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In the context of modern educational reform, an important aspect of upbringing is
not only the development of children’s intellectual abilities but also the formation of
their emotional, aesthetic, and spiritual spheres.

Music, particularly folk song creativity, plays a significant role in children's
aesthetic education, as evidenced by numerous scientific studies and the opinions of
practicing educators (O. Apraksina, V. Babiy, Yu. Mandryk, N. Sivachuk, V.
Strelchuk, and others). Several scientific works consider folk musical creativity as an
integral part of musical-aesthetic education and the development of children’s creative
abilities.

Moreover, musicological and aesthetic-sociological studies by contemporary
educators (L. Korniy, I. Lyashenko, T. Martynyuk, V. Shulhina, and others) confirm
the significance of folk folklore as an essential element of aesthetic education.

The purpose of the research is to analyze the use of Ukrainian musical folklore
as a means of children's aesthetic education.

Folk art serves as a carrier of national culture, traditions, moral, and ethical values,
helping to foster patriotic feelings in children and a deep awareness of their belonging
to their native people. It reflects the centuries-old experience, mentality, moral
principles, and aesthetic ideals of the nation. At the same time, it is an invaluable tool
for aesthetic education, bringing emotional energy into children’s lives and developing
their perception of the beauty of the world around them.

Ukrainian musical folklore is a national treasure that reflects the history, traditions,
everyday life, and worldview of the Ukrainian people. It encompasses a collection of
folk musical works, including songs, lullabies, folk games, tongue twisters, and dances.
Folk songs, in particular, express a variety of emotions—from joy to sorrow, from hope
to despair. This allows children to experience a wide range of emotions, fostering
emotional sensitivity and empathy. These works enrich children's imagination, develop
their ability to perceive music emotionally, and enhance their communication and
creative abilities.

Musical folklore is an irreplaceable tool for cultivating children's emotional
sensitivity and aesthetic taste. As the renowned educator V. Sukhomlynsky stated,
"Folk creativity is a source of limitless opportunities for developing the finest feelings
In a young person's heart." He emphasized that through folk songs, children acquire
not only aesthetic appreciation but also moral guidance, as these works contain deep
philosophical meaning.

Children's musical creativity, particularly lullabies, lays the foundation for
emotional development. These songs carry profound emotional depth and convey love



and inner harmony, passing these emotions from mother to child. Lullabies not only
soothe but also teach proper perception of sounds, melodies, and rhythms, helping to
establish a connection between hearing and speech development. The lullabies heard
from infancy instill feelings of security, warmth, and kindness. Children who
frequently hear lullabies develop emotionally and morally faster, becoming more
sensitive to the world around them. Lullabies provide children with their first emotional
experiences through music while enhancing their listening and singing skills. These
songs help children understand how emotions can be expressed through sound and
what imagery can be evoked.

To effectively utilize Ukrainian musical folklore in aesthetic education, various
methods and approaches should be applied. One key method is the direct performance
of folk songs, which enhances auditory sensitivity, vocal and musical skills, and fosters
an emotional response to melodies and lyrics. This approach allows children not only
to learn melodies but also to deepen their understanding of folk culture, exploring its
emotional and moral essence.

Another important method is storytelling about the origins, meaning, and history
of folk songs. Explaining the context of songs through discussions helps children better
understand the moral and aesthetic value of folk works, allowing them to immerse
themselves in the atmosphere of different historical periods. For example, teachers can
introduce children to traditions associated with ritual songs.

Aesthetic education also benefits from integrating musical folklore with other
forms of art. For instance, drawing inspired by folk songs or performing dances to folk
music enables children to experience harmony more deeply, develop imagination,
creativity, and self-expression skills.

Conclusion. Ukrainian musical folklore is an essential tool for aesthetic education,
contributing to the development of children's musical-aesthetic culture, creative
abilities, and emotional sensitivity. Through folklore, children not only learn folk songs
but also gain an appreciation for their cultural heritage, acquire moral values, and refine
their aesthetic tastes. Overall, it fosters a love for musical art. Incorporating folklore
into the educational process nurtures patriotic feelings and the ability to perceive the
world more profoundly.
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