn’t only imply the quick
dissemination of information, but also
allows the exchange of ideas at the
international level, to establish values,
as well as to form culture of the modern
generation. An important role in the
process of formation and development
of media education is taken by the
international organization UNESCO,
which defines media education as
teaching theory and practical skills to
master modern media, which are
considered part of a  specific,
autonomous field of knowledge in
pedagogical theory and  practice.
Numerous publications of foreign and
domestic  scientists, as well as
application of innovative media
technologies in the educational process,
including creation of textbooks and
manuals on media pedagogy,
development of media education
projects, etc. testify to the intensity of
scientific research in the context of
media education. Taking into acoount
the global trends and rates of
development of modern  society,
moreover considering the urgency of the
outlined problem, there is a need to
analyze the essence of the concept of
media education and to highlight its
major features.

Current state of the issue. The
theory and practice of media education
at the scientific level is the subject of
research by many scholars. In
particular, theoretical and

methodological principles of media
education were developed by
K. Bezelget, D. Buckingham,
D. Considine, L. Masterman, E. Hart,
R. Hobbs and other researchers;
psychological and pedagogical aspect of
this problem is considered in the works
of L. Blazhenov, O. Bondarenko,
L. Zaznobina, O. Spichkin,
O. Sharykov.

Outline of the unresolved issues
brought up in the article. The analysis
of the literature indicated the existence
of issues associated with the definition
of media education, outlining its
purpose and objectives, as well as the
characteristics of its overall structure
and components.

Aim of the research is to review the
psychological and pedagogical literature
in order to clarify the essence of the
"media education" concept. Thus, our
scientific investigation implies the
following objectives: to conduct the
proper analysis of different approaches
to interpretation of the concept of
"media education” in the scientific
literature; to determine the purpose,
objectives and principles of media
education.

Results and discussion. Analyzing
the scientific and pedagogical literature
on the outlined issues, it was found
that there is no final certainty and
unity in the interpretation of the term
"media education". This definion was
first used in 1973 at a joint meeting of
the information sector of UNESCO and
the International Council for Film
Television and Audiovisual
Communication (ICFT). However,
scholars believe that the first media
education curriculum was developed by
Canadian scientist M. McLuhan in
1959, and the widespread use of the
corresponding subject in the
educational process began in the
1960s. in Great Britain, Canada,
Germany, USA, France. The main task
of media education was to form an
information culture of the young
generation in order to prepare it for life
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in the information society [14: 3].

The international organization
UNESCO considers media education as
a separate direction in pedagogical
theory and practice and not an aid in
the teaching of other disciplines [13].
The UNESCO Recommendations
highlight the main objectives of media
education:

— provision of children and young
people with knowledge of how to
analyze, critically interpret and create
media texts;

— identification of sources of media
texts, their political, social, commercial,
cultural interests;

— interpretation of media texts and
values that disseminate media;

— selection of appropriate media to
create and distribute their own media
texts and promote the interest of the
audience;

— provision of opportunities for free
access of children and youth to the
media both for perception and creation
of media products [21].

The importance of the statement of
UNESCO that media education is part
of the fundamental rights of every
citizen of any country in the world,
which comes alongside with the
freedom of expression and the right to
obtaining information and is a tool to
support democracy, can hardly be
overestimate. In addition, media
education is recommended for inclusion
in the national curricula of all states as
a core component of the system of
additional, non-formal and ‘'lifelong
education" [21].

Therefore, it is advisable to consider
different approaches to determining the
essence of the concept of "media
education", which implies using the
method of content analysis. Thus,
taking into consideration the context of
the method selected, our main task is
to critically analyze and generalize
theoretical views on the concept of
"media education" in the psychological
and pedagogical literature to obtain a
holistic view of the ambiguity of this

category.

Four stages of the content analysis
procedure can be formally singled out:

At the first stage, the topic (definition
of a certain pedagogical concept), task
(prerequisite for a reasonable definition
of a separate psychological and
pedagogical  concept  enunciation),
hypothesis (formation of the author's
understanding of a  pedagogical
concept, which under study using this
method) are formulated and selection is
made (based on a number of processed
definitions of various domestic and
foreign authors).

The second stage involves
determining the category and analysis
unit (measurement), contextual and
calculating units. A number of simple
questions are used as a category of
analysis, the answers to which were
chosen from a selection sample of
simple definitions. Words and phrases
are used as units of analysis, and
sentences are identified as contextual
units. The calculating units are the
frequency of repetitions of words and
synonymous phrases. The method of
content analysis is based on the
principles of  formalization and
statistical significance.

The Third stage presupposes the
table-building and statistical data
obtained calculation and
systematization.

At the fourth stage the calculation of
data of the content analysis and
construction of probable definition of
the investigated pedagogical concept
are conducted [7: 202].

Thus, we analyzed the definition of
"media education" in 25 sources from
three scientific areas: pedagogical,
psychological and sociological (partly).
The analysis covered monographs on
media education, pedagogical
dictionaries, textbooks and manuals on
pedagogy, psychology and journalism,
international and state documents on
the introduction and development of
media education, as well as the other
relevant scientific publications.
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Accordingly, 56 simpler elements
were identified in the process of
analysis; then 9 stable values, which
characterize essence of the studied

concept and essential categorical signs,
were  distinguished. The  results
obtained are presented in Table 1.

Table 1
"Media education" category in the system of psychological-pedagogical
concepts
1. Category/definition of the Number of]
Ne term Number of| Absolute | semantic | Absolute
s/n | 2. Categorical features of the | authors |value in %| units of |value in %
"media education" concept analysis
Direction of pedagogy,
autonomous branch of
1.1 knowledge in pedagogical 6 24 6 10,7
theory and practice
Part of the educational process,
scientific and educational
1.2. | sphere of activity; the process of 6 24 6 10,7
learning and self-learning of an
individual
13, Inteljaction ‘with ‘media (mass- 6 04 6 10,7
media, media environment)
14, Process of stu(.iyin'g patterns of 5 20 5 8.9
mass-communication
Critical understanding of
1.5. | media, formation of critical S 20 S 8,9
thinking
A set of special knowledge,
16. skills .and me!:hods _ of 5 20 5 8.9
preparation for the information
perception
17, Developmen‘g and formation of 4 16 4 71
the personality
18. Psychological impact of mass- 9 8 9 3.6
media
Interaction of the subjects of
1.9. media educational activity 2 & 2 3,6
2.1. | Has a social nature 16 64 16 28,6
Results in the development of
2.2. | information culture (media 6 24 6 10,7
culture) of an individual.
2.3. | Organized process S 20 5 8,9
2.4. | Has a practical nature S 20 5 8,9
2.5. | Has a forming nature S 20 S 8,9
2.6. | Has a systemic nature 4 16 4 7,1
27, Has a focused (purposeful) 4 16 4 71
nature
2.8. | Has a creative nature 3 12 3 5,4
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Let's describe the meaning of the
"media education" category. As it is
seen from Table 1, media education is
considered primarily as a field of
pedagogy (24 %) - S. Honcharenko,
S. Troian, A. Tkachuk, N. Chycheryna,
A. Sharykov, M. Yarmachenko. At the
same time, S. Troian and A. Tkachuk
[15] note that media education is the
specific branch of knowledge in
pedagogical theory and  practice;
nevertheless, V. Vozchykov claims that
reviewed concept is just a pedagogical
movement advocating the study and
practical development of the
phenomena of mass-communication in
the secondary school [3].

Considerable number of scholars
(24 %) distinguishes media education
as a part of scientific-educational
activity (B. Potiannyk). State documents
also confirm and emphasize this fact,
for example, in the Concept of
Introduction of Media Education in
Ukraine: "media education — part f the
educational process aimed at forming a
media culture in society, preparing
individuals for safe and effective
interaction with the modern media
system" [11]. Some researchers equalize
the concept of "media education" with
the concept of "learning", giving it a
didactic nature (A. Lytvyn,
H. Onkovych, H. Selevko).

Most scholars describe this concept
as direct interaction with the media

(mass-media, media  environment)
(D. Buckingham, A. Lytvyn,
J. Meirovich, I. Fatieieva, O. Fedorov),
representing 24 % of the sample

selection. H. Onkovych also believes
that "media education is a process of
education and self-education (self-
learning) of the individual through the
media" [18]. Thus, another group of
researchers (20 %), combining both the
didactic aspect and the trend of
interaction between media education
and the mass-media (MA), claims that
this is a process of studying the laws of
mass communication (S. Honcharenko,
H. Selevko, A. Sharykov,

10

M. Yarmachenko and other).

Researcher O. Fedorov, analyzing the
mentioned concept, determines the
purpose of media education as the
development of critical thinking of an
individual. Among foreign scholars, the
outlined concept is also considered
through the prism of a critical
understanding of the (D. Buckingham,
J. Herbner, C. von Failitzen).

Media education as a set of special
knowledge, skills and methods of
preparation for the perception of
information (20 %) is identified by
N. Illiuk, A. Tkachuk, S. Troian,
O. Fedorov, M. Yarmachenko. UNESCO
also emphasizes that media education
involves the development of practical
skills for mastering modern mass-
media [13].

As a process aimed at the
development and formation of
personality, the concept of "media
education" is defined by
O. Baryshpolets, I. Zhylavska,
O. Fedorov, Yu. Usov  and other

researchers (16 %). The psychological

aspects of the impact of media
education on the individual are
described in the works of
B. Potiatynnyk, H. Selevko (8 %). In

particular, B. Potiatynnyk notes that
"media education is a scientific and
educational field of activity that aims to
help the individual to form a
psychological protection against
manipulation or exploitation by the
media" [22].

I. Zhylavska reveals the concept of
"media education" as the interaction of
the subjects of media education,
emphasizing the subject-to-subject
nature of this interaction, while such
researchers as I. Zadorozhna and
T. Kuznietsova [9]  highlight the
interaction of the "subject (author of the
media text) and the object (mass

audience)", which has a subject-to-
object origin (8 %).
Thus, the concept of "media

education” is interpreted as a direction
of pedagogical science; part of the
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educational process; interaction with
mass media; a set of special knowledge,
skills and methods of preparation for
the perception of information; the
process of studying the laws of mass
communication; the process of forming
critical thinking, critical understanding
of the media; the process aimed at the

development and formation of
personality; interaction of subjects of
media educational activity;

psychological impact of the media.

Next, we analyze the second level of
categorical features of the concept of
"media education", which determine its
specificity. According to Table 1, the
majority of scholars (64 %) emphasize
that the concept of "media education”
has a social nature, because the media
is a component of the social sphere of
society. In this context, O. Baryshpolets
claims that "media education is one of
the main societal elements of the
information society" [1].

The result of media education is the
development of information culture
(media culture) of an individual in
society (24 %). B. Potiatynnyk noted
that media education is a scientific and
educational field of activity, which aims
to help the individual to develop and
instill information culture [20]. Among
the significant categorical features,
scientists also include: practical (20 %),
formative (20 %), purposeful (16 %),
systemic (16 %), creative (12 %) and
organized (20 %) nature of the media
education process.Pe3yapTaTom
MEiaoCBITH € PO3BUTOK iH(popMallittHoi
KYABTYPH (MeOiaKyAbTYpPH) OCOOHCTOCTI
B CyCIHIABCTBI (24 %).

Based on the generalization of key
semantic units, we identify media
education as a process of personal
development through and based on the
media itself (television, radio, cinema,
Internet, etc), aimed at forming
information culture, critical thinking,
preparing the younger generation for
life in the information society and, as a
result, achieving a certain level of
media literacy.

11

According to I. Dychkivska, the main
points of media education are the
following: to prepare students for life in
the information society, as well as to
insure the formation of the ability to
use information in any form,
communication; to develop awareness
of the consequences of the impact of
media on the individual him/herself [6:
341]. B. Potiatynnyk believes that
media education is aimed at mass
mastery of basic journalistic skills and
the latest technologies, as well as to

protect individuals from an overly
aggressive information environment
[20: 8].

Media education provides a person
with knowledge of how to: a) analyze,
critically comprehend and create media
texts; b) identify the sources of media
texts, their political, social, commercial
and/or cultural interests, as well as to
work with their context; c)interpret
media texts and values disseminated by
the media; d) select appropriate media
for the creation and dissemination of
his/her own media texts and the
formation of an interested audience; e)
get the opportunity of free access to the
media both for the perception of
information and for its production [1:
157].

In the context of this issue,
O. Baryshpolets described the basic
principles of media education [1: 158],
ie statements that are perceived in the
field of media education as the main,
important, essential:

— media education is a serious and
important area related to most of the
social structures of a democratic
society;

— the media does not reflect reality,
but represents it using a system of
signs and symbols;

— media education is a continuous
process that lasts throughout an
individual’s life, and students form the
audience of the highest priority;

— the aim of media education is to
form not only critical thinking, but also
critical autonomy of the individual;
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— media education
research-based process;

— it is always relevant and timely,
because it embodies the concept of
"here and now" in a broad ideological
and historical context;

— the effectiveness of media
education should be assessed by two
criteria: the ability of students to apply
their critical thinking in new situations
and the number of commitments and
motivations they express about the
media;

— media education is designed to
change the relationship between
teacher and students, giving them
opportunities for thinking and dialogue;

— it is mainly an active branch
designed to make teachers more open
and democratic; it is a multiplicity of
new ways of activity and their
application in new spheres;

— media education is aimed at
joint, mostly group learning;

— it consists of «practical criticism»
and "critical practice";

— media education is in a state of
continuous change;

— in it, as a special field of
knowledge, is not simply passed on by
teachers or "discovered" by students —
in is dominated by critical research and
dialogue, during which new knowledge
is actively acquired by both teachers
and students.

Didactic principles of  media
education are the following: socio-
cultural development of personality in
the learning  process; scientific,
systematic and accessible learning;
connection of theory with practice;
clarity, audience activity; transition
from learning to self-learning;
connection of learning with the
surrounding reality; positive emotional
background; consideration of individual
features and needs of schoolchildren [1:
157].

The main forms of media education
[1: 159] in the modern practice of the
educational process include:

1) integrated (used during classes in

is always a

12

various disciplines; provides a
mandatory  combination of two
components: the use of media, media
texts as examples of media production
and definition of media education,
tasks and reflections on his/her
achievement(s) (in the form of
conclusions, results, summaries
formulated by the teacher with children
during the dialogue about their
interaction with the media);

2) formalized (in the form of media
education courses as a variable
component of the list of subjects; child-
oriented comprehensive classes aimed
at understanding and comparing
different media as a single branched
and interconnected information system
(press — book, newspaper, magazine;
cinema, television, video game, internet,
mobile communication, etc.);

3) extracurricular — electives (circles)
in certain areas of improving the
creative skills of children within certain
media practices (school newspaper,
radio, school television, photo studio,
film studio, website(s), etc.);

4) out-of-school — visiting specialized
institutions, creativity houses;
participation in children's media
competitions of different levels, etc.

The international organization
UNESCO considers media education as
a priority area of cultural and
pedagogical development of the XXI
century. Regarding the areas of effective
development of the media education
system in Ukraine, the specialists of the
National Academy of Pedagogical
Sciences of Ukraine (NAPSU) singled
out the following:

— creation of a system of school
media education, which provides for the
development of psychologically
substantiated curricula for integrated

education for junior classes of
secondary schools;
— promoting the practice of

integrating media education elements
into curricula in various subjects,
introducing a course in media culture,
which takes into account specialized



Zhytomyr Ivan Franko State University Journal. Pedagogical Sciences. Vol. 2 (101)

BicHux 2Kumomupcerozo 0eprKkasHo20 UHigepcumemu imeHi Ileana dparnka.
ITeoazoziuni Hayxku. Bun. 2 (101)

training;

— intensification of group work,
including photo-, video-, animation
studios, and other extracurricular
forms of students’ creativity in the field
of media education;

— development of standards for
professional training of media
educators and media psychologists for
the education system, specialized
training courses for training and
retraining of media education
specialists on the basis of higher

pedagogical and psychological
education;
— intensification of cooperation

between HEIs that train specialists for
media production and art;

— conducting interdisciplinary
research on the problems of media
education, establishing an exchange of
experience and staffing the teaching of
special disciplines for media educators;

— organization with the
participation of public associations and
media producers of various forms of
extracurricular education, including
forms for preschool children, parental
pedagogy, creative studios for children
and youth, children's and youth
festivals, competitions, projects of local
and national level to promote media
culture and support the system of
media education;

— establishing a full-fledged public
dialogue in order to optimize the media
educational activities of the media
themselves, increase the psychological
and  pedagogical competence  of
employees of youth newsrooms and
editorial offices of wvarious media,
improve the quality of content for youth
and children [11].

Thus, connected with all types of
media (printed, graphics, audio-radio,
screen-adopted, etc.) and various
technologies, media education is
designed to help future professionals
understand how mass-communication
is used in the current society,
effectively master the potential of
modern media in communicating with
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other individuals.

Results and research perspectives.
One of the major problems of modern
society is the rapid flow of information
due to scientific and technological
progress, globalization processes, which
has become a prerequisite for the
formation and establishment of such a
field of knowledge as media education.
Today, media education is the leading
direction of effective development of the
country and is an integral part of the
educational process of EI and HEI. Its
purpose is not just a provision and
development of critical understanding,
but also a critical autonomy of the
individual, i.e. maintaining the ability of
each person to independently perceive
media texts.

We believe that media education
should become one of the most
promising vectors of the educational
process in schools, HEIs, integrating
with other subjects or acting as an
independent component. This involves
the formation of a single state-guided
line in the context of the introduction of
media education, so we see prospects
for further research in identifying and
justifying the development of media
education for future primary school
teachers in Ukrainian universities.
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