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THE DEVELOPMENT OF UKRAINIAN NATIONAL IDENTY AMONG CHILDREN
AND YOUTH WITHIN THE EDUCATION SYSTEM

I. I. Nehrii*

This article is devoted to a comprehensive analysis of the formation of Ukrainian national identity
within the education system as a strategic task of state policy in the context of contemporary
challenges, particularly the full-scale war. The author emphasizes the importance of Ukrainian
national identity for societal consolidation, strengthening statehood, and fostering responsible
citizenship. Based on the current legislative framework — the Laws of Ukraine "On Education”, "On
Complete General Secondary Education” and "On Higher Education" as well as the Strategy for
National-Patriotic Education and the Concept of Identity Formation — the normative foundation of
educational activities is outlined. An overview of the implementation of the national-identity
component at various levels of education is provided. In the field of preschool education, emphasis is
placed on the necessity of integrating concepts of language, culture, symbols, and family values into
the educational environment as the basis for a child’s primary identity formation. In school education,
key roles are played by courses in Ukrainian history, the Ukrainian language, and civic education, as
well as interdisciplinary integration, which is reinforced under the New Ukrainian School (NUS) reform
aimed at fostering values, civic responsibility, and individual awareness of belonging to the Ukrainian
nation.

In higher education, Ukrainian national identity is considered through the lens of critical thinking,
analysis of historical meanings, and philosophical and cultural contexts. Not only the academic
component but also extracurricular activities play a crucial role: student participation in volunteering,
cultural initiatives, and community projects contributes to conscious self-identification with the
Ukrainian nation. In conclusion, the author notes that effective formation of Ukrainian identity requires
a systemic approach, methodological support for educators, updating the content of education,
provision of a Ukrainian-language environment, and consideration of students’ age, socio-cultural,
and regional characteristics.
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$SOPMYBAHHSI YKPATHCHKOI HAIIIOHAABHOI IIEHTHYHOCTI OITEH TA
MOAO/I B CUCTEMI OCBITH

I. I. Herpii

Cmammio npucesiueHo KOMNAEKCHOMY AHAM3Y QOPMYBAHHS YKPAIHCLKOI HAUIOHALHOL
i0eHmuuHoCcmi 8 cucmemi oceimu sK cmpameziuHo20 3a80aHHS 0epiKA8HOI NoimuKu 8 Ymo8ax
CYUACHUX BUKIUKIB, 30Kpema NO8HOMACUMAOHOT 8iliHU. ABMOpP NIOKPeCioe 8AXUBICMb YKPATHCLKOL
HAYIOHANBbHOL i0eHmuuHocmi O/l KOHcoodauii cycnitecmead, 3MIUHEHHs OepiKasHocmi ma
opmyesaHHs 8i0N08i0ANbHO20 epomadsiHUHA. Ha ocHoel uuHHOoi 3axoHodasuoi 6asu — 3axoHie YKkpainu
"[Ipo oceimy", "[Ipo nosHy 3azanvHy cepedHio ocgimy”, "[Ipo suwy oceimy"’, a marxox Cmpameaii
HAUIOHANbHO-NamMpiomuuHozo  euxoeaHHss ma KoHuenuii dopmyeaHHss i0eHmuuHocmi —
OKpecnoemobcsi. HopmamueHe niotpyHms o0ceimHboi OisitbHocmi. 30ilicHeHO 0221510 peanizayil
HAYIOHA/IbHO-I0eHMUPIKAYITIHO20 KOMNOHEHMA HA PIZHUX PIBHSX ocgimu. Y cghepi 0ouUKLIbHOL ocgimu
axyenm 3pobieHo Ha HeobxioHocmi iHmez2payii YysieeHb Npo M08Y, KYabmypy, CUMBOIU MA POOUHHI
YiHHOCMI 8 oceimHe cepedosuuie sik 6a3u nepsuHHol ideHmugpikayii oumuHu. Y wKiibHIl oceimi
KJ1I0U08Y poJib 8idieparoms KYypcu icmopii YKpainu, YyKkpaiHCbKoi M08U ma 2poMadsiHcbKol ocgimu, a
MaKkosK MmiknpeomMemHa IHmezpayis, WO NOCUNIEMbCSL 8 Yymoeax peanizauii pegpopmu Hosoi
yKpaincokoi wronu (HYII), opienmosaHoi HA QOPMYBAHHS UiHHOCMEU, 2POMAOSHCHLKOT
gionosgidaibHocmi ma YceidoMAeHHs. ocobucmicmio c8oel HanexHocmi 00 YKpaiHcbkozo Hapoody. B
ocgimHbomy npouyeci 3BO ykpaiHcbka HAUIOHANBLHA I0EHMUUHICMb pPO032/110AEMbCSL uepe3 nNpusmy
KPUMUUH020 MUCTEHHSl, AHAI3Y ICMOPUUHUX CEHCI8, (PLNoCOpCbKUX | KYJbMYyPHUX KOHMEKCMI8.
Basknuey posw gidizpae He suwe akademiuHa ckaadoea, a Ui No3aHAsUaNbHUL npocmip: yuacmo
cmydeHmie Yy B80/I0HMepCcmsi, KYJAbmypHUX IHIYIAMUBAX, 2pOMAOCLKUX NPOEKMAX Cnpuse
YCBIOOMNEHOMY CAMOOMOMOIHEHHIO 3 YKPAiIHCbKO Hauier. Y B8UCHO8KAX asmop 3a3HAUAE, UL0
epexmusHe PoOpMY8aHHS YKpaiHcbKol i0eHmuuHocmi nompebdye cucmemHozo nioxooy, mMemoouuHoi
niompumku neoazozie, OHOBNEHHS 3Micmy oceimu, 3a6e3neueHHst YKPaiHOMO8HO20 cepedosuiya, a
MAKOIK YpaxyeaHHs 8IKO8UX, COUIOKYIbMYPHUX MA peioHAIbHUX ocobaugocmeti YyuHie i cmydeHmis.

Knrouoei cnosea: nampiomusm, nampiomuuHe 8UX08aHHSl, HAYIOHAIbHE 8UX08AHHSL, HAUIOHAIbHA
i0eHmuuHicmes, YKpAiHCbKO HAUIOHANLbHA 10eHMUUHICMb, HAUIOHANIbHO-IOEHMUUHUN KOMNOHEHM
0C8IMHBLO20 npouecy; YkpaiHcbka i0eHmuuHicms, 3arkiad OOWKLIbHOL oceimu, HO8A YKpaiHcbKa
wKoaa, 3aK1a0 eUuUU,0i oceimu.

Introduction of the issue. In the
context of contemporary socio-political
transformations in Ukraine, particularly

IIocTaHOBKa mnpoOAeMH. Y KOHTEKCTi
Cy4acHUX CYCITiIABHO-TIOAITHYIHUX
TpaHcdopMmallii B YKpaiHi, 30KpemMa B

amid the full-scale war, the issue of | ymoBax moBHOMacHITabHOI BiffHM, MTUTAHHS
forming Ukrainian national identity | ¢popmyBanHs yKpaiHCBKOI  HaIliOHAABHOL
acquires special significance. The relevance | ineaTHyHOCTI HalOyBae o0cobAMBOi Baru.

of this problem is driven not only by | AKTyasbHICTB Ili€l TpoOAeMU 3yMOBACHA HeE

external challenges associated with | auire 30BHIIITHIMY BUKAMKAaMH, TIOB’I3aHUMHA
russia’s aggression against Ukraine but |3 arpeciero pocii nporu VYkpainu, a #
also by internal processes — | BHyTpPILIHIMHT IIpoliecamMu -
reconsideration of national memory, | TIEPEOCMHUCAEHHSIM HAaIliOHAABHOI ITaM’aTi,
reassessment of cultural benchmarks, and | mepeoliHkol0  KyABTYPHHUX  OPi€HTHPIB,
the creation of a wunified civic space. | popMyBaHHSIM €OMHOTO TI'POMAATHCHKOTO
National identity, as a complex socio- | mpocropy. HallioHaapHa iZE€HTUYHICTB, SK
cultural category, plays a key role in | KOMIIA€KCHA COIIIOKYABTYpHA KaTeropisd,
societal  consolidation, strengthening | Bimirpae KAIOYOBY poOAb Yy KOHCOAimartil
statehood, and fostering active, responsible | cycmiabcTBa, 3MIIIHEHHI  OepP3KaBHOCTI,
citizenship. Self-awareness as part of the | popmyBaHHI aKTHBHOIO, BiAIOBiIAABHOTO

Ukrainian nation, a sense of belonging to
the state, and respect for its history,
language, culture, and national values
constitute the foundation of a stable,
cohesive, and democratic society.

rpomansgHuHa. CaMoycBimomMaeHHs1 cebe K
YaCTUHHM YKPaiHCHKOI'O Hapoay, BiAdyTTs
HaAEXKHOCTI A0 [OepkaBH, IoBara [0 ii
icropii, MOBH, KyABTYpPH Ta HAaIllilOHAABHUX
ILIiIHHOCTEH € OCHOBOIO CcTabiABLHOTO,
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Amid  contemporary  socio-political
transformations, education serves as a key
institution for the socialization of the
younger generation, ensuring the
transmission of cultural codes, historical
memory, and national traditions, while
also  creating conditions for the
development of civic consciousness. The
education system possesses significant
potential to shape learners’ worldview and
their perception of Ukrainian identity as a
core value. Therefore, the formation of
national identity within the education
system should be regarded not as a by-
product of the educational process but as
a deliberate and purposeful outcome,
intended to become a strategic task of state
policy.

Today, Ukrainian education must not
only ensure the acquisition of knowledge
and the development of competencies in
accordance with contemporary
requirements but also cultivate patriotic
convictions, civic responsibility, critical
thinking, and readiness for active
participation in societal life. National
identity is an integral component of
personality development, an important
element of civic education, and one of the
key directions of state educational policy.
The above principles are legislatively
regulated through the implementation of
the Laws of Ukraine: "On Education"
(2023), "On Preschool Education" (2025),
"On  Complete General  Secondary
Education" (2025), "On Higher Education"
(2025) and "On the Basic Principles of State
Policy in Strengthening Ukrainian National
and Civic Identity" (2022); the Presidential
Decree On the Strategy of National-
Patriotic Education (2024); the Concept of
National-Patriotic = Education in the
Ukrainian Education System (2022); and
the Methodological Recommendations on
Patriotic Education issued by the Ministry
of Education and Science of Ukraine
(2024). Current legislation provides for the
integration of content, forms, and methods
of teaching and upbringing that facilitate

children’s and youth’s conscious
awareness of their belonging to the
Ukrainian nation, its history, culture,

language, traditions, and spiritual values.

3TyPTOBAHOIO Ta [OE€MOKPATUIHOTO
CYCIIiABCTBA.
B yMoOBax Cy4acHHUX CYCIiABHO-

HoAITMYHUX TpaHcdopmalii B YkpaiHi
OCBiTa BHCTYIIA€ KAIOYOBHUM 1HCTUTYTOM
colliaaizartii MOAOOOTO  IIOKOAIHHS,  IIIO
3abe3rieyye TPaHCASII0 KYABTYPHHUX KOIIB,
icropuaHOi TTaM’dTi Ta  HAIllOHAABHUX
TpaauIilf, a TaKOXK CTBOPIOE YMOBH AL
dopMyBaHHA TPOMAASHCBKOI CBiOZOMOCT.
CucreMa OCBITH Ma€ MOTY:KHHU IIOTEHIIiaA
oA (popMyBaHHSI CBITOTASAHOI — ITO3HIIIT
3mo0yBaviB OCBITH, IXHBOTO CTaBAE€HHS [0
YKpPaiHCBKOI i1IEHTUYHOCTI 9K IIiHHOCTI. Tomy
dopMyBaHHSA HAIiOHAABHOI iMEHTHYHOCTI B
CHUCTEMi OCBITH CAifl PO3TASAATH HE H9K
OOIYHUH IPOAYKT OCBITHHOI'O IIPOLIECY, a 9K
Horo IliAecripsMOBaHUM Ta  CBiZOMUM
pesyabTaTr, II0 Ma€ CTaTH CTPaTerivyHuM
3aBJAAHHAM JeP3KaBHOI ITOAITUKH.

CroromHi ykpaiHCBbKa OCBiTa Ma€ He AUIIe
3abe3nevyBaTH 3/100yTTd 3HAHb Ta PO3BUTOK
KOMIIETEHTHOCTEH BIOIIOBIMHO OO0 BHMOT
yacy, a " dopMyBaTH NOaTPiOTHYHI
IepEeKOHaHHSI, TI'POMAISHCBKY  IIO3UIIIO,
KPUTHYHE  MHCAE€HHS, TOTOBHICTb [0
aKTUBHOI y4acTi B KHUTTI CYCIIABCTBA.
HarrioHaabHa imeHTHUYHICTL € HEBIA €MHOIO
CKAQIOBOIO  (POpPMyBaHHA  OCODOHCTOCTI,
B&JKAUBUM  €A€EMEHTOM  I'POMAaIdHCBKOI
OCBITHM Ta OOHUM i3 KAIOUOBHUX HAIIPSIMIB
OEp>KaBHOI OCBITHBOI IIOAITUKHU. Bure
3a3Ha4YeHi TIOAOZKEHHS 3aKOHOAABYO0
PErAaMEeHTYIOThCS, 30KpemMa 4epes
peaaizamiro 3akoHiB Ykpainu: "IIpo ocsity”
(2023) [3], "IIpo momkiabHY ocsity" (2025)
[2], "IIpo 1IOBHY 3arasbHy CEpemHIO OCBiTy"
(2025) [5], "TIpo Bumyy ocsity" (2025), "IIpo
OCHOBHI 3acay Iep>KaBHOI OAITUKY Y cepi
yTBepIKEHHd YKpaiHCBbKOi HaIlioHaABHOI Ta
rPOMaAgHCHKOI imeHTH4YHOCTI" (2022) [4];
Yka3 Ilpesunenta Ykpainu "lIpo crparerito
Hall[iOHAABHO-TIATPIOTUYHOTO BUXOBaHHST"
(2024) [13]; Konueniro HallioHaABLHO-
[aTPiOTUYHOIO BUXOBaHHS B CUCTEMi OCBITH
Ykpainu (2022), "TIpo METOANYHI
PEKOMEHAITil 3 NaTPiOTUYHOIO BUXOBAaHHHA"
MinuicrepcTBa oOCBiTH 1 Hayku YKpaiHu
(2024). YuaHE 3aKOHOOABCTBO Ilepemadadac
iHTerpamiro 3micty, ¢opMm i MmeromiB
HaBYaHHS Ta BHXOBaHHA, fKi CIPHAIOTH
YCBIZJOMAEHHIO [iTBMHU Ta MOAOIIIO CBOEL
HaAEXKHOCTI [0 yKpaiHchKoi Haiiii, ii icTopii,
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However, the effectiveness of achieving
this goal depends on several factors: the
content of educational programs, the
professional preparedness of educators to

implement the educational and
developmental components, the use of
interactive teaching  methods, the
integration of the national-patriotic

component across subjects, and the overall
socio-cultural  environment of the
educational institution. The process of
identity formation requires particular
attention in the context of informational
influences, hybrid threats, migration
processes, and  regional  diversity.
Therefore, there is a need for a thorough
analysis of both theoretical and practical
aspects of forming Ukrainian national
identity within the education system at all
levels — from preschool to higher education.

Current state of the issue. The issue of
forming Ukrainian national identity is
considered in contemporary scholarly
literature as an important component of
education, socialization, and the civic
development of the individual. Researchers
focus on various aspects of this process —
from psychological mechanisms and
pedagogical strategies to the analysis of
educational content and the influence of
the socio-cultural environment.

At the same time, it should be noted that
the scholarly discourse lacks
comprehensive studies that consistently

examine the formation of Ukrainian
national identity across all levels of
education - from preschool to higher
education - as an integrated and
sequential  process. Existing works
primarily focus on individual stages of the
educational trajectory, which is

undoubtedly valuable but does not allow
for a full assessment of the dynamics, logic,
and effectiveness of forming Ukrainian
national identity throughout the entire
period of personal educational
development. This gap is likely due to the
long-standing  absence, within the
academic and educational communities, of
a clear and widely accepted understanding
of the concept of "Ukrainian national
identity".

The term "Ukrainian national identity"
has often been equated with related, but

KyABTYPH, MOBH, TPamuIlid i
OPiEHTHPIB.

[Tpore edeKTHUBHICT, peaaizallii IILOro
3aBIaHHA 3aA€XKUTHh Bil HU3KH YHHHHKIB:

3MiCTOBOT'O HAIIOBHEHHSI OCBITHIX ITporpam,

AYXOBHHUX

npodeciiiHoi  TOTOBHOCTI  MEemaroriB 1o
peaaizartii BHXOBHOI CKAQI0BOI,
BUKODUCTAHHA  IHTEPAKTUBHUX  METO/IIB

BUKAQIAHHS, 3a0€3MeYeHHs MiXKITPEeaAMETHOI

igTerpartii HaI[iOHAABHO-TIATPIOTHYIHOL
KOMIIOHEHTH, a TaKOX BiJ 3araabHOTO
COLIIOKYABTYPHOI'O  CEPEIOBUIIA  3aKAQIY

ocBiTH. OcobAMBOiI yBaru moTpebye IIpoIiec
dopMyBaHHA  iIEHTUYHOCTI B  yMOBax
iHpopMaIifHOrO BIIAUBY, TiOPHUIHUX 3arpo3,
MirpamifHuX TIIPOLeCiB 1 pPerioHaAbHOIO
pisHOMaHITTS. Y 3B’I3Ky 3 IIUM IIOCTa€

HEOOXIiTHICTh TAMOOKOTO aHaaizy
TEOPETHYHHUX 1 IIPakKTUYHHUX AacleKTiB
dopMyBaHHA yKpPaAiHCHKOI  HAIiOHAABHOI

IMEHTUYHOCTI B CHCTEMi OCBITH Ha BCiX il
PiBHSIX — Bif AOIIKIABHOTO A0 BUIIOTO.
AHaaniz ocTaHHiIX  mocaimxkens i
nmyOAirai. [Ipobaema  ¢popmyBaHHS
yKpaiHChbKOi  HAI[iOHAABHOI  iIIEHTHYHOCTI
pO3TAa€eTECS B CydacHI  HayKoBiH
AiTepaTypi 9K  BaXKAUBHUM  KOMIIOHEHT
BUXOBaHHS, Colliaaizallii I rpoMaasiHCBKOTO
CTAaHOBAEHHsSI  ocobucrocti. Y  dokyci
JOCAITHUKIB Iepe0yBaroTh Pi3HI acCHeKTH
OBOTO IIPOLIECY — Big  IICHXOAOTIYHHX
MEXaHi3MiB 1 MemaroriyHUX CTpaTeriti a0
aHaAi3y OCBITHBOIO 3MIiCTy H  BIIAUBY
COLIIOKYABTYPHOI'O CEPENOBHIIIA.
BomHouac caim 3a3HaynTH, III0 B
HAyKOBOMY MOUCKYPCi BiZICyTHI KOMIIA€KCHI
JIOCAITPKEHHSI, SIKi O ITOCAIIOBHO PO3TASIAAU
dopMyBaHHS YKpPaAiHCBKOI  HAIlIOHAABHOL
IIEHTHUYHOCTI B MEXKax yCiX piBHIB OCBITH —
BiJl IOIIKIABHOIO O BHIIIOTO — 4K I[IAICHHUIM i

HaCTyIIHUN IIpoIIeC. Haasni Iparti
IIepeBasKHO aKIEHTYIOTh yBary Ha OKPEMUX
erarax OCBITHBOL TPaEeKTOPIi, 1110,

0e3yMOBHO, € IIiHHUM, aA€ He [03BOASE
IIOBHOIO MipOIO OLIIHUTU AWHAMIKY, AOTIKY Ta
e(pbeKTUBHICTE (OpMyBaHHS YKpPaiHCHKOI
HaIliOHAABHOI iJeHTUYHOCTI IPOTATOM YCHOTO
nepioxy OCBITHBOTO PO3BUTKY OCOOHCTOCTI.
IMOBIpHO, 11€ 3yMOBAEHO THM, III0 TPHBAAMIL
4ac y HAyKOBOMY Ta OCBiTHEOMY CEPEIOBUIIT
He iCHyBaAO YiTKOTO, YCTaA€HOTO PO3yMiHHS
IIOHATTH "yKpaiHChKa HallioHaAbHA
LIEeHTUYHICTD .
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not identical, concepts such as civic
identity (T. Bevz, I. Naida, I. Petrovska,
O. Reznyk, N. Khazratova), patriotic
consciousness (S. Ivanova, Y. Ivchenko,
V. Koval, V. Shakhray), national self-
awareness (N. Havrysh, B. Rozumnyi,
V. Savchuk, M. Tkachenko,
O. Shevchenko, K. Chorna), cultural
identity (N. Madei, V. Zhelanova,

O. Matviyenko), and national-cultural
identity (I. Bekh, Z. Denysiuk, K. Zhurba,
T. Potapchuk, L. Lytvynenko), among
others. This situation has complicated both
the theoretical substantiation of the
concept and the development of
methodological approaches to its formation
in educational practice.

Outline of unresolved issues brought
up in the article. Despite a substantial
body of research on the development of
national consciousness, patriotic
education, national upbringing, and the
formation of civic competencies, the issues
of consistency, continuity, and systematic
formation of specifically Ukrainian national
identity across all levels of education
remain insufficiently explored.

Existing studies typically focus on
particular age groups or educational levels
— preschool, general secondary, or higher
education. In  particular, research
addresses the features of national
education in early childhood (A. Bohush,

O. Bezpalko, T. Ponimanska), the
formation of national self-awareness
among school students (O.Pometun,

N. Demianenko) and the development of
national identity among youth in higher
education settings (I. Bekh, V. Hudz,
V. Kremen, T. Semihina, L. Khomych).
However, a unified and comprehensive
approach that would allow the formation of
Ukrainian national identity to be viewed as
a continuous pedagogical process within
the overall educational trajectory of the
individual is still lacking.

In this context, there is a pressing need
to analyze how identity is formed at each
level of education — from early childhood
institutions to higher education - taking
into account age-specific characteristics,
pedagogical conditions, content and
methodological approaches, as well as

Tepmin "ykpaiHCBKa HaIliOHAABHA
IIEHTUYHICTL' HEPIIKO OTOTOXKHIOBAAM 3
OAVM3BKHMMU 3a 3MICTOM, aA€ HE TOTOXKHHUMH
KaTeropigMy, TaKUMH S$K TI'POMasgHCBHKa
1IEHTUYHICTE (T. Bens, I. Haiina,
L. [TerpoBcrka, O. Pesnuk, H. Xaszparona),
naTpioTH4Ha CBimOMiCTB (C. IBanoOBa,
1O. IBuenko, B. KoBaab, B. Illaxpaii),
HallioHaabHa caMocBinoMicts (H. FaBpur,

B. Pogymuunti, B. CaBuyk, M. TkaudeHko,
O. IlleByeHKo, K. Hopsa), KYABTYpHA
inearuudicte  (H. Magmeti, B. XKeaanona,
O. MatBi€HKO), HalliOHAABHO-KYABTYPHA
LIEHTUYHICTD (I. bex, 2K. /IeHHUCIOK,
K. Xypb6a, T.Iloramuyk, A.AUTBHHEHKO)

TOIllO. Buille 3a3HadeHe yCKAQIHIOBAAO SIK
TeopeTUudYHe OOIPYHTYBaHHS IIOHSTTH, TaK i
PO3POOKY METOOWYHHX MiAXOMIB OO0 MOTo

dopmMyBaHHA y  IIPAKTHII OCBITHBOL
[iSIABHOCTI.

BuznirneHHss  HeBHpillleHHMX  paHile
YaCTHH 3araAbHOI IIPOOAEMH, SKHM

IIPHCBAYYETHCA cTaTTd. llonpy 3HAYHUU
HAyKOBHU ZOPOOOK y cdepi HOCAIIZKEHHS
PO3BUTKY HaIliOHAABHOI cBimoMocTi,
HaTPiOTUYHOTO BUXOBAHHS, HAIiOHAABHOIO
BUXOBaHHS, (POPMyBaHHS TI'POMaSHCHKUX
KOMIIETEHTHOCTEeH, MMUTAaHHS IIOCAIJOBHOCTI,
HACTYITHOCTi Ta CHUCTEMHOCTi (hpopMyBaHHS
came yKpaiHCcbKoi HaIliOHAABHOL
IMEHTHYHOCTI Ha BCIX PIBHIX OCBITH
3aAUIIIAETHCS HEIOCTATHBO PO3KPUTHM.
IcHyrO4i  [OCAIIKEHHS, 9K IIPaBUAO,
30CEPEMKYIOTECSI Ha OKPEMHX BIKOBHX
rpymax abo piBHSIX OCBITH — AOUIKIABHOMY,
3araAbHOOCBITHBOMY YM BHUIIIOMY. 30KpeEMa,
PO3TAAIAIOTECA OCOOAMBOCTI HAIIOHAABLHOTO
BUXOBaHHS B JOIIKiABHOMY Billi (A. Borymr,
O. Besnaabko, T. TlonimaHCBKa),
dopMyBaHHSA HAaIliOHAABHOI CaMOCBiIOMOCTI

YIHIB y HIKIABHOMY CepenoBUILI
(O. Ilomeryn, H.dem’'dHeHKO), a TaKOXK
CTAHOBAEHHS HAIlIOHAABHOI 1OEHTHYHOCTI

moaoni B yMmoBax Bumioi 1mkoam (I. Bex,
B. I'yassb, B. KpemeHFs, T. Cemurina,
A. Xommu). Ilpore  BigcytHiti enuHui
IAiCHME  maxin, dgruii 60U [03BOAIB
posragnatu dopMyBaHHSA YKPaiHCBKOL
HalliOHAABHOI IIEHTHUYHOCTI dK
OesniepepBHUI MEOAroriyHUM Imporec y
MeXaxX 3araAbHOi OCBITHBOI TpaeKTOPii
0COOHCTOCTI.

Y 3B’a3Ky 3 IIUM, aKTYaAbBHOIO € oTpeba B
aHaaizli TOro, AKMM YHHOM iJ€HTUYHICTH
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factors that either facilitate or, conversely,
complicate this process.

Aim of the research is to theoretically
substantiate and analyze the process of
forming Ukrainian national identity among
children and youth within the education
system as an integrated, multi-level
phenomenon that encompasses all stages
of an individual’s educational trajectory

and takes into account age-specific,
psychological and pedagogical
characteristics.

The methodological basis of the study
is grounded in the principles of the
cultural-historical approach, the concept
of national-cultural identity (I. Bekh,
K. Zhurba), as well as competence-based
and learner-centered approaches to
organizing the educational process. The
following research methods were applied
for the analysis of scholarly sources,
legislative frameworks, and educational

programs:
— theoretical = methods (analysis,
generalization, and systematization of

normative legal documents and scientific
literature);

— structural-functional analysis to
determine the role of the education system
in forming national identity among
children and youth;

— comparative pedagogical method for
contrasting the implementation of the
identity component across different
educational levels;

— predictive method to substantiate
prospects for improving educational policy
and practice.

Results and discussion. In 2022, the
Law of Ukraine "On the Basic Principles of
State Policy in Strengthening Ukrainian
National and Civic Identity" [4] was
adopted, representing a decisive step
toward the formation of a unified civic
space and the enhancement of Ukraine’s
cultural agency. The adoption of this law
amid the full-scale armed aggression of the
russian federation against Ukraine is
particularly valuable and timely, as it
provides a strategic dimension to state
policy in the humanitarian sphere, aimed
at strengthening identity as a factor of
national security, resisting hybrid threats,

dopMyeTbCH Ha KOXKHOMY 3 PiBHIB OCBiTH —
Big 3/10 mo 3BO - 3 ypaxyBaHHSIM BiKOBUX
0CODAMBOCTEH, TeIaroriayHuxX YMOB,
3MICTOBUX 1 METOOUYHUX ITiIXO/MIB, a TaKOXK
YMHHHWKIB, III0 CHPULIOTH abo, HaBIIaKH,
YCKAQIHIOIOTH I1€H IIPOLIEC.

MeTa cTarTi. TeopeTUyHO OOTPYHTYBaTU
Ta TIIpoaHaaidyBaTH IIporiec (POpPMyBaHHS
YKpaiHChKOI HAIliOHAABHOI  1O€HTUYHOCTI
cepern OiTed Ta MOAOIl B CHUCTEMi OCBITH 9K
iaicHOro  OaraTopiBHEBOrO dBHINA, IO
OXOIIAIOE BCl €Talld OCBITHBOI TpaeKTOpii
ocobucrocTi Ta BpaxoBYy€ BIKOBI,
IICUXOAOTIYHI ¥ IIeJaroridyHi 0COOAMBOCTI.

MeTomOAOTiYHY OCHOBY HOOCAiIKEeHHS

CTaHOBAYTH IIOAOKEHHS KYABTYPHO-
ICTOPUYHOIO HiIXOY, KOHIIETIIi{
HalliOHAABHO-KYABTYPHOI IMEHTUYHOCTI
(I. Bex, K. XKypba), a TaKOXK
KOMIIETE€HTHICHOTO Ta 0COOHCTICHO

OpPiEHTOBAHOIO MiAXOAIB OO0 oOpraHisartii
OCBITHBOTO IIpollecy. [asi aHaAi3y HAYKOBHX
JDKEpeA, 3aKOHOAAaBYOi 0a3m Ta OCBITHIX

IporpaM  3acTOCOBaHO  TakKi  MeEToOH
JOCAIZKEHHSI:

— TEOpPETHYHI (aHaAi3, y3arasbHEHHd,
cucreMaTu3allis HOPMAaTHBHO-IIPAaBOBUX

JOKYMEHTIB i HQYKOBUX ITpallb);
—  CTPYKTYPHO-(PYHKITIOHAABHHU aHaAi3
A BHU3HAYEHHS POAl CHCTEMH OCBIiTU ¥

dopMyBaHHI HAIIOHAABHOI imEHTUYIHOCTI
cepen OiTed Ta MOAOI];

—  [IOPiBHAABHO-IIEJATOTIYHUHN METOL
IS 3icTaBA€HHS peaaizairii

ineHTHQIKAIIHHOIO KOMITOHEHTY HA Pi3HUX
PiBHSIX OCBITH;

—  I[IPOTHOCTHUYHUMI METOo[, pars
OOTPYHTYBaHHS IT€PCIIEKTUB YI0CKOHAAEHHS
OCBITHBO{ IIOAITHKH Ta MIPAKTHUKU.

Buxkaan ocHOBHOro marepiaay. Y 2022
poii Oyao yxBaseHO 3akoH YKpainu "TIpo
OCHOBHI 3acaay Aep3KaBHOI MOAITHKH Y cepi
yTBepIKEHHd YKpaiHCBbKOi HaIlioHaABHOI Ta
TPOMAIIHCBKOI imeHTHYHOCTI" [4]|, 110 cTaB
BU3HAYaABHUM KpPOKOM Yy  Hampsawi
dopMyBaHHA €OUHOIO TI'POMAISIHCHKOIO
IPOCTOPY Ta  IIOCHA€HHS  KYABTYPHOI
Ccy0’€KTHOCTI Ykpainm. [TpuitHaTTa
BUIIE3a3HAYEHOIO  3aKOHY B  yMOBax
noBHOMAacIITabHoOi 36poitHOi arpecii
pociiickkoi denepaltii nporu YKpaiHu €
Ha/3BUYalHO I[IHHUM i akKTyaAbHUM, aizke
BiH Hamae  JAepXKaBHIM  IIoAiTHII B
TyMaHiTapHi# cdepi crpaTerivyHoro BUMIpY,
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and serving as a means of societal
consolidation.

The law explicitly states that the goal of
state policy is to cultivate the following
qualities among Ukrainian citizens,
including children and youth:

— active civic engagement based on
respect for human rights, the spiritual
values of the Ukrainian people, and
national identity;

— defensive consciousness and civic
resilience;

— patriotism as a conscious readiness
to defend the independence and values of
Ukraine [4].

However, despite the general mention of
children, the law does not distinguish the
category of preschool-aged children, nor
does it take into account the specific
features of their socio-psychological
development. In our view, this creates a
legislative gap, as the preschool years
represent a critical period for the initial
formation of national identity, during
which a child acquires their first
understanding of themselves in the context
of family, language, cultural, and ethnic
belonging. It is precisely at the preschool
age that a child undergoes primary
identification with the social and national
environment — through emotions, images,
language, symbols, and family and cultural
practices. Neglecting this age period may
result in the absence of basic self-
conceptions as a Ukrainian in subsequent
stages of development.

It is important to emphasize the
necessity of integrating the national-
identity component specifically into the
Basic Component of Preschool Education
of Ukraine (BCPE, 2021), which serves as
the state standard defining the content and
scope of educational preparation for
preschool children. In its current version,
national identity is only mentioned briefly,
particularly within the educational area
"The Child in Society", which focuses on
introducing children to traditions,
customs, and cultural heritage. However, a
comprehensive approach to the formation
of specifically Ukrainian national identity is
lacking, rendering this objective diffuse in
the practice of preschool education
institutions [1].

CIIPSIMOBAHOTO Ha 3MIITHEHHS iqeHTUYIHOCTI
dK 4YMHHUKa HalllOHAABHOI Oe3IeKH, OIopy
ribpumHUM 3arpo3aM i 3acoby CyCIiABHOI
KOHCOAiZIaITji.

Y 3akoHi npsMo 3a3HAYEHO, III0 METOI0
JEP>KaBHOI IIOAITUKH € (POpMyBaHHS B
rpoMaadgH YKpaiH{, y TOMy YHCAl giTed Ta
MOAO[i, TAKHUX IKOCTEH, dK:

— aKTUBHA TPOMASHCHKA IIO3UILis Ha
OCHOBI IIOBaru A0 IpaB AIOAWHHU, AYXOBHHUX
LiHHOCTEM YKpPaiHCBKOTO Hapoay,
HallioHaABbHOI caMOOyTHOCTI;

— 00OpOHHA CBIZOMICTB i rPOMaASHCHKA
CTiHKICTB;

— [aTpioTHu3M K
TOTOBHICTh  3aXUIATHU
LiHHOCTI YKpainu [4].

Brim, monpu HasIBHICTh 3aTaAbHOI 3rafiku
Ipo fgiTel, 3aKOH HE BUOKPEMAIOE KaTeTOPito
OiTetl OOMIKIABHOIO BiKy, SIK i HE BPaxOBYE
ocobAauBOCTEH iXHBOTO COLIiaABHO-
TICUXOAOTIYHOIO POo3BUTKY. Ha Haury aymky,
TakKUP  (PakT  CTBOPIOE  3aKOHOAABYY
IIporaAsnHy, a/pKe caMe OOIIKIABHUH BiK €
KPUTHYHUM nepiogom IIEPBUHHOTO
dopMyBaHHS HAIIOHAABHOI iAE€HTHUYHOCTI,
mig 4Yac SKOro OUTHHA HaOyBa€e IIEpIIINX
ySBA€Hb IIPO cebeé B KOHTEKCTI POIMHHOI,
MOBHOI, KyABTYPHOi, €THIiYHOI HaAeXKHOCTI.
Came B [OOWIKIABHOMY Billi BigOyBaeTbCca
nepBUHHA  imeHTUdIKAIld  OUTUHH i3
COLIiaABHUM Ta HalliOHAABHUM CEPENOBUIIIEM
— uepe3 eMollii, o6pa3u, MOBYy, CHMBOAH,
poouHHI H KyABTYPHI IIpakTHKH. Brpara
yBaru A0 ILbOTO BIiKOBOIO IIEPIOAY MOXKE
OPU3BOAUTH OO0  BIACYTHOCTI  0a30BHUX
ySBAE€HB IIpo cebe SK yKpaiHilsg/yKpaiHKy B
HOJAABIINX BIKOBHX eTalax.

HeobximHO HaAroAOCMTH Ha BaXKAHMBOCTI
iHTerpartii HaIlilOHAABHO-1IEHTUYHICHOTO
KOMIIOHEHTY caMe€ B ba3oBHM KOMIIOHEHT
MOIIKIABHOI ocBiTH YKpainu (BKIO, 2021)
AKHH € Oep:KaBHUM CTAaHAAPTOM i BU3HA4YaE
3MiCT Ta 0OCHAT OCBITHBOI IIiATOTOBKH OiTeH
OOUIKIABHOTO BiKy. Y 4YHWHHIN pemakitii
HalliOHaAbHA iIeHTUYHICTD 3rafyEThCs AUIIIE
oOiXKHO, 30KpeMa B OCBITHHOMY HaIIPSIMY
"NutrHa B cowiymi', mge ¥HaeTbcsa IIPO
o3HalioMA€HHS  fAiTed 3  Tpaaullis MU,
3BUYasIMH, KyABTYpHOIO criaaimHoo. [Ipote
BIZICYTHIH IiaicHUY miaxin no ¢opMyBaHHS
came YKPaiHCBKO1 HalliOHAABHOI
imeHTUYHOCTi, IO poOUTH Iie 3aBAAHHS
po3muTuM y npakrtuiti 3/10 [1].

yCBiJOMAEHA
HE3aAeXKHICTE 1
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In light of the current challenges posed
by the full-scale war, the issue of finding
effective ways to foster national, socio-civic,
and cultural identity has become
particularly urgent. In this context, it is
worth noting that the partial program for
older preschool children, "My Country -
Ukraine" (2023), edited by N. Havrysh,
O. Kosenko and T. Pirozhenko, has
strengthened the focus on developing
socio-civic competence and national
identity. The program includes thematic
sections such as:

"Ukraine — My Homeland" - fostering
understanding of the State, State symbols
and the State language;

"The People Will Say, As It Binds" -
learning Ukrainian proverbs, fairy tales
and folklore;

"Holidays in a Ukrainian Family" —
familiarization with traditions, rituals and
family customs [10].

The activities included in the program
aim to develop preschool children’s
emotional connection with Ukrainian
culture through play, storytelling, and
song, as well as to cultivate a positive

attitude toward national symbols,
language, and history. For example,
during one thematic week, children,
together with educators, create a
symbolic "Wreath of Unity", explore

regional characteristics of Ukraine, listen
to folk songs, and make appliqués with
traditional ornaments [10].

It is particularly noteworthy that, in the
partial program, the authors for the first
time openly and positively employ the
concept of "national identity" as a key
element of preschool education content,
influencing the approach to national
education.

It should be noted that, previously, the
formation of Ukrainian national identity
among preschool children was primarily
practiced within the environments of civil
society organizations, particularly Plast,
the national scouting organization of
Ukraine, which has a long-standing
tradition of patriotic education from the
earliest ages. In Plast, children aged 3-6
are called "Ptashata" (little birds), and
from this early age, they are introduced to
the wvalues of Ukrainian culture,

3 oragoy Ha  aKTyaAbHI  BHUKAHWKU,
3yMOBA€HI  ITOBHOMACIITAOHOIO  BilHOIO,
npobaeMa IIOHUIYKY e(PEeKTHBHHUX IIIAIXIB
dopMyBaHHS  HAIIOHAABHOi, COIliaABHO-
TPOMAITHCHKOI Ta KyABTYPHOI iMeHTHUYIHOCTI
Habyaa ocobamBoOi akTyasbHOCTi. Came B
IIbOMY KOHTEKCTI BapTO BiA3HAYUTH, IO
aplliaabHa IIporpaMa Jasl JiTeH cTaplIoro
JOIIKIABHOTO BiKy "Mosi KpaiHa — Ykpaina'"
(2023) 3a peOaKili€ro H. TaBpuwyii,
O. Kocenko Ta T. IlipoxkeHKO akTHUBiZyBasa
akieHT Ha  (QOpMyBaHHI  COIliaABHO-
TPOMaITHCHKOI KOMIIETE€HTHOCTI Ta
Hal[iOHAABHOI IAEHTHWYHOCTI. Y IIporpami
IIPENCTaBACHO TEMATHUYHI PO3/iAY, TaKi gK:

"Ykpaina - wModa bBartekiBumHa' -
dopMyBaHHa yaABA€HB Ipo [lepkasy,
JepkaBHi cCHMBOAH, [lepKaBHY MOBY;

— "Hapom ckaxke, gK 3aB’ke" -
3aCBOEHHS yKPaiHCBKUX IIPHUCAIBTB, Ka3o0K,
doABKAODY;

"CBara B yKpaiHCBKi¥ pomuHi" -—
O3HAMOMAEHHSI 3 TPAAUILsAMH, 0O0psaaMmy,
poauHHUMUY 3BuYaamu [10].

3aHaTTd, gKi BXOAATH OO IIporpamu
CIIpsSIMOBaHi Ha PO3BHUTOK EMOILIIHHOIO
3B’I3Ky OUTUHH [OUIKIABHOTO BIKYy 3

VKPaiHCBKOIO KYABTYPOIO depe3 Ipy, KasKy,
ITiCHIO, a TaKOK (POPMyBaHHS ITO3UTHBHOIO
CTaBA€HHS [0 HaIliOHAABHHUX CHUMBOAIB, MOBH
Ta icropii. Hampuraazn, mig gac omHoro 3
TEMaATUYHUX THIKHIB [OiTH pasoM i3
IelaroraMy  BHUTOTOBASIOTH CHMBOAIYHUM
"BiHOK emHocCTi", 3HAHOMASITHCS 3
pETrioHAaABHHMH OCOOAMBOCTSIMHU  YKpaiHy,
CAyXaloThb HapoOHi IIiCHI Ta CTBOPIOIOTH
anaikariii 3 opHameHTam# [10].

Oco0anBOi yBarm 3aCAyroByeE Te, III0 B
IaplliaanbHIM IIporpaMi aBTOPH BIeple
BIiIKpHUTO, 6€3 3aCTepesKeHb i3 IT03UTHBHUM
aKIIEHTOM BUKOPHUCTOBYIOTh [IOHATTSI
"HalliloHaAbHA IOeHTHUYHICTL' 9K KAIOYOBHUM
€AEMEHT 3MICTy [JOWIKIABHOI OCBITH, IO

BIIAMBAaE Ha MHiAXig [0 HaIiOHAABHOIO
BUXOBaHHSI.

BapTto 3a3Ha4YUTH, 110 paHiiie
dopMyBaHHA YKpPaiHCBKOI  HAIlIOHAABHOL

IMEHTHYHOCTI y MOiTel [OOIIKIABHOTO BIKY
IPaKTHUKYBaAOCS IepeBasKHO B
cepeoBUIIAX TPOMAZICBKHUX OpraHi3ailii,

30kpeMa B [laacti -  HallioHaABbHIM
CKayTCBKiH opranizaiiii Ykpainu, gka mae
TAMOOKY TPAIULIIO HaTPiOTUIHOTO

BHUXOBaHHS 3 HaliMoaoamioro BiKy. Y Ilaacri
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traditions and symbols through play,
storytelling, song, rituals, and
community participation [11].

In Plast, the concept of "Ukrainian
national identity" has never been
associated with fear or ideological taboo; on
the contrary, it is perceived as a natural
foundation for personality development. In
contrast, in state educational institutions,
including preschools, there has wuntil
recently been a cautious approach in
wording, due to concerns over accusations
of "excessive nationalism". Often, the term
"national identity" was replaced with
concepts such as "civic education”, "love for
the homeland" or was limited to general
moral and ethical guidelines.

A similar tendency has long been
observed in school education: the concept
of national identity often remained outside
the official educational discourse or was
addressed indirectly, as part of patriotic or
civic education. Open and purposeful
discussion of the formation of specifically
Ukrainian national identity was rare,
which limited educators in terminology and
restricted students’ opportunities to
understand their belonging to the nation as
a value rather than as an abstract concept.

The situation began to change with the
implementation of the New Ukrainian
School (NUS) reform, which emphasizes a
value-based approach to learning, the
development of key competencies, and the
personal growth of the child as a citizen of
Ukraine. NUS stipulates that students
should not only acquire knowledge but also
develop an awareness of their own identity,
be capable of feeling responsibility for the
community in which they live and actively
participate in social life.

An important step in continuing the
formation of Ukrainian national identity
was the Order of the Ministry of Education
and Science of Ukraine Ne 1072 of July 30,
2024, "On the Approval of the Conceptual
Foundations for the Reform of History
Education in the General Secondary
Education System" [7]. The document
explicitly states that one of the priorities of
history education is the formation of
national and cultural identity, the
cultivation of patriotism, and awareness of
historical meanings that contribute to

OitTm  BikoM 3-6 POKIB HOCATH Has3By
«aITamarar, i BXKe 3 I[bOI0 PaHHBOIO BIKY
BOHHU 3aAy4YaI0THCI 10 LiHHOCTEH
YKpPaiHCBKOI KyABTYypPH, TPAOULIH, CHMBOAIB
4yepe3 TIpy, Kas3Ky, IICHIO, pHTyaAHu Ta
criavHOTY [11].

Came y Ilaacti momsTTa "yKpaiHCBKOL
HaIliOHAABHOI imeHTHW4YHOCTi" HIKOAM He
BUKAMKAAO OCTpaxy YU imeoaorigyHoro tady, a
HaBIIaKU — CHpHUHMansoCd HK IIPHUPOLHA
OCHOBa dopMyBaHHSA 0COOHCTOCTI.
HarowmicTb y nep:kaBHUX OCBITHIX 3aKAaaX,
3okpemMa B 3/10, mo HEOaBHBOTO dYacy
criocrepirasacd o6epekHiICTh y
dopMyAIOBaHHSAX, 3yMOBA€HA TOOOIOBAHHSIM
3BHHYBa4eHb yV "HAAMiIpHOMY HaIlioHaAi3Mi".
Yacro TepMiH "HalliOHaAbHa iAEHTUYHICTB"
IMiaMIiHgAYT TIOHSITTSIMHU "TpOMaSTHCHKE
BUxoBaHHs", "AI000B 10 BatekiBimHu' abo
OOMEKyBaAHCsI  3araAbHHMH  MOPaABHO-
€TUYHUMH OPiEHTHPAMU.

Cxoxa  TEHOEHId  TpUBaAUMM  d4ac
IIpoCcTeXyBasaCch 1 B IIKIABHIM  OCBITi:
IIOHATTA HAIlOHAABHOI IOEeHTHYHOCTI 4acTo
3aAHIIaAOCd  IM03a MeXamu  OoQilifiHOTO
OCBITHBOTO OHCKYpPCY, ab0 K PO3TASIIaA0CS
NoOiYHO — SK YacTHHa [aTPIOTHUYHOIO YH
TPOMAAdHCBEKOTO BUXOBaHH4. Binkpuro
IiAECTIPIMOBaHO IIpOo (POPMyBaHHS caMme
yKpaiHChbKOi  HAI[iOHAABHOI  iIEHTHYHOCTI
HIIIAOCH PIKO, III0 0OMEIKyBaAO IIEIAaroriB y
TE€pPMiHOAOTII, a Yy4YHIB — y MOKAHUBOCTI
OCMHMCAIOBATH CBOIO HAAEXKHICTD 10 Hallil 9K
IiHHICTD, a He K a0CTPaKTHE TIOHSTTSI.

Curyailia 1nodasa  3MiHIOBaTHCS 3
BIIPOBAZKEHHIM pecdopmu Hosoi
yKpaincekoi mkoan (HVYIL), ska akiieHTye
yBary Ha I[iHHICHOMY IIiIXOi 0 HaBYaHHSI,
dopMyBaHHI KAIOYOBHUX KOMIIETEHTHOCTEH
Ta OCOOHCTICHOMY 3POCTaHHI MOUTUHH SK
rpomagguuHa Ykpainu. HYII nepenbauae,
III0 YYHi MarOTh He AWIle 3000yTH 3HAHHS, a
BH  cdopMyBaTH YCBIZOMAEHHS BAACHOL
imeHTu4HOCTi, OyTH 3HATHUMH BimdyBaTH
BiAIIOBiIAABHICTE 3a CIABHOTY, y SKil
JKUBYTB, Ta OpaTH akKTHBHY y4acThb y KUTTI
CYCIIiABCTBA.

BaxkAMBUM KpPOKOM Y  IIPOJOBIKEHHI
dopMyBaHHS YKpPaAiHCBKOI  HAIlIOHAABHOL
imeHTHYHOCTI cTraB Haka3z MOH Ykpainu Bixg
30.07.2024 Neo 1072 '"lIpo 3aTBepIKEHHS
KOHIIETITyaAbHUX  3acall pedopMyBaHHS
iICTOpPUYHOI OCBITM B CHCTE€Mi 3araAbHOI
cepenHboi ocBiTH" [7]. ¥ MOKyMEHTI IIpsSMO
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students’ civic resilience and social
integration. This concept reinforces the
strategic role of history in building
Ukrainian identity as a foundation for
national security, societal consolidation,
and self-awareness.

Within primary education, the formation
of Ukrainian national identity is carried out
through subjects such as "I Explore the
World", "Ukrainian Language" and
"Literary Reading" where students study
traditions, symbols, historical figures, and
aspects of Ukrainian daily life, nature, and
culture. The use of an integrated approach
allows not only the transmission of
knowledge but also the development of an
emotional and value-based attitude toward
Ukraine, which forms the foundation for a
stable sense of identity.

We align with M. Charnytska’s view,
who emphasizes that the effectiveness of
civic education is ensured through the use
of activating teaching methods, including
interactive, project-based, and play-based
forms. These methods contribute to the
development of students’ collaboration
skills, social interaction, and
understanding of societal norms, which are
essential for the formation of Ukrainian
national identity. The scholar also notes
that even students with intellectual
disabilities can assimilate the content of
civic education, provided the educational
environment is adapted, highlighting the
necessity of a  value-activity-based
approach in the educational process [14].

V. Portnykov’s  perspective is also
significant: the formation of national
identity should begin as early as possible —
not only in primary school but already in
preschool. The journalist rightly points out
that the emotional component, such as
poems and celebrations, is insufficient; it is
necessary to engage children in discussion,
helping them reflect on national values and
understand the environment around them.
Without knowledge of the family context —
the beliefs and conceptions children bring
to the educational setting — it is difficult for
educators to foster a conscious sense of
national identity [9].

In lower secondary school, these
processes are deepened through courses
in Ukrainian history, Ukrainian

3a3Ha4yeHo, II0 OAHHM i3 IIPiOpPUTETIB
icTropu4HOL OCBiTH € dopMyBaHHI
Hal[iOHAABHOI Ta KyABTYPHOI 1O€HTHUYHOCTI,
BUXOBaHHA IIaTpioTu3My, o6i3HaHOCTI 3

ICTOPUYHMMH CEHCaMH, III0 CIPHULIOTh
TPOMAIAIHCBKIM CTIMKOCTI Ta COLiaAbHiH
iHTErpoBaHOCTI y4HIB. Buiie 3asHadeHa

KOHIIEMIId IIICHAIOE CTPATETiYHy POAb
icTopii y mobymoBi yKpaiHChKOI iI€EHTUYHOCTI
gK OCHOBH HAalliOHAABHOI Oesrexw,
KOHCOAIfIaIlii Ta caMOyCBiIOMAEHHS.

Y Mekax 11o4aTKOoBOI IITKOAN (DOPMYBaHHSI
YKpaiHChKOI  HAIliOHAABHOI  1O€HTUYHOCTI
3MiHCHIOETHCA dYepe3 Taki IIpeaMeTH, K "I
oocAimKkyro  cBiT', "YKpaiHCchKa MoBa',
"AiTepatypHe 4unMTaHH4', A€ VIHI BUBYAIOTh
Tpanauilii, CUMBOAW, ICTOPWYHI IIOCTAaTi,
0COOAHBOCTI YKPaiHCBKOTO ITOOYTY, IIPUPOIHN
Ta KyABTYpHU. BuKopucTanHsa iHTErpoBaHOTO
Higxomoy [a€ 3MOIYy He AHWIle IlepefaBaTH
3HAHHS, a ¥ POpMyBaTH €MOILHHO-I[IHHICHE
CTaBA€HHY OO0 YKpaiHH, IO € OCHOBOIO JAS
BHHUKHEHHH] CTIiHMKOI iMeHTHUYIHOCTI.

Hawm imnionye mymka M. HapHhinpkoi, gka

i IKPECAIOE, 110 e(peKTUBHICTB
TPOMAASIHCBLKOI  OCBITH  3a0e3IedyeTbCs
3aCTOCYyBaHHSM  aKTUBI3yIOUUX  METOMiB
HaBYaHHS, 30KpemMa IHTEPAKTUBHUX,

IIPOEKTHUX Ta irpoBux ¢opMm. Bume
3a3Ha4€Hi METOAM CIPUSIOTH PO3BUTKY B
Y4HIB YMiHb CITiBITpalli, COLIiaAbHOI B3a€EMOI1
Ta Opi€eHTallii B CYCIIIABHHX HOpMax, II0 €
BasKAUBUM HiArpyHTIM dopMmyBaHHI
YKpaiHChKOi HAIliOHAABHOI  iIEHTUYHOCTI.
HaykoBenp 3Beprac yBary Ha Te, 110 HaBIiTh
V4HI 3 IHTEAEKTYaAbHUMH I[IOPYIIEHHSIMU
3MaTHI 3aCBOIOBATH 3MICT TI'POMAASHCBHKOI
OCBITM 3a YMOBH aanTallii OCBITHBOI'O
CepeoBHIIIA, IO ITiATBEP/IKYE HEOOXiTHICTD
IiHHICHO-AiIABHICHOTO ITiIXOAY B OCBITHBOMY
nporeci [14].

Baxkauporo € nymka B. IloptHHKOBa, IIpo
TE, 110 dopMyBaHHI HaIliOHAABHOL
IMEHTUYHOCTI BapTO IIOYMHATH HgKOMOTa
paHillle — He AMIIEe 3 II0YATKOBOI IIIKOAH, a
BXe 3 OOLIKiaasg. 2KypHaaicT cIIpaBeIANBO
3ayBazKye€, IO €MOLIMHOIO KOMIIOHEHTa Y
BUTASIIi BipIIIiB i CBIT HEAOCTATHBO: 3 JiTHMU

HOTPiOHO  TOBOPUTH,  AOIIOMaraTu  iMm
OCMMCAIOBATH HallioHaAbHI IIiIHHOCTI,
pO3yMiTH, III0 BiAOYBa€TbCA B IXHBOMY

cepenoBulll. Amke 6e3 3HAHHA POIUHHOIO
KOHTEKCTY — VSIBAE€Hb i IIepEeKOHAaHb, i3 IKUMH
OUTHHA IIPUXOAUTH OO0 3aKAay OCBITH —
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literature, civic education, as well as
interdisciplinary integration, which helps
students perceive themselves as part of
the Ukrainian nation and understand the
significance of their native language,
historical memory, cultural heritage, and
state symbols [12].

Additionally, the educational and
formative component of the school
environment plays an important role -
traditions established within the collective,
thematic events, interaction with local

communities, and  participation in
patriotic, volunteer, and environmental
awareness initiatives. These forms of

activity create a socio-cultural space in
which national identity is not imposed but
experienced — through personal experience,
emotions, and dialogue [9].

In the subsequent educational trajectory
— at the higher education level — the
formation of Ukrainian national identity
takes on new forms and content,
developing within the dimensions of critical
thinking, reflection on historical meanings,
and personal value orientation. Unlike
primary or secondary school, where the
main emphasis is on acquiring basic
knowledge and emotional-patriotic
engagement, the university environment
creates conditions for a conscious choice of

personal identity, taking into account
historical, philosophical, and cultural
contexts.

Contemporary higher education
practices demonstrate a gradual

integration of the topic of national identity
into educational components of various
orientations. In particular, courses such as
"History of Ukrainian Culture", "Cultural
Studies", "Political Science", and "Ethics",
which are either compulsory or elective in
many higher education institutions, often
include thematic modules dedicated to
issues of nationhood, statehood, culture,
language, memory, and self-identification.
These courses provide the theoretical
foundation for students to comprehend

their belonging to the Ukrainian cultural
space.
According  to K. Kyrylenko, the

formation of a stable Ukrainian identity
among university students is of particular
importance, and the course "Philosophy" in

nemarory CkaamgHo QopMyBaTH B Hel
YCBiIOMAEHY HalliOHAABHY iI€HTHYHICTS [9)].
Y 6a30Biil cepemHiil IKOAI Ii IIporecH

IIOTAMOAIOIOTBCH ~ Yepe3  KypCH  icTopii
Ykpainy, yKpaiHCBKOI AlTepaTypH,
TPOMAITHCHKOI OCBiTH, a TaKOXK

MDKIIpEIMETHY IHTerpalliro, gkKa goIioMarae
y4HAM ycBimomMuTH cebe IK 4YaCTHUHY
YKpPaiHCBKOIO HapoMdy, 3PO3yMITH 3HA4YEHHI
pimHOI MOBH, icTOPHUYHOI TaM’aTi, KyABTYPHOI
CHaAIIMHU Ta AeP:KaBHOI CUMBOAIKHY [12].

Kpim ToOro, BaxKAMBY pOABb Bimirpae
BUXOBHA CKAQI0OBa IIKIABHOTO CEpeIOBUIIIA —
TpanuLii, 0 QOPMYyIOTECI B KOAEKTHBI,
TEMATHUYHI 3aX0aM, B3aEMO/IiS 3 MiCIIEBUMHU
rpoMaaM¥, y4acTb y  HOaTPIOTUYHUX,
BOAOHTEPCHKUX, €KOIIPOCBITHUIIBKIX
igiriatnBax. 3rama”i QopmMu  poboTu
CTBOPIOIOTE COLIOKYABTYPHHU IIPOCTIp, ¥
dKOMYy  HAallioHaAbHa  iOeHTUYHICTL He
HaB’I3Y€TbCHA, a IIPOKHUBAETBCSI — dYepe3
JIOCBiz, eMottii, giasor [9].

Y mnopmaablIi¥i OCBITHiM TpaekTopii — Ha

piBHI BHUIIOI OCBiITH - (opMyBaHHS
yKpaiHChbKOi  HAI[iOHAABHOI  iIIEHTHYHOCTI
HabyBae  HOBuUX (¢QopMm i  3wmicTiB,
PO3BUBAIOYHUCH y IIAOIIMHI KPUTHUYHOIO

MHUCAEHHS, OCMUCAEHHSI ICTOPUYHHX CEHCIB
Ta BAACHOI ILiHHiICHOI rto3u1lii. Ha BinMiHy Bifx
II0YaTKOBOI 4YM CEPEAHBOI IIKOAH, M€
OCHOBHHM aKIIEeHT POOHUTBHCS Ha 3aCBOEHHI
0a30BHUX 3HAHb i €MOLIHHO-IATPIOTHYHOMY
3aAyYEHHI, VHIBEpPCUTETCBHKE CEPEIOBUILIE
CTBOPIOE YMOBHU [JASI YCBiZIOMAEHOTO BUOOPY
OCOOHCTICHOI iMEHTHYHOCTI, 3 ypaxyBaHHSIM

iCTOpHUYHOTO, drirnocodcerOTO Ta
KYABTYPHOTO KOHTEKCTY.
CygyacHa TIpakTHMKa  BHIIOI  OCBITH

JEMOHCTPYE TIIOCTYIIOBY IHTETrpallifo TeMHU
HalllOHAABHOI  iAEHTUYHOCTI B  OCBITHI
KOMIIOHEHTHU pizHOrO CIIpSIMyBaHHS.
3okpema, Taki gucounaigg gk lcropia
yKpaincpKoi KyabTypu', "KyabTypoaoriga',
"TToaiTonoris", "ETuka", sIKi € 000B’I3KOBUMU
abo BuOipkoBuMH B Oaratrox 3BO, ugacro
BKAIOYAIOTH TEMaTUYHI MOYAi, ITPUCBIYEHI
IUTaHHAM Hallii, Aep3KaBHOCTiI, KyABTYpPH,
MOBH, MamdaTi, camoimeHTudgikarlii. Bure

3a3Ha4deHi JIACLIUIIAITHH CTBOPIOIOTH
TEOPEeTUYHY OCHOBY [JIAST ~ OCMHUCAEHHS
CTyAeHTaMH! CBO€1 HaAEXKHOCTI 110

YKPaiHCBKOIO KyABTYPHOIO IIPOCTOPY.

Ha mymky K. Kuprnaenko, gopmyBaHHS
CTiMKOi yKpaiHCBKOI imeHTUYHOCTI cepern
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higher education institutions becomes an
effective tool in this process. The author
emphasizes that teaching philosophy
should go beyond purely academic
knowledge and include current topics of
national self-awareness, reflection on
historical myths, support for a Ukrainian-
language educational environment, and

familiarization of students with
contemporary Ukrainian-language
content [6].

Elective courses such as "Ukrainian
Studies", "National Security and Cultural
Identity" and "Psychology of National
Consciousness" are also offered in some
universities, depending on their profile and
academic traditions. These courses aim not
only to transmit knowledge but also to
cultivate a holistic understanding of
oneself as part of the Ukrainian nation, a
bearer of the language, an inheritor of
history and a co-creator of Ukraine’s
contemporary cultural landscape.

Equally important is the extracurricular
environment of universities, where
initiatives that foster the development of
national identity are actively implemented.
These include participation in patriotic
events, student associations, artistic
projects, academic conferences, and
commemorative practices. There is also a
noticeable strengthening of the volunteer
culture among students, especially during
the full-scale warvolunteering has become
not only a form of assistance but also a
conscious act of identification, connecting
youth with the real life of their country.

Recent scholarly research confirms that
higher education environments are
fostering a new type of Ukrainian youth -
critical-thinking, responsible, nationally
conscious, and capable of acting in the
interests of the community. Identity here is
not merely declared but formed through
daily educational experiences — through
reflection, dialogue, collaboration, and
participation in cultural and civic life.

In our view, the formation of Ukrainian
national identity within the education
system should not be regarded as an
auxiliary aspect of educational work but
as a transversal content component,
integrated into all educational programs
and practices. In the context of war and

CTYZEHTCBKOI Moaoai HabyBae 0cobAMBOI
Bary, a Kypc "®irocodiga" B 3akaamax BUIIOL
OCBiTH cTae e(PEeKTUBHUM IiHCTPYMEHTOM
IIbOTO IIpollecy. ABTOpPKa IiOKPECAIOE, IO
BUKAQIAHHSA dirocodii Mae BHUXOAWUTH 3a
MeXKi CyTo aKaJeMidYHOI0o 3HaHHS i BKAIOYATH

aKTyaAbHi TeMH HaIliOHAABHOI'O
CaMOYCBiJOMAEHHSI, OCMUCAEHHSI iCTOPUYHUX
midoiB, HiATPUMKY YKpPaiHOMOBHOI'O

OCBITHBOTO IIPOCTOPY Ta O3HAMOMAEHHS
CTyOeHTiB i3 cy4acHUM VKpaiHOMOBHUM
KOHTEHTOM [6].

OKpeMi IUCIIUIIAIHK BIABHOTO BHOOPY, TaKi
K "YKkpaiHO3HaBCTBO', "HartioHaapHa
Oesrteka 1 KyABTypHA  iIEHTHYHICTB',
"TIcuxoAorisa HaIliOHAABHOI caMOCBiZOMOCTi",
TaKOXK peaaisyroTbca B JEIKUX
VHIBEpcUTETaX, 3aA€KHO BiA Mpodiaro i
HaAyKOBUX Tpaaulliti. 3rafaHi AUCIIUIAIHU
CIIPSIMOBAaHi He AMIIIE Ha Ilepeaady 3HaHb, a i
Ha (popMyBaHHS IliAiICHOTO OaueHHs cebe K
4aCTUHH yKPaiHCBKOI'O Hapozy, HOCid MOBH,
CITaJKOEMIIM iCTOPii Ta CITiBTBOPIIS CydacCHOTO
KYABTYPHOTO AaHAIadTy YKpaiHuy.

He MeHII BazKAMBHM € I03aHaBYaABHUM
IPOCTip  VyHIBEpCcHTETIB, O  aKTHUBHO
peaAi3yloThCda IHIIIATHBH, III0 CIPUSIOTH
PO3BUTKY HalliOHAABHOI iteHTUYHOCTI. Cepen
HUX: y4acTb Yy IIaTPIOTMYHHUX 3axXolaX,
CTYOEHTCBKUX O0’€MHAHHSX, MHUCTEIbKUX
aKIIisX, HAYKOBHX KOH(EPEHIIifX,
MeMOpiaAbHHUX IIpakKTHKaxX. Bins3HadaeTbcsa
TaKOXK IIOCHAEHHSI BOAOHTEPCBHKOI KyABTYPU
cepe/ CTyAEHTCBKOI MOAO/Ii, 30KpeMa i1 yac
IOBHOMACIITA0HOI BifHH — BOAOHTEPCTBO
cTano0 He AuIle (QOPMOIO MOIIOMOTH, a H
YCBIIOMAEHUM iAeHTUDIKAIIHHUM 3KECTOM,
10 IOENHYE MOAOAL i3 PEAABHHM KUTTIM
CBO€I KpaiHu.

HaykoBi mgocaiiskeHHSI OCTaHHIX PpOKiB
TAKOXK ITiATBEPIKYIOTH, III0 B CEPENOBUILI
BUIIOI OCBiTH (OPMY€ETbCI HOBUHM THUII
YKpPaiHCBKOI MOAOAI — KPUTHYHO MHCALYO],
BiAIIOBIiAAaABHOI, HAIIOHAABHO  CBIiJIOMOI,
3maTHOi 1m0 [mOii B iHTepecax CIIIABHOTH.
lneHTUYHICTE TYT HE [OEKAAPYETHCH, a
dopMyeTbCH B IIIOIEHHOMY OCBiTHBOMY
oocBimi — depe3  peduaekcito,  miaaor,
CIIiBIIpaIf}o, y4acTb y KYyABTYPHOMY Ta
TPOMAZICEKOMY KUTTi.

Ha HAaIry OYMKY, dopMmyBaHHA
YKpaiHChKOI HAaIliOHAABHOI iAEHTUYHOCTI B
CHUCTEMi OCBITH Ma€ pO3TAIATHUCS HE SK
JOIATKOBHUM HAIIPsIM BUXOBHOI poOOTH, a SIK
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powerful informational influence, the
issue of Ukrainian national identity
among children and youth is no longer
purely cultural or pedagogical - it
acquires dimensions of state security,
civic resilience, and social consolidation.
Therefore, it is crucial to ensure that this
process is not declarative but conscious,
and that engagement with Ukrainian
identity is not formal but experienced as
a value in the daily life of children and
youth.

Conclusions and research
perspectives. The formation of Ukrainian
national identity among children and youth
within the education system is a complex,
multi-level process encompassing all
stages of personal development — from
preschool to higher education. The
conducted research indicates that the
effectiveness of forming Ukrainian national
identity among children and youth largely
depends on the integration of the national-
identity component into the educational
process, enhancing teachers’ professional
competence, supporting a Ukrainian-
language environment, and actively
engaging pupils and students in cultural
and civic practices.

At the same time, despite positive
legislative  initiatives and  certain
successes in implementing national-
patriotic education, the academic and
educational environment still lacks a
comprehensive systemic approach to
forming national identity across all levels
of education. Particularly = under-
researched is the formation of Ukrainian
national identity in preschool age and in

the context of contemporary socio-
cultural challenges, including
globalization, digitalization, and the

influence of mass media.

Based on the results obtained, the
author proposes the following directions for
improving educational practice and further
research:

— development of a comprehensive
model for forming Ukrainian national
identity, which would consider the age-
related, psychological, and pedagogical
characteristics of students at different
levels of education;

HaCKpPi3HUHU 3MicTOBUN KOMIIOHEHT,
IHTErpOoBaHUM y BCI OCBITHI IIporpaMH Ta
IIPpakTUKH. B ymMoBax BiliHHM Ta IOTY>KHOIO
iHdopmarrifinoro BIIAUBY IUTaHHA
yKpaiHChbKOi  HaAI[iOHAABHOI  iIIEHTHYHOCTI
aiteit Ta Moaomi mepecrae OyTH CyTO

KyABTYPHUM YU TIEJATOTIYHUM — BOHO
HalyBae BHMIpy [gepkaBHOI 0Oe3nekd,
TPOMAAAHCBKOI CTiMKOCTI Ta COlliaAbHOI

KOHcoaimarii. ToMy BasKAMBO 3a0€3IeYnTH
He IeKAapPaTHUBHICTD, & YCBIZIOMAEHICTD IILOTO
mnpoliecy, He ¢opMasbHe O3HAMOMAEHHH, a
IIiHHICHE TIIPOXKUBaHHHA YKPaiHCBKOCTI ¥y
HIOZIEHHOMY JOCBii AUTHUHU Ta MOAO/I.

BHCHOBKH Ta InepCneKTHBH
mocAimxkenb. dopmyBaHHA YKpPaiHCBKOI
HalliOHAABHOI iIEHTUYHOCTI cepen aiTed Ta
MOAOJI B CHCTEMI OCBITH € CKAQIHUM
GaraTopiBHEBHUM IIPOLIECOM, III0 OXOIIAIOE BCi
€TaIH PO3BUTKY OCOOHCTOCTI — Bil AOIIKIAAS
o BuIoi ocBitu. [IpoBeneHe mOCAITKEHHS
CBiIYUTH, L0 €(EeKTUBHICTL (POPMyBaHHS
YKpaiHChKOI  HAIliOHAABHOI  1O€HTUYHOCTI
cepen OiTell Ta MOAOAI B CHUCTEMi OCBITH
3HAYHOIO MipOI0 3aAeKUTh Bifl iHTerpartii
HalllOHAABHO-IIEHTUYHOIO KOMIIOHEHTAa B
OCBITHIH ITpoliecy, IiIBUIIEHHS ITpodecitiHOi
IMiITOTOBKHU IIeJaroriB, iATPUMKHU
YKpaiHOMOBHOIO CEPENOBHUIIA Ta aKTUBHOIO
3aAy4Ye€HHs BUXOBAHIIIB, VYHIB Ta CTYAEHTIB
10 KyABTYPHO-TPOMaAIHCBKUX IIPAKTHK.

Pazom i3 TuM, He3BaxKaro4du Ha II03WUTHBHI
3aKOHOJABYl IHII[iaTHBH Ta OKPEMI YCILXH ¥
BIIPOBa/PKEHHI  HAIliOHAABHO-TIATPIOTHYHOIO
BUXOBaHHS, y HAyKOBOMYy Ta OCBITHEOMY
CepeIOBHILI I0Ci OPaKYe IIiAICHOTO CHCTEMHOTO
miaxomy gm0  (pOpMyBaHHS — HAlllOHAABHOL
IMIEHTHUYHOCTI HA BCIiX piBHAX OCBiTH. OCOOAMBO
HEJIOCTaTHBO JIOCAI/DKEHO [IUTaHHS
dopMyBaHHSI ~ YKPaiHCBKOI  HAIIOHAABHOL
IIEHTUYHOCTI B [IOIIKIABHOMY Billi Ta ¥
KOHTEKCTI Cy4aCHIIX COLLIOKYABTYPHIX
BUKAUKIB, 30KpeMa raobaaizartii, 1iudoponizartii
Ta BIIAUBY Mac-MeJjia.

Ha ocHOBi oTpuMaHUX pe3yAbTaTiB aBTOP
IIPOIIOHY€E TaKi HAIPAMKH YAOCKOHAACHHS

OCBITHBOI  IIPAKTUKH Ta  [OJAABIINX
JIOCAiT?KEHB:!

—  po3pobra iaicHOI MOeAi
dopMyBaHHA yKpPaAiHCHKOI  HAIiOHAABHOI

imeHTUYHOCTi, sKa BpaxoByBasa O BIKOBI,
TICUXOAOTIYHiI Ta IefaroriyHi o0cobAWBOCTI
Y4HIB Ha Pi3HUX PiBHIX OCBITH;
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— creation of methodological
guidelines for teachers on integrating the
national-identity component into the
educational process, particularly through
practical tasks, projects, and cultural-civic
activities;

—  CTBOpPEHHH METOAMYHUX
peKoMeHaIii AL IIe1aroriB 11010
iHTerparii HalioHaAbHO-iAeHTUdIKAIIHHOTO
KOMIIOHEHTa B OCBITHiHl IIpoliec, 30Kpema
4yepe3 IPaKTHU4YHI 3aBIaHHS, IIPOEKTH Ta
KYABTYPHO-TPOMAaISTHCHKI aKTHUBHOCTI;

— study of regional characteristics
and the influence of digital environments
on the formation of Ukrainian national
identity, including the role of social

—  BHBYEHHS perioHaAbHUX
ocobOAMBOCTEHl Ta  BIAHBY IIHQPOBOTO
cepenoBHIa Ha (POpMyBaHHsS YKPaiHCHKOI
HaAIlIOHAABHOI iIEHTUYHOCTI, 30KpeEMa POAi
networks, online resources, and | colliaAPHUX MepeK, OHAaMH-pecypciB Ta
multimedia platforms; MYABTHUMEIIMHUX TAQT(OPM;

— evaluation of the effectiveness of — OLlHKa e(EeKTHBHOCTI Aep:KaBHUX i
state and civil initiatives in the field of | rpomancekIx igiliaTuB y ccpepi
national-patriotic education and the | HallioHaABHO-IATPIOTHYHOIO BUXOBAHHS Ta
creation of mechanisms to monitor their | cTBopeHHs MeXaHi3MiB MOHITOPHUHIY IXHBOTO
impact on youth. BIIAUBY Ha MOAOIb.

The implementation of these approaches 3acTocyBaHHSA 3alIPOIIOHOBAHUX ITiAXOIiB

will contribute to the systematic, | cnpusaTuMe CHCTEMHOMY, ITOCAIZOBHOMY Ta

sequential, and effective formation of | edexkruBHOMY (opMyBaHHIO YKpaiHCHKOL

Ukrainian national identity, which is a | HamionaapHO{ IIEHTUYHOCTI, 10 €

necessary condition for fostering citizens | HeoOximHOO YMOBOIO BUXOBaHHS

who are conscious of their historical, | rpomaggHmHa, CBigoMoro CBOIO

cultural, and social roots. iCTOPUYHOIO, KYABTYPHOTO Ta COIIIaABHOTO
KOPIiHHA.
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