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THIRTY YEARS OF ENGLISH TEACHER TRAINING IN BEREHOVE (1994-2024)

This article provides a detailed historical overview of the development and evolution of the English
language teacher training program at the Ferenc Rakoczi Il Transcarpathian Hungarian College of
Higher Education in Berehove, Ukraine, spanning from its establishment in the mid-1990s to the
present day. The primary goal of this study is to document the implementation and development of the
initial program and new proposals, analyse their adaptation to changing educational needs, and
highlight the commitment to fostering student talent and research. Employing a chronological
narrative, supplemented by an analysis of departmental records, the article traces the program'’s
progression from its initial affiliation with a Hungarian institution to its current status as a provider of
comprehensive bachelor's and master's degrees in English philology. It examines key milestones,
including the introduction of new specializations, the discontinuation of others due to ministerial
directives, and the implementation of programs tailored to meet the region's evolving educational
needs, such as primary school English teacher training. A significant focus is placed on the college's
dedication to nurturing student research through initiatives like the llona Zrinyi Transcarpathian
Hungarian Specialized Course, designed to cultivate gifted students, and the organization of annual
scientific student conferences. Furthermore, the article highlights the program'’s efforts to facilitate
student mobility through international exchange programs and participation in national and
international competitions, demonstrating its commitment to aligning with European higher education
standards. The underlying implications of this study lie in its demonstration of the resilience and
adaptability of a minority language higher education institution operating within a modern geopolitical
context. It underscores the importance of fostering student research, international collaboration, and
continuous adaptation to educational reforms in enhancing educational quality and developing highly
qualified English language professionals for the region.

Keywords: English teacher training, BA and MA training programs, student conferences, higher
education, Transcarpathia.
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Jizaxk Kamepuna, I'vemi Inona, Haowv-Konoxceapi Enike. Tpuousams poxie niocomoeku
euumenie anzniicekoi mosu ¢ bepezoei (1994-2024)
Y cmammi sucsimneno ochosHi emanu po3sumKy npoepamu ni020MmoeKU 64Umenie aHeniiuCbKoi MOGU 6
3axapnamcokomy yeopcokomy incmumymi im. @epenya Paxoyi Il y micmi Bepezcosi, Yxpaina, 6i0 it
sacHyeants 6 cepeouni 1990-x poxie 00 cboco0ents. OCHOBHA Mema Yb0o2o OOCTIONCEHHSL -
3a00KyMenmysamu peanizayilo ma po3eumox no4amKo80i npocpamu ma HO8UX NPONO3UYil,
npoananizysamu ix a0anmayiro 00 MiHIUBUX OCBIMHIX NOmped, a MAKONC HA2ONOCUMU HA
APUXUTLHOCT 00 PO3BUMK) CIYOEHMCbKUX MANaHmi6 i 00CIiOHuybKoi distonocmi. Ha ocrosi
XPOHONO2IYHOI NOCIIO0BHOCHI, OONOBHEHOT AHANIZ0M OAHUX Kaghedpu, Yy cmammi npoCmediCyeEmvcst
PO36UMOK NEpuioi npoepamu, AKAa Ha NOYAmKY YHKYIOHY8ANa 8 pamkax aginiiosanoi ycmanosu, 0o
HUHIUWHBbO20 CMAmycy 0C8IMHbO20 3aKIA0Y, WO NPONOHYE NPOPamu Ni020MosKuU OaxKanaspie ma
Maeicmpis 3 aneniticokoi ghinonoeii. Taxooic, y cmammi po32180aromvcs Ko4o06i 8ixu, 30Kpema
3aNpPOBAOIICEHHSL HOBUX CReyianizayiil ma 3aKpummsi IHUux 4epe3 MiHICImepcbKi NOCMAHO8U, A MAKOIC
peanizayis npocpam, a0anmo8aHux 00 MIHIUBUX OCBIMHIX NOmped pe2iony, AK-0m Ni020MmoeKa
BUUMENIB AH2ILICHKOI MOBU OJI51 NOYAMKOBOI WKOIU. 3HAUHA Y6a2a NpUoiieHo NPASHEHHIO 3aKI1a0)y
po38usamu CMy0eHmcvbKy HayKo8y OisIbHICMb Yepe3 MAaKi iHiyiamueu, K 3akapnamcbKa yeopcbKa
¢axosa konezis uwyoi oceimu imeni [nonu 3pini, nNOKIUKaHY nIOMpumMyeamu 000apo8aHuUx cmyoeHmis,
ma opeanizayito WOPTHHUX HAYKOBUX CIYOEHMCbKUX KoHepenyiil. Taxooc y cmammi 8Uc8imieHo
npacHenHs Kagheopu Cnpusmu yuacmi cmyoeHmis K y npoepamax MidCHapoOHoi akademiunol
MOOLILHOCI, MAK | 8 HAYIOHATLHUX T MIHCHAPOOHUX KOHKYPCAX, WO OeMOHCIPYE NPUXUTbHICTb
HABUAILHORO 3aKNAAY 00 €EPONENCLKUX cmanoapmis euuyoi oceimu. OCHOBHe 3HAUeHHS OAHO20
00CIONHCEHHS NONA2AE 8 MOMY, U0 BOHO OEMOHCMPYE CIANICMb BUU020 HABUATLHO20 3AKAA0Y 3
BUKTIAOAHHM MOBOI0 MEHWUHU Ma ii 30amHicmb 00 adanmayii, 8 yMO8ax Cy4acHo20 2e0N0NiMmuU4HO20
koumexcmy. Iliokpecneno saxciugicmes po36uUmKy cmyOeHmCbKUX O0CTIOHCEHb, MIHCHAPOOHOT
cnisnpayi ma nocmitHoi aoanmayii 00 oce8imuix peghopm 0Jis nIOBUWEHHS AKOCMI 0C8imu ma
ni020MOBKU BUCOKOKBANIQIKOBAHUX haxieyie 3 anenilicbkoi Mosu 0is peciony. Taxooc, 6 cmammi
AKYEeHMOBAHO Y8a2y HA BANCTUBOCTE BUXOBAHHS HOB020 NOKOIHHSA BUKIA0AYIS, SKI 30amHI eqheKmueHo
npayrosamu 8 yMo8ax CyuaCHUX OCGIMHIX GUKIUKIB.
Knrouoei cnoea: niocomosrka uumenie aHeniliCbkoi MO8U, Npocpamu nio2omoeKu baxkaiaspa ma
mazicmpa, cmyoenmcobKi KoHgepenyii, suwa oceima, 3akapnammsi.

Lizak Kateryna, Husti llona, Nagy-Kolozsvari Enike. Trzydziesci lat ksztalcenia nauczycieli
Jezyka angielskiego w Bereowie (1994-2024)

Artykut zawiera szczegotowy przeglgd historyczny rozwoju i ewolucji programu ksztalcenia
nauczycieli jezyka angielskiego w Transkarpackim Wegierskim Kolegium Wyzszym im. Ferenca
Rakocziego 11 w Berehowie na Ukrainie, od momentu jego powstania w potowie lat 90. do dnia

dzisiejszego. Gtownym celem niniejszego opracowania jest udokumentowanie wdrozenia i rozwoju
pierwotnego programu oraz nowych propozycji, analiza ich dostosowania do zmieniajgcych sig
potrzeb edukacyjnych oraz podkreslenie zaangazowania w rozwijanie talentow studentow i badan
naukowych. Wykorzystujgc narracje chronologiczng, uzupetniong analizq dokumentacji
wydziatowej, artykut sledzi postepy programu od poczgtkowej wspoilpracy z instytucjq wegierskq do
obecnego statusu dostawcy kompleksowych studiow licencjackich i magisterskich z filologii
angielskiej. Analizuje kluczowe etapy, w tym wprowadzenie nowych specjalizacji, zaprzestanie
realizacji innych ze wzgledu na wytyczne ministerialne oraz wdrozenie programow dostosowanych
do zmieniajgcych sie potrzeb edukacyjnych regionu, takich jak szkolenie nauczycieli jezyka
angielskiego w szkolach podstawowych. Duzy nacisk ktadzie si¢ na zaangazowanie uczelni w
wspieranie badan naukowych studentow poprzez takie inicjatywy, jak specjalistyczny kurs llona
Zrinyi Transcarpathian Hungarian, majgcy na celu ksztalcenie utalentowanych studentow, oraz
organizacje corocznych konferencji naukowych dla studentow. Ponadto w artykule podkreslono
wysitki programu na rzecz utatwiania mobilnosci studentow poprzez miedzynarodowe programy
wymiany oraz udziat w krajowych i miedzynarodowych konkursach, co swiadczy o dgzeniu uczelni
do dostosowania sie do europejskich standardow szkolnictwa wyzszego. Podstawowe implikacje

163



Ykpaincoka nononicmuka. Bunyck 24. Iledazoziuni docniodicenns

tego badania polegajq na wykazaniu odpornosci i zdolnosci adaptacyjnych instytucji szkolnictwa
wyzszego postugujqcej sie jezykiem mniejszosciowym, dziatajgcej w nowoczesnym kontekscie
geopolitycznym. Podkresla ono znaczenie wspierania badan naukowych prowadzonych przez
studentow, wspolpracy miedzynarodowej i ciggltego dostosowywania sie do reform edukacyjnych w
celu poprawy jakosci ksztatcenia i ksztatcenia wysoko wykwalifikowanych specjalistow w zakresie
Jjezyka angielskiego dla regionu.
Stowa kluczowe: ksztalcenie nauczycieli jezyka angielskiego, programy studiow licencjackich i
magisterskich, konferencje studenckie, szkolnictwo wyzsze, Zakarpacia.

Formulation of the problem. The article addresses the core issue of documenting and assessing
the long-term impact of specialized teacher training in a unique geopolitical and educational context.
Specifically, the problem lies in charting the development of the English teacher training program at
the Ferenc Rakoczi I Transcarpathian Hungarian College of Higher Education in Berehove, Ukraine,
over three decades (1994-2024). This program exists at the intersection of several complex factors:
the transition of Ukrainian higher education under the Bologna Process, the specific challenges of
providing mother-tongue-based education (Hungarian) for an ethnic minority in Ukraine, and the
evolving professional demands placed on English language teachers. The article seeks to fill the gap
in historical analysis by presenting a detailed, chronological record of the program's institutional
establishment, its curriculum modifications, and its efforts to align with both national standards and
European academic norms.

Another, equally important, problem is the need to demonstrate the program's success in
cultivating academic talent and professional preparedness in a rapidly changing environment. This
involves showcasing how the institution, often starting with limited resources, actively engaged
students in research and academic excellence. The article specifically highlights the internal goal of
identifying and supporting gifted students through initiatives like the Ilona Zrinyi Transcarpathian
Hungarian Specialized Course and external success via student participation in national and
international competitions and mobility programs. Therefore, the formulation of the problem is not
only historical and institutional but also pedagogical, focusing on the methods and results of fostering
high-quality future educators and researchers who can contribute to the region's educational diversity.

Analysis of previous research and publications. In 1996, a Hungarian-language higher
education institution for teacher and preschool teacher training was established in Berehove, in
Transcarpathia, the westernmost region of Ukraine. However, the College began its functioning two
years earlier in 1994, with approximately 30 students including English teacher training. Then it was
functioning as a special affiliated branch of the Gydrgy Bessenyei Teacher Training College of
Nyiregyhaza, Hungary [3; 4]. At that time the College operated on the premises of the Berehove
Vocational School for Tailoring. Initially, students pursued English and History or English and
Geography degrees through weekend classes taught by Hungarian professors from Nyiregyhaza. In
1996, after the College was granted its operating licence it was named Transcarpathian Hungarian
Teacher Training College. Since then it has gradually incorporated local academic staff into the
faculty.

While initially offering both English and History and English and Geography programs, the latter
was discontinued in 2000 due to a ministerial decision. Adapting to the 2003 public education
curriculum change, which introduced mandatory foreign language learning [1] in primary schools,
the College offered a new program for primary school English teachers. This program recognized the
unique challenges of teaching English to young children. The same year, after taking up the name of
Ferenc Rakoczi 11 Transcarpathian Hungarian College of Higher Education, the College extended its
educational programs and offered a variety of non-pedagogical specializations.

In 2004, the College expanded its offerings to include joint majors in English and Hungarian,
Hungarian and English, and History and English. In 2007, it began awarding bachelor's degrees and
since 2021 it has been awarding master’s degrees in English.
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Thus, the partnership between the Hungarian and Ukrainian parties laid the foundation for higher
education in Berehove, providing opportunities for local students to pursue degrees in English and
contributing to the development of the region's educational diversity.

The purpose of the article. The purpose of this article is to document and analyse the thirty-year
history, evolution, and achievements of the English teacher training program at the Ferenc Rakoczi
Il Transcarpathian Hungarian College of Higher Education in Berehove, Ukraine, from its
establishment in 1994 to 2024. It aims to chronologically detail the program's development, including
its institutional origins as an affiliated branch, changes in educational offerings and degrees (from
Specialist to Bachelor's and Master's), its adaptation to national curriculum reforms, the growth of its
student body, and its success in fostering student research and talent through initiatives like the Ilona
Zrinyi Specialized Course and various international mobility programs.

Discussion and results. In what follows, we are presenting memorable dates from the history of
the training program under analysis in chronological order.

1996 — training of English-History and English-Geography joint majors begins at the independent
Transcarpathian Hungarian Teacher Training College.

2000 — due to a ministerial decree, the English-Geography joint major is discontinued.

2000 — the Ilona Zrinyi Transcarpathian Hungarian Specialized Course is launched to support
College students in undergraduate research. We are very pleased that since 2000 twenty-five English
major students have studied at the Course.

2002 —the first Specialist degrees are issued with a qualification in English language and literature
teaching.

2004 — the English-Hungarian, Hungarian-English and History-English training programs start.

2007 — the five-year Specialist training is discontinued, from then on graduates of the 4th year
receive a bachelor's degree.

2009 — a College student in English language and literature won first place for her paper in the
Subject Pedagogy and Educational Technology Section of the Hungarian National Scientific Student
Association Conference (OTDK). In addition, she was also awarded the Pro Scientia gold medal,
which is given to the most successful students of the OTDK.

Since 2016 — English major students have had the opportunity to participate in student mobility
programs at universities in Hungary, Slovakia and Romania through the Makovecz Student
Scholarship Program and the Erasmus+ Scholarship Program.

2019 — English philology master's program starts.

2021 — the first master's degrees in English philology are awarded.

2024 — humanities program starts at the bachelor’s level in Philology (Germanic languages and
literatures (translation included), with English-Hungarian and English-German.

At present, the Department of Philology (English Language and Literature Section) offers English
major Specialities and Educational Programmes for Bachelor's and Master's Degrees including three
at the BA level (Secondary education (language and literature (English)), Philology. Germanic
languages and literatures (including translation), with English-Hungarian and English-German and
one at the MA level, Philology (Germanic languages and literatures (translation included), first
language — English.

A new educational program at the Master's level, Philology (Germanic languages and literatures
(translation included), first language — English was launched in 2019 at the Department of Philology
(English Language and Literature Section). The training of masters in philology is aimed at mastering
and deepening fundamental knowledge, skills and abilities in philology, literary studies and
translation, mastering modern methods of organizing and conducting scientific and research activities
in the specialty, and the ability to apply information and communication technologies for the full
implementation of their professional functions [2].

At the English Language and Literature Section of the Department of Philology, fostering and
developing students' talent has always been a core mission. We firmly believe that identifying and
nurturing potential is crucial for the growth of both individual students and the field of language
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pedagogy as a whole. When students demonstrate a particular passion for research and investigation
within language teaching and learning, we provide them with tailored opportunities to cultivate their
skills and deepen their understanding. One such unique opportunity is the prestigious Ilona Zrinyi
Transcarpathian Hungarian Specialized Course.

This specialized course, designed and launched specifically for gifted students pursuing tertiary
education in Transcarpathia, represents our commitment to providing exceptional learning
experiences. Its primary aim is to create an enriching environment in which these promising
individuals can flourish and develop the skills necessary for a successful professional career [5]. We
strive to equip them with the tools, knowledge, and mentorship they need to make significant
contributions to their chosen fields.

The Ilona Zrinyi Course is open to students enrolled in years 3 and 4 at Bachelor level and years
1 and 2 at Master level at higher educational institutions across Transcarpathia. The application
process is rigorous, ensuring that only the most dedicated and capable students are admitted. It grants
students the invaluable opportunity to conduct independent research projects under the expert
guidance of their tutors. These tutors are not only experienced academics but also recognized as
experts in their respective fields of study. This close mentorship provides students with personalized
support, helping them refine their research methodologies, analyse their findings effectively, and
ultimately produce high-quality work that contributes to the body of knowledge in their chosen area.
Furthermore, the course fosters a collaborative learning environment, encouraging students to interact
with their peers, share ideas, and build a network of future colleagues. Beyond the research project
itself, the Ilona Zrinyi Course aims to develop a range of transferable skills, including critical
thinking, problem-solving, communication, and presentation skills, all of which are essential for
success in any professional field. Since 2015 to present approximately 25 students of English of our
Department have presented on a variety of topics related to their studies in the Ilona Zrinyi Specialized
Course.

We believe that by investing in the development of these students, we are investing in the future
of language and literature studies in Transcarpathia and beyond.

Engaging students into research work is an integral part of the educational process which takes
many forms including conference participation, preparing creative works and projects as well as
participation in all-Ukrainian competitions of student research papers. Thus, in order to provide
students with the opportunity of getting first academic experience and encourage them to take the
first steps in conducting research, the English Language and Literature Section of the Department of
Philology has been organizing a Scientific Students' Conference since 2015. The Conference gives
the undergraduate English students an opportunity to present their research results in the framework
of the research field of the Department. Likewise, it is an exceptional opportunity to cultivate staff-
student relation in fostering further research and making a sophomore student research involvement
a priority. Since the first conference in 2015, it has become an annual event with approximately 15-
20 students presenting their research work every year.

Since 2021, the Philology Department in cooperation with the Department of Multicultural
Education and Translation of the Faculty of History and International Relations, Uzhhorod National
University has organised International Scientific Conferences of Students and Young Researchers
dedicated to issues ranging from intercultural communication through linguistic aspects of modern
professional discourse to translation and fiction as means of cultural mediation. The first conference
participations and publications of the students date back to 2005, however a substantial rise in the
figures can be observed since 2017 (see Figures 1 & 2).
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Figure 1. Number of publications of English major students of the Department of Philology
Source: Department of Philology (English Language and Literature Section) database, 2025
In total, there have been more than 80 conference presentations and publications since then. By
involving more and more students into conducting research, our aim is to identify and provide support
to the talented ones while continuing to challenge them for further achievements.

Participation in Students Conferences
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Figure 2. Participation of English major students of the Department of Philology in diverse student
conferences

Source: Department of Philology (English Language and Literature Section) database, 2025

Since 2021, students of the English Language and L.iterature Section of the Philology Department have
participated in the International Student Translation Contest "Translation as a Key to Cultural and
Linguistic Worldviews" organised by the Department of Applied Language Studies, Comparative
Linguistics, and Translation of the Faculty of Foreign Philology at the Mykhailo Dragomanov State
University of Ukraine. So far, they have had seven winner awards, including two awards for winning the
second place and five awards for the third place in different categories.

In 2022, two research papers in translation of students of English studying at BA and MA levels were
submitted for participation in the all-Ukrainian competition of student research papers in the field of
Germanic Languages with a specialization in Translation. Both works were recommended for defence in
the third final round at a scientific and practical conference. Unfortunately, because of the Russian
invasion the final round was cancelled.

Year 2023 brought another success when a fourth year student of English became finalist of the Vitalii
Keis All-Ukrainian Shakespeare Competition for Student Research and Creative Projects. According to
the results of the competition, the student took 3rd place with her research project.

In September 2024, the Philology Department announced the 1st Translation Contest to mark
International Translation Day and celebrate the 250th anniversary of Jane Austen's birth by translating
excerpts from Jane Austen's novels. The event was rather popular with the students since 87 translations
were submitted for assessment.
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In the 2010 s, Ukrainian higher education implemented the Bologna Process, to align with European
standards. This shift facilitated student mobility by introducing the European Credit Transfer System
(ECTYS), a standardized credit system for academic achievement.

Engaging students in faculty research is a step forward in identifying gifted students who may improve
higher education. The mentioned data shows a steady increase in the number of students conducting
research and presenting it in different forms at different events. The aim of the Department is to find
various ways to involve students in research with faculty members thus fostering teacher-student
cooperation and supporting budding students.

We are incredibly proud of our English major alumni who have gone on to pursue their PhDs in
Pedagogy. Their dedication to the field of education and commitment to furthering our understanding of
effective teaching practices is truly commendable. They serve as an inspiration to our students,
demonstrating the diverse paths that an English degree can lead to and the significant impact one can have
on the world of education. Over the years, six former graduates of English of the College have completed
their doctoral studies either in Ukraine or in foreign higher education institutions and obtained a PhD
degree.

These accomplished alumni have not only enhanced their own expertise in pedagogy but have also
contributed valuable research and insights to the field. Their work is forming the future of education, and
we are honoured to have them as part of our alumni network. We eagerly anticipate their continued
success and the positive influence they will undoubtedly have on countless students and educators.

Over the last few years, our department has experienced a notable increase in enrolment from
multilingual students whose native language is Ukrainian. This rise in the number of Ukrainian-native
students is attributed to a combination of both direct and indirect factors influencing their choice of study
program. On the one hand, it is a direct factor that the department launched three new translation and
interpreting programs. This expansion of specialized offerings likely attracted students interested in these
high-demand language fields. An indirect factor, on the other hand, is the Russian-Ukrainian war. The
conflict has caused many young people in eastern Ukraine to move to the western parts of the country for
safety, such as to the Transcarpathia region, which has remained relatively more peaceful. This
displacement has led to a greater number of prospective students settling in the department's vicinity,
making its programs a more viable option.

The English Language and Literature Section of the Department of Philology [3] provides a
comprehensive foundation in the fields of linguistics, applied linguistics, literature and English, with its
basic disciplines covering: English language practice, Writing skills development, Morphology and
syntax of English, Phonetics and phonology of the English language, History of the English language,
British and American literature, British and American country studies, Methodology of teaching English
language and literature, Introduction to translation studies, and other related courses. These core courses
are primarily conducted in English.

The fundamental purpose of this calculated alternation of languages is threefold. To begin with, it
unequivocally bolsters student grasp of the material by rapidly dispelling any ambiguities that might
otherwise necessitate lengthy, potentially confusing explanations rendered solely in the target tongue.
This level of precision is absolutely essential for the acquisition of profound knowledge. Secondly, this
practice actively fosters deeper student involvement with the course content. When learners are confident
that their core understanding is sound, they invariably become more self-assured and prepared to take
intellectual chances, pose queries, and contribute actively to class discussions—all of which are vital
components for true language mastery. By both acknowledging and leveraging the existing linguistic
knowledge possessed by the students, the department effectively affirms the totality of their cognitive
resources. Finally, and arguably of paramount significance, this methodological framework is
fundamental to establishing a truly embracing and welcoming educational setting. This effectively
diminishes the affective filter (the psychological barrier to learning), thereby rendering the academic
atmosphere less stressful and significantly more conducive to successful language acquisition for
everyone enrolled.
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The significant enrolment change presents the department with several opportunities and challenges.
The influx of multilingual students, many of whom are navigating the complexities of displacement, may
necessitate a review of student support services to address their unique needs. Furthermore, the strong
interest in the new translation and interpreting programs suggests a growing demand for specialized
language professionals, potentially fuelling the need to expand these programs and integrate
contemporary translation technologies into the curriculum. The multilingual nature of the new student
body also offers an opportunity to enrich the learning environment by drawing on their diverse linguistic
and cultural backgrounds to enhance discussions in subjects like literature, cultural studies, and
translation.

Conclusions and prospects for further study of the problem. Teacher training in English has existed
at the College since its foundation when 20 students started their education. At present, 214 both full time
and part time students are enrolled in various programmes at BA level whereas 25 students pursue their
studies at MA level. By offering short-term or semester exchange international mobility programmes such
as Makovecz and Erasmus+ Student Scholarship Programme as well as double degree programmes, the
College strives to meet students’ needs. Similarly, offering undergraduate research opportunities proved
to be beneficial both for students and the faculty.

Looking ahead, the Department of Philology aims to expand its academic offerings, strengthen
international partnerships, and foster innovation in (teacher) training. These goals are closely aligned with
the broader strategic plans of the College. The commitment to high academic standards, research and
mobility will remain central to its mission, supporting the long-term growth and success of students and
the department.
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